Lezr woxis, 16/2z/v4
‘hen + reid the enclosed review in the current Judicature I was rering.d that
vou'd asked me how it was in Nee sl davs.

Sone venrs ago I was of sone Eelp to Irons, I memember him as a warefuwl, man
who researched thoroughly, so I Preume, aaide from the review, thet it is a good booke

Westbrodk mentioned verome Yrank, Like many of the New Deal lawyers he became
& Puige, & think sccond civeuit nef e good Judge. He joined Pat Jackson and me for
supper back in the 'J0s once when we vere dining in e French rogtaweant that then
Was opposite the Magyflower.

In a good sense many of the young lawyers who flocked to Waslhington with FDR
Wire activists, in the sease that they belioved and wantsd to heip do goud tidngs.
Some were opnortunists, end I lmew a nuzber of them in KRA,

Some were political anmointens. o3 patronage and ac desarving, «zd semc would
argue anything to achieve an objective. I remember the struggle I' had with Brien
bctiphon down du Kentucky when he wanted to argue that the Congress could override
the conptitutdon by gronting A greeter right. I sot two Lebor Board resfonel
directors to come down and argue the law with Brien, later father of the atomic
energy act. dnd one of those two iater turned out to be a fink. lie kblled himsels
vhen w2 wora both patients ab Wnlter %osa durdng Vorld Yer I3,

(na, o wvery decent man when 4 knew him, Gerwy Van 4rkel, just Jied, He was on
loan to our committee from the NIRB, (45 was 4be Fortas' widow who, like my wife,
wore ugly lisie hose to resist Japanese a gression.) Carolyn &gger maiden n me?

Some, Like Ton Emerson, remained good people and good lawyers, piineipled,

With the passing of time +hs quality of ap ointments o higher office
deteriorated, i soms wani to Jeile It Lmgan Defore Truman besams codient.

When I w.s gent to ses irede Cox when he was i D7 I found ldm rather wie
imaginative,

Those I worked with in Justice, of whon I believe I mentioned “hivman Arnold
and Joe Borkin, were truly fine.ds were 50Me WAoo were conservative,

Ed Pritchard, who'd clerked for Franifurter and whose ass I save once on the
sk comnittoo whern he was lost, went %o Jadl in ki« native Kantucky for election
crime of some sort. Very bright puy.

1t was a great time, for a1l the neny problems! Bspecially for young people,
If you'd ever like to tripger my recollections, come up sone time.

One of your msscciates at CNS is interested in Nacersgua of the prosent. If
there is any hi:torical interest, State should by now have disclosed a record that
passed through my hands when I wes receiving capbured Italian foreign office
recordss The fhurding Samoza called the Italian smbascader in and soked <f ha'd
ask Il Duce to please take the time and write him how he did it the Italian way, so
he could emulate it. The ambassador wrbte Musso a short letter about it. I daw no
rosponge, but I glso d1d not see nost of the rocords. I saw sone Sermen records, too,
if you ever known anyone who has such intereats,

If you ever known anyone, lawyer or other, who'd like to make a study of and do
a book on one of the most decent and principled, Clifford Durr's career would be
& superior eass, Ie refused Lpunn's raeppointnant to the X FC over Trunan's so-
called loyalty program. His wife, Virginia, as I recall, was ugo Black's sister-in-
law and I spent much with her. At the memorial service for him she told me that
I'd educated her erc B288 4 suiversive of her, neaning as resctinaries seo subversion,
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Thet service was the last tine I saw 4be Fortas. Or Jessica Hitford, who had Lived
Wiih the Duvys prd darried another Joung ey Yeql lavyor, 32 Truchaft. Ha Was oy
lawyer when I appeared before a secret session of the Houge Patents eo ittes, where
then Congres:man Hugh Scott was & real copout in what he mistakenly prosumed was
Walter ﬁuuenberg's interest, It wes OVr iy completely acoumte expese of g PI'L‘J;xdalrhia
Nazi fromt, Rahn & Haan, vhich was vested aftor nmy 07pose. dnd of a1l peonle and firms,
this Nazi front was represented by Brien ictighon's fim, asother young liew ‘or
1 should gay "ormee," who'a been in Kontucle- vith Bricn, prosent gt the hearing,
Trushaf$ hed nothing to say +o help me because it wasn't necessary. Two other young
lawyers, both Congressman and one a #ood friend, vYohn Coffee, dad all that Was
nocessary. ‘he other, nameq Lonnery, was the brother of the Hoyse gponscy of She
Vagnar (NIRB) Lot refemreq to in the review, That Connery then became my friend, He
liked my Woris and my standing up to the cord ttee chaimen, a native Hazi nemed Charles
Eramer Trow Caiifcinia, Aalso o dwidon,
“ms remings ne as i TauLniscs, of a pecond TWened up many oo ago by o

doctoral candidste I was WoApdirg, As he wont ever United Hina Workaya! records he
found & Pat Jackson Weno .roporting that I'g Prepared the defense of the Wagner-
domnery act belore the genate, I pecal] meeting yaorling then, and hie wife, bapy
Dubldin, active in Conisumer affsirs, but I heve no recollection at all of doing the
work Pat referred to, That, too, was the New Deal, almost anybody fitchings in to do
aelmost aqything that was nacessary,

CLift Durr went backt to ;Ambanu. te practise civii vlghts law befurs it hed thas
neme, M3 waa, I tidrls, Poza nrig’ lavyer.least tine T mew him was laavins a beforee
Pearl Havbor Peace meeting. I don't recall whether this was one Yo which I drove
Paul Robeson, Bo, it wasn't, (The FBI was then taicing lsicense nunbers but it novep
Produced any such records in response to my requests.Ponen was subveraive, +oo,)

Virginia Durre wanted me to run the anti-poll tax comnittee she started but T
decided inatoaq to de the anti-lagj Sxposes I did. She was a great gal,

I hope Irons was able to go into the character and personalities of some of
those mostly youmng lawyers. It would be 8vod for young lawyers to know,

about $14 a weelk, Luagine that! aay 8aved hundreds of thousands and fammers and farmg,
Hy fipst Jobinwaﬂlﬂngbonmi.nmo nd ‘bogi.vgyouanideaofwmtif:was then
dike for blacks, g MIRCET Black PhD aczred Taylor was he puerd a2t the P lding fn
videh T vorked, T ot §1440 a year, he got $1260, aan also had the 014 Post Office
bldg at 12 anq Penna, It had & £lass roof over the hollow center and waas an incubator
in hot weather, Mt 1g there AAL had an cxiremely rnolgy cwrdfuneling opor:.iian and
that is where black women could get claries Jobs, There may have been bettep ones
butIdonotmaJJ_a:w. One of Jack Dem 'ssparﬁ;:gparhersworkedwithmein
that builiding, and when i refused a Comaurd 4y Chest checkolf frou oy §30 4 weok, of
wideh I wes sending $20 o weal homz, I got 1aig off! Some of us men spunt a fair
amount of time responding to sereams from the wowen when the multitudinous bats flew
into their officess s..ihuy were 5010 daya]

Best wishes,




