Harold Veisberg itte 8., Fredericl, lid.

2/10/73

Desr %7, Shattuci, )

The meiling of this letter will have to awadt my gotting your adiress. 4t is prompted
by, based on and limited by, whst news stories I have read of your current sudt involving :
bhew York Police Lepartment Intellipgence Unit operationc.

If b, Murphy's allsged destruction of a million files is a good gesture, it is slso
undoubtedly a frauduleat represeutation, unless the LYPD is unique. There is and for yoars
has beecn a cleasring-house ar angousnt on political inteliigence, The destruction of the &
Hew York copies, for exanmple, does uot disturb the existence of any copdes given for };
example, to the Fil,

1t ia not new. Vhen I was in intelligonce in Vorld War II I regularly saw such FHEI ¢
reporting, often defaratory and inagcurate beyond ration 1 deseription. I recall one case b
of a gradunte student writing a thesis on the Spamich Falange. de was prompily labelled
by the FEI as a Falagist himgelf, God knows hovw nuny files that got into or how muny times o

it hurt that fellow. I rather inegine pretty much the pane is true of e now becuousc my i
curront work, basically en investigation of tho FEI, is so unwelcomes b

Lior are these files limited to federal usage. 4 case in which I was able to arrange E
access Yo some Ior a friend imvolved in litigation is one of which 1 have firct=hand %
knowledge but,mocky without the unlikely releese frou that friend, cen't divulge,inother d

similar case, wher: federal files on me were made avallsble to a large corporation, is
recent and transgresses firstesmendment rigntse L gave another the rescarch for a boolze
He told his enployer about it anc his employerts Weshingion men for such delicscies went i
to work and roported hack, prompily. herc the rights of two writers were interfered withe "

The irmy's donestic-intelligence improproprities have beun pertly exposed. *hose of
the CIA seem to rwnmin a seeret. The disclosures of CIL police iraining by the bew York i
Times recently led to a deseription of thon so partlal as to be largely vithout sense. i
They include only that in which CIA help wan not needed, I have 4wo cases of the Cli's
intrusion into ny writing life and would walcome ACLU help in deing something about if
if any of your associntes would be willing to undertsize the ease(s).

In one I have carbon copies, not xeroxes, of surveillance on my public appesrunces,
It was done under contract by & comuercisl agency, ouc ol the employeces of wlthich wes
revolted and provided me the proofs. For tids purpose the UIA set up a front, I have more
than enough $o identify the operuidng eupluyees, their cover and naues, thoir benl: account,
their bax adiress, etc., plus the trunsoript of a conversation of the »egional rvenager, iy
source, nnd the nationsd manager of the comsercial agency. “ater, L ensaged the nationnl
menager ir a phone couversation I ituped. The regionel menager described me at "that old i
nerdsls of the Cls", which is fidee; anc tne national manaper told me I hole the "all-
time {irack record" for interest in sy field by the CIA. Uoth has ar additionsl intorcote
businesa and poney. Yhus they iepe the CIA inlorped sboni ny coming sppesruneos,

WIS

The pecond cnse hac less conplete proofs, but there is a prina facic case of & ran
pow well Jnown as a CIA agent interfering with ry firvet book. He wos at a literary apency
- to which 1 bad besn sent by = major publication which sodd it wented to use that bool and
wanted to deal with ne throush an agent. In a couple of weelzs the dosl was deod, Fhis man
was then and for more thon five yesrs thereafter with the €14, He continucd to uge: the
agency's address as his ovn and to elair to represent it, in weiting,which 1 hove.

