Aﬂnt'
bureaucampiied'wiﬂ:thuomqum i

Dnemsmt.onﬁii‘n:ﬁvﬂymﬂ:nth ‘
FiB: I.*opened.fﬂamanmmof

T\m of'the pusons who:appeuﬁb =)
gwm the bu.rem mfonnlﬁon ln‘wml in-d

of officials, ‘including’ the|
head of the A.C.L.TA's Washington office, -
Irving Fermanadvised:the bureau on' anv|
irregular but continuing-basis:of-activities]
that the organization was planningz <33 _ .
"The files show: tha.&on-:.nman-'
occasions;: - almost, entirely * during=the | -
McCarthy era;zcertain- persom who were
then- A.CLUZ foicia.b we-re ‘in. contact
with the F.B.I

-Commimists;’s- {
sen, the A.CLU.ichairman,: and::Aryehs
Neier, -its executiveiirector;; aaii.fn.
statemment released e

""Whateverstheir:

j i Hg.wnnl

_gra\':tices of the bureau, but simply re-{

vt 377

ferentera mmmurm the-wa.y-
the A. U.opqttu

The ?mtaﬂalrgwm “the FB.L included
conﬁpondenmhmuA.CJ.U offi-
cials; minutes’ ofmeetmg: of various state
af - of :Tposition . papers,
memorandums,, lists-of officers ands bits
of gossip about internal feuds. -

Mus:h;of “this. was: . routinely pl.sad*lm-‘

: ‘pccation, :the files:
Mme; a- letters to that same
official*Louis* B." Bichols; ' thén. the: No.
3 mag imthe-bureau,-disclosing the names’

Lurtwcpemn.swhohudmedmgehthe
ACLU's. help inarganizing:a;campaigr
against . the ~House% C on Un- !

SRarey
hra. weyhone intemm
/that:he could-'not: recall]
"*inddents described ins

‘Fet
yesterda;
many ‘ofii

F.a.r ;:fﬂeﬁmz dids not:dispute -the=au~
dommmmg‘?y:;‘*"i 2

nm!i\.maienduma' 10+
chols'&b&:\rmiim;ﬁwu»“abmm,

an "hub«mmﬂonrthlﬁ‘the bureas:c

'agenwefﬁ S AT I 3
“The| hcyr:ﬂactad Tecogni

paruculu' - during’ the: Cold. War period
of - the:**50's,. there\ was-need for some|
clear’ channels to those agencies operat—
ing in the political framework :um.lar to
that of the union,” he said i <

A 'Friend’ of the FB.I

He'added' that this did not mean that
thed A.C.L.U. endorsed' the "policies and

ected “the wisdom that. any struggles

. that was no excuse for the

for hirman hberty TequIres: mn‘y; m.nnyq
batr.lc stations.” = _"‘
" Mr, Ferman, who i§ rafurrud toimF.B.r
filu as‘a “friend” jof thesbureau, and
whovonce ‘tht.the Jate J_ Edsm‘
-Emnuz—!:e1 given a civik liberties” awa
is- now :a professor of lawr at: Bz:rw
Umw-my in Washington. - ./ &
_There is.no suggestion in the F.B.L ﬁJu'
made pubhc wdat&that.Mr Ferman- or
any others-were ever-paid-informers, or
that'the EB.L in any real sense “infiltrat-
ed” the:A.C.L.U. as it- did:the- Socialist
Workers' Party and the Commmsl:. Party
U.5.A.in the 1850°s.7 -~ 2 o7

- Rathery, it- appears-that: muc}r of the
matamlwasg)mtothehurunbya
small - number of A.CI.U: officials -whi
feared:that members, of<the. Communist|
‘Party—were - gaining’ Linfluence::t over
A.CLU ‘stata affiliatesvor who wanted
‘to’ alert the bureau torwhnt it considered}
ant-F B.I positions beingtaken. by some
of the A€L U.'s members.<;" - " ¢
.."Some of this.concern ‘i reflected ini
‘a memo -from Mr:-Nichols:to-Clyde Tol-4
son, then Mr: Hoover’s. top deputy, which?
suggisu.tbaf there +was.. concern:-at ‘they

< Incan m'wm.mm
the current executive director; said that
even though thers was a prohibition. in
‘the 1950°s dgainst Communists~and Fas-
cists urv-mgOnA C.LU. goverﬂ.IDg bodies,

tion’s
officials to give information to the F.B.L

“This-led t¢ the creation of FB.L dos-
Siers on A.C.LU. members,” he said. “We
don’t"know what use the F.B.L mada of
the dossiers, but we do know generally
that dossiers have been used used, [by the/
bureau] to harm people.”™”

In addition, Edward J. Enms, who wasJ
a general counse] to the A.C.L.U_at the




| time, said that the disclosure that certain
i A.C.L.U. officieis-had given-information
| to the bureau ‘‘came as a surprise.to me,”
tand that such-action.had meve:+heen
| endorsed by the board of directors..
| The F.B.IL documents are partof a blod:
' of more than 10,000 documents:fromvbu-
‘reau files that have been provided: tei the
ACLU. in recmtmanths.ww,mgg:-‘

