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Irdy's innocence Can e 

• 

• 

by SCIDC's Rev. evel, Abernathy 

r 	• 

(indicate page,. name or 
• newspaper. cut),  ood ototo.) 

• 

r HENRY P. LEIFERMANN 
aT Eoltril,Prrsa ifflisrsotioNi4 
e Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy 

said Thursday' he believes one 
of bis aides, the Rev. James 

• - - 
.1- Ray's attorney, Percy Fore- .  
man . of Houston, has not 
commented on Bevel's otter of 
Yelp. Neither Foreman, Who Is 

Say is Innocent in the assay--  , in Memphis, Tenn., Thor  Level I 
sination of Dr. Martin Luther srus available for cornmeal 

"1 have absolute confidence in  
his judgment and Integrity,"; 
Abernathy said of Bevel, the ----1—'"--------;____:-  

on Ishatever Information h. has_ 
....,, 44-......„-- it 	Aburnathy's telegram statement 
. ,,..1%.1,,,  -..,..i, 	was issued after he, Bevel and 

the situation by telephonel pl Wednesday. 
Bevel had been subpoenaed as 

a dejfense witness in the Ray 

trial by Ray's former attorney, 
Arthtir J. Hanes Sr..• 	the ex- 

Southern Christian Leadershilln8Yr of .14 irrningham. Ail. - 
Conference (SCLC) leader wh( Hines, in an Interview after 
offered to defend Ray 
Saturday. 

"If a collTin1cY exists, and ' Forernui last Novviber, said 
,`Rrnr fired him andl  Wed" 

believe it does, It must be fully 
exposed," Abernathy said. 	

bhel,chak dpopwlaenrnegrd otou.,Powvahe tat I 

call upon America's oppressed .1' 	 s 	r  
and victimized to come to the 	 — 	a- • 
aid and defense of the accused .nrist ties killed  King.  Ati, a  
man." 	 • pal of - creating clvil distur- 

Abernathy made the state- &ince in the  wake of the  . 
meat in a telegram released by assassinations-- 
the SCIE offices here. 

bevel, longtime staffer under 
King and Abernathy, Is director 
of nonviolent education and 
direct action for 	and 
prriettly work.‘ in the SCLC's 
Phithdeiphia office. In a tele-
gram to Ray last Saturday, 
hcIrd nffered m defend him and 
said, "I know you are not 
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• Bevel, can prove Imes Earl , . 	,-..___. 	. -.. . __.I 

King Jr. 	 Thursday. 
Rive! has refused to elablrate 

• siker SCLC officials discirlsed 
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