o
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Thin ldnd of thing can permeute to the point where wemtion oi it pound parzuoid. Let
4 me give you a recent exomjile, oue that way, perhaps, interest the Marylend aULU bocause of
ﬁ its reported opposizion to Tk sitate gu~control law. er soume $ime, om the advips of ihe

local barracks of the Ysate ‘olicve, L curried a pistol when I ook the dedly wells prescribod
by my doctor. I am o), denued nost exercises Ly owsthopesdic conditions, ani the doctor




i

WALTGOUW Wic CQAUICLEG W Vo GULLLLW W ddli VWGl GutUugds by AV e Vuduo b s Ghduau=—
vascular system. I was sct upon by vicious dogs ana bheir cuners soweviumes ol Xkim like
chapacter, whicn led o tie awvice Ghut 1 carcy u plotol, goucthing § hate, especially
when walidnr to relux and tidnk uhile ezercising. dowever, the pistol dmd meke the well
possible. With the passing of vhe gun law, 1 appiicd for & permite I waus refused, althoush
there recliy can't b any quesiion sbout ny qualifyinge 1 wes told 1 could appeal, but
I was not told what to appeal. To this day thw suthorities bave not disclosea the basis
for rejoctlon as, indood, they can't without exposing ilumselvess %y appeal wes rejectod
in the saue maaner, + have no way of lowowing the basise Gns of the oud things is that if
there wore 4= nost casual suforcsuent of awothor low, ageiust locse-ruurndng dogs, or any
effort tc eliminate the 1A lling packs of wvild doge st roam tds mownteinside, L'd have
no nesd to protect aysclf, lowever, < poiut oul wiwt I taduk is e deliberate denisl of
due procesc. fy written efforts to do goretidng, itwolving the govermey ldnsclf, huve
been fobbeu off, I am o peeific men, with no history of viclence, ak well-respected
locally, in my fieles of cadeavor of {the presant asd upast neve enjoyed a oed international
reputetion, and do meet the reguirements of tne luw, souething as undenied an it is
obvious frou tne State folice files alone. 1 conelwle the only basis for refusing me the
permit my henlih ond sofety do require nad whieli the iov ontitlos we to is sdverse politiecal
information from federel sources, 'idch in ils axdistuancs alone is inproper, and which is
adverse not Ly ivs noturc but by the special interpretation put on it by the police mind
and the FBI have hav: so thoroughly exposed, in my writing and in courteiside from these
things, 1 deal with coavieted felons regularly; have exposed the rost extreme of the
militant right (and to the police); have received throats to ny life, so interpreted by
the same police, which have dubs of ouo threat that I tnped; au regularly the victin of
vandals and crooks, at leaat three or four tines while the application wus supposedly
being conaidered and to the lmowledge ol the police doiug the congidering; end to their
knowledge am currently engagod in o mucder-case investiguiion thut jeopardizes any who
are not jailed auad were dnvolved in that ausdere

50 yoii can undergtend what « mean by "in court”, I eite one current exnmple., I hove
z betore the U.S, Court of Appeals for the Distriet of Yelurcbia right now an appeal
an incredible district court decision vhich will be precedoent in the "investigatory
filesg" exemption of the Freedow of Information law, 5 U.5.0. 552, The Lepariment of Justice
is and for months has been so interpreting this in refuaing the aprlications of cthers. I
selected, of the nany cases I have of spurions FBI invocation of this sxemptiongon: of
which there can be no reasonalle doubts The caso hns eaeaped notice in the press, which
suits me because 1'd prefer no pressure on the judges. +t i on¢ that will hurt the FuIl
very much if it persists in it own law violation, as I anticipnte.

I would, of course, witlcome 1t il auy LOLU lawyers would be wiliing to otismpt to
do soumething about the impioper CLL fabrusion into uy Life, which I een prove, wul which
1 believe, as best a nos-lawyer nay hold an opdnion in such matters, iuvelve darages, as
I would also be happy i the Merylend SACLT would be willing to use il refusul of = pistol
permit to me whon oy Mfc aud well-badng ere enduangeced by the lack of it end ulien I do
meet tho siaiutory requirementa. In auy event, corgratilstions on your curreat endeavor,
and my thanits for realoting this newest mpnifestetion of the crecping authoritarianism,

wincerely,

He is NYC ACLU lawyer Harold Veinberg