One problemyin trying-to-analyze:them |-

is that many:of. the participants are‘dead |

and are in no.position to contradict: what
FBLofﬁcnlssuyaboutthmmthagp
POMS. i immpig i3l L 7T clroa kil -2 6es
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For emplq one memorandum - fr#-n

Mr. Nichols; who- died reeentlf 1o Mr. p
Tolson, who:died‘in. 1975, states that the
late Patricky-Murphy: Maiin, _who ’ was

executive director of the A.C.L.U,ilf \‘.he

alent. for-thie advancement of names to
the A.CLL¥: who-might be the tools of
' Communism,'”"Mr: Nichols wrote.-*So far;:
he had not:spotied any; and if ‘we .got

any word. of+« ﬂnr.he- would appmcian
beirg tipped off

Mr. Neier said yestmh that' while' xt
was clear that some A.C.L.U. officials-had

pravided it with-information,; “we do not
accept as necessarily: truthful any F.B.L
decument that characterizes: a conwna
tion with any individual.™

He'said t.har_ such’ docmnenfs should;

E2 regarded. mhe«my and+ “not: reﬂ-
able3

-3

By

the A.C.L.U.Yand -who%is! men‘tim:ed
some - of! the -documentsias having*gi
bits of-information to the: bu.rea.u.*.&fm*
Mr. > Bevyziin « 42 statement ° “thats he
dmfted“fon- the AC.LU;" said® . that™
troubled: hinwthat i the versions’ of D=

been in contact’ with¥the bureau -and-

'i
Levy, a New- York - City iawyer who in;
the early 1950's-was astaff counsel for

out as second best .to the F.B.L person-|.
mel,” he.wrote. “T see nothing in the
‘memorandum ‘of “instances where-I per-
suaded “the ‘F.B.I“Tepresentative of the
cnrrwtnss ufmlposinm, but. .« « o-there
were several.instances.”;
-Among, tl:gnmatianﬂh‘mdtha PRI files
suggesting t there. been contacts.|,
Jwith A.C.L.U. officials are-the !&Iilgngg.w
mmd - from - Mr. ~ 0
his superiors tht assert that the-late Mor-
ris Ernst, then-the-general counsel-to-the
(A.CLU; alerted  the-F.B.1.,to the anti-
F.BL sestiment-of some.union members.
and to plans.of, somq&.C.I.U,tmmbm
:to attacicthe ;
- qMemorandums _from:
gutm that Mr.Malin; the fonnm- execu-
| tive- dnector.x_hld;wnﬂthd that-he was

YA memo from Mr. Nichols to Mr: T
sonsaymgﬂm:MrLevyhadbeznm
cerned about reports.that nine
‘of. the ‘board_of the A.C.L.U.'s Marylandl
affiliate were Communist Party members
‘and“waswoudnﬂngﬂlcouidmhw
anygmdl.nce."' S i

Cmotlhallsutmml .’; sl
“Mr Lavrtheon!yomdthe
‘three who is alive to rebut-the assertion,
wdyutuﬂnytha.thaoouum
tﬁa.cml:lnanmaginowuhﬂinguq
members | ityend. :h;n .certain -that ' he-_hads never)

:m.ﬂ,

| given - F.B.L: eny+ information::;
could be-used against other A.CL.U.
| bersas - skt iet ey v R

o In,-addition.; in- a :statement “that ha-
_drafted for the cnmnl:A.C.I.U
ship,) he- defended :his'

m a dialo;

" w

-

knew them-.. ... it was thoroughly advan-

"| tageous.to the-A.C.L.U- and-to the cause

of civil- Bberties to. enlist the aid of the
F.B.I' whenever we could do so in support
of civil liberties—thens under severe atwy
tack by McCarthyisme—and-to intend to
use the good oifices of the FB.I to:set!
the record straight when amyone mistak-|
ealy claimed A.CLU. was & Communnq
organization,”. he said. ;. - -

Of great concemn to- au'ren.t ofﬂaﬂx.vi
however, is the- fact.that-the FB.L . i
this period received material, some of ity
apparently: - from=Mr.- Ferman, - that-in:
cluded minutes~of meetings hesld
A.C.LU _affiliates *in Colorado, Ore

the f:atmnal' headquarters..,
{' . 2= > Field-Otfices Got
In most cases, the

bureau: 10
have- sent t.he mmutwto the field. ofﬁﬁ

‘appéam

where- th
told - IomP tswtn’vchack mrren'r.,ﬁla
and puhlsc:mm«*u' -information:"

an suggestingE*subversive’™ m&h
lt‘uzs'-' »partl: oEpennm-— list.d
aving* attendedZ the# A.CEUL




