Mr. #ark “ynch 1/19/85 B
122 Haryland éve,, HE
Washington, D.¥W. 20002

Dear Yark,

s Relax! This has nothing to do with the litigation. Ordinsrily I do not see the
s but this story on Yoe Rauh has a quote in which he swmarizes soue of whit I
1d you very well. I've marked it, and suggested that perhaps he understated in
saying no more than that we thought we werc saving the country. I think that in fact,
at least in spirit, we did. The "we" not referring to lawyers only, although it is,
I think, lilely that they did more than most and put in more overtime than most.
It also, as I think about it, docs not refer to the pre-FDR government employees.
Those I recall wer:s a stodgy, uncaring, timeclock-wutching lot. Bup this may be
unfair because, after all, I never met most of them.

I have to rest for a while, so I'll recall a little more for you. I can sit
and type when L can do nothing else except read.

I began in the dgricultural Adjustment Admirdstration, ridiculed by the Rengans
of the day and I suppose wost Hepublican's as practising birth control for piZs. &lso
for corn, wheat, barley, etc. It was headquartered at the 0ld Post Office Building,
recently refurbished. The bosces of my pert were loceted there end I can't remermber
anyone of the peonle I worked with sver working overtime, fnd wé had n bed lot of
bosses, one I recall botter that the others a hardbiten, bitter retired military
man, probably an officer. But then my cection was transferred to what had been n
smell apartment house on the south side of Independence Ave., just weat of Tth,
facing the oldest Smdthsonian buildings. I'm not clear on how many others d4d, but
I'm pretty sure n few .orked overtime, unpaid, if not as much as I did, so we could
straighten out a godawful mess in the files so that poor, and nostly very, very
poor, farmers could get peid. \There were & few large recipients of "birthcontrol"
money, and my olearest recollection is of corporate garhage collectors, espacially
in the New York City area, who fed the garbagn to pigs and may have had the country's
_ largest hogralsing operations.)

My pay was $30 a week as a clerk and I sent $10 of it home. My room cost about
$4,00 p week, a clean, decent room in a nice house, formerly a fine town house, on
19th, W (and later other pluces). I've forgotten how much morc board was but although
it was reasonuble I couldn't afford it. Max Gordon hud & decent and inexpensive
restaurant on the noths side of G NW next to the Vashington building. For 20¢ I got
2 eggs, 2 strips of bacon, 2 slices of mixk toast, and all the coffee I wanted. Most
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often as long as I lived in that area, that was my day's first food. When I wpaked g
was on Independence &ve we'd take turns going to a momandpop grocery at Tth and I
guess Virginia lunctime, get a loaf of bread snd pome slided balogna and that was o

lunch for our group. I doubt if four or five of us spent more than 15¢ for lunch.
When at the vold P.O+ therg was an inexpensive cafeteria in what was then the main
office of the Post Office epartment, only problem long lines, as well as one I do
not remember cloarly, in the old P.0. Later I shared a roon in an mpartment vhere

W hospital novw is with a fellow named Hornsby Crockett. Then I'd be wasliking east
on Penna. dve and pessed a place run by Bernarr cFadden, a phywicel culture buff

and I think reactionay publisher of the old Liberty magazine. Soke of the simple and
nourishing dishes clest as little as 2¢, bclieve it or not, made of g wuins. And when
I wanted to splurge, a little to the east, seme side of Penna. dve, probably bwetween
18 and 19, there was a renlly great chili joint. Served chili and not much else,
except hotdogs, etc. 4 big bowl of the best chili I've ever had was 15#. I'm not

sure bit I think they also had a 10¢ size. and, by living the wey I did, it was not
long before I'd saved enough to buy a car, a 1929 Ford roadster, with rumble seat
(what later generations missed when they weren't made any more, young people, . anyway!)
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Tor 75, the asking price. I widn't haggle. and it was & groat car, except that in
the intertime the openness and the poor fit oi’ the thin closures made it roush. 4fter
I was detailed 1o the Senat:, about 1 1/2-2 years.later, I went back to vhere L
bought it and for it and £25 more, again the asking price, got a 4-door Dodge sedan,
velour seata percect and not a scratch on the paint. You could park near the one
Senate Office “ldg of the time and I worked unpredictable hours, as L may have
indicated, not infrequently around the clock.

Through the dimness of so many years it is my impression that the kind of work
Rauh and I tslk about was mostly in the lew Yeal agencies, not the old, standing
departments with employees there when FDR came in. But I'm sure there were exceptions
and agaein I mnde be unfair. But it is my recollection.

auiong the people I worlred with on the Hill, almost anybody did almost anything,
facing whatever need appesrvd. I remember, if nol entirely how, that a bunch of us
on the commdtiee staff, when wo were investigating the Nationsl Metal Trades Assn.,
a reactionary employers' association, were in thef» files when they were taking a
leading role in employer opposition to Social Security when FDR mmmmm proposed.it.
and somcthing of which I have sbsoltietly no recollection at all that a scholar found
in some United Mine Burkers records, I propared the defense in the Senate of the
Wamer &ct for The M. I wsas then very close to onc of Yohn “ewis's legialutive
reps, a Very persBasive, wam alcoholic of a man named erdner "2at" Jacksen, from
a wouithy family, as was his wife, and fomerly informa¥ion director of the Sacco-
Vangetti comitee. Pat and I did some offective lobbying toguther, vhich is anothor
story and enother FDR story. Zxicept for o couple accused of being reds, and thoy may
have beoen, zlthough I nover sew any reason to believe it, I'm the black sheep of the
professional steff, Just avout ull the gthers went on to prestigeous positionn, oven
a couple of bastards worlked in ioc wreck the comdittee toward 1ts lact daya. Some to
the White louse, several io top DJ posts, also State and war agencies. ifter not
being in touch for years recently I hoard from cne of the youngsry ludyzrs who leoit
governient. He dld post of she legel sork for the Anti-Pofamation League in housing,
desbite what soms of the more radical blacks werco o say lster. I Jnpoensd to be with
b in his Yow lork cffice the day ths “upreme ourt held for hin in one of those cases.
(I'a sent hia a notice of u memorial meeting I could not get to for a (eformed drawf
of a man who was on the staff and then went on to become one of the best medical
writers. Name Cha¥lie Flato, not much more than 3 feet tall, hunchbucked, neoded
a cane to walk, and morce often workad lying on the floor than elevated at & deak.
I gave him a place to stay until he could get on his oun when he joinea up, and
I was elready sharing my small aporiment with Charlie Vlift, who'd werked for the
ACLU in NYC, father one of the original Woolworth's first assistants, until Charlie
knew that he was going to be kept on and brought his family down. lc later worked
for FCC and®m The Heporter magazine, doing fine worke. Clif't began as a volunteer,
of whom there were guite a few, including Scnator “ert Wheeler's aaught f‘ran, a really
fine person who died young. In a hospital made pussible by the wi'ther ol anether
volunteer, “uke Viilson. His parent controlled “oodward « Lothrpp. lis mother was
a Lothrop and they gave the land and probably more for NIH in Pethesda, Hal been
their fine estate. (Naturally the father wound up in Blizabeth Dillinz's MHEX
"Red Network,practising capitalist that he was!

Hany of the young lawyers of thit era did fine work during World var II, but
I was rather surprised to learn that a "liberal" when 4 met hin lster was one of
Trujillo's Washington lawyers, of whom he had quite a few.

AcX I think back, I an inecoined to believe that the real changes started when
the political pros talked FDR out of having Henry Wallace for a second term, Wallace
was & hard-workding vice prevident, in war work. ‘¢ hoanded one of the agencies. (First
time he ran for v.p. his closest assistants were with him at dgriculturc.I knew both,

Jimny LeCron and Peul Appleby. Law Professor and civil liber Tom Emerson was
one of the young lmmrgpbut I knew him only slightly, %rouéﬁ!?g% acksone
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liot quite as youns but fudrly young was another fine few Yeal lawyer whose name,
if I recall correcily, wao Just traded on by Sealia in a terrible busines, his
speciality. Jerome Frank became a judge, I think appeuls court. I knew him through
Pat also, not very well but enoush for use, as I recall, to use Tirst names. I still
for some sirange reason have a clear picture of the last +ime I @aw him, where it was,
etc. And once when I wrote you about those lawyers who became what I recall as good
Sudges and could not remember tho name. It was Charles Viysemski, I think in Boston.

A good oxample of what Rau refors to in the third graf is Brien HclMahon who,
when * lmew him well, headed the DJ Criminal Pivision, had hendled personally g
peonage case and thoen was parsonslly hindling the signifiecant, for the era. H.rlan
County Conspiracy case. After he left Justice and bofore he became a Senator, his
law form, and I mean his, the one he atarted, ropresented Nazi corporations I exposed
for, of sll improbably peovle, Wrdter énnenberg. (Bfien "fathered" the Atomic
Energy Act.)

How was it then? I was worldng for peanuts snd not complaining ond not asldng
for more because the committee had such mesger funding. But its chief file clerk,
my umethor's age or older, end motherly, wus perried 4o a sugar lobbyist, and he ussd
he comections in A& Agriculiure o get me hired thare and respsigasd to the
Committoe. L never put a day in at Agreiulture. in fact, on paper I was The
sdminictrative assistant to the heatl of the Farm Secwrity Adrd ndstration.

That yemainds of how it was with the “ongress then, but it is lunch time and
I'm rested and will be gzetting back to work. T do not knou how it is with the
Conmreso nov, but then it was very informel, very open, enemies were fairiy {riendiy,
Congressmen and Senstors very asccessible, and after they fadled to “get" me Martin
Dies, Joe Starnes, next to Dies on the comrdittee and I were firvetenaming. But they
were not invited to the imprompty porty for me by some Uongroasman the nizght of the
day “he grond jury indicted the Dies apent and petruned to indict me, Not because UJ,
FEI and USA éidn't try hard. Another story!

Beot wishes,




Jl~as you can see, 1 make no mention of the litigation in this letter to “ynch. In the ‘
past he expressed an interet in thatiera and said he'd be coming up to talk to me o
about it. Before your FOIA activity. When I reminisce I generally make carbons for &
Dave vice oral history, =0 will you pleasc send this to him? I've been iddng fewer i
copies to avoid filing that really isn't necessary. I remain surprised that he remains &;
silent. I'd have thought that as soon as he read the decision he'd have phoned. If only -
to convey his beliefs, any opéions, etc. If I lack an explanation of his silence I'm Q@“
inclined to atiribute it to embarrassment that was greater when he learned that you'd &
gotten the records about which Burnham wrote. (And the kind of simplg, unintended error e
you indicated is not unusual. Difficult to avoid often. HW1/19/85




