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Cavett Show:Vidal Edited 
By Tom .Shales 

The ABC television net- 
work has again lowered the 
boom on talkshow host Dick 
Cavett, cutting guest Gore 
Vidal's comments about 
Vice 	PresIdent-designate. 
Nelson Rockefellr from the 
Cavett show to be seen 
Thursday night at 11:30 on 
channel 7 (WISIAL) here. 

Cavett yesterday caned '. 
the censorship -another at-
tack of the sillies." and "one , 
last tango" for him 'and the 
ABC legal liepaitments Ca-
vett and ABC lawyers have 
engaged in_ repeated skir-
mishes over political opin-
ions expressed on his show. 

The censored remarks—
about 20 seconds in length-
were part of Vidal's' answer 
to Cavett's question, "Where 
would you find 'an honest 
politican—Rockefeller?" 	- 

Vidal's reply, now cut 
from the tape, begins, "Oh, 
no!" and includes references 
to Rockefeller having alle-
gedy "given money to every-
body in the state of New 
York for services maybe 
rendered, oc not-sreinfertd.` 
and having "bought the en-
tire Republican machine  

since 1958 in the state of 
New York." 

"I believe that the man 
who corrupts is as wicked as 
the man who is corrupted." 
Vidal says. "This, I am told, 
is un-American." That ends 
the censored material. 

A spokesman for ABC 
said yesterday that Vidal 
had made "a potentially 
libelous statement involving 
allegations of dishonesty" 
that was "particularly irre-
sponsible in view of the con-
firmation hearings going 
on.", 

Cavett said the network 
insisted on cutting not only 
Vidal's wqrds but his visual. 

. image from the tape (usual 
practice is to "blip" just the 
words) and refused to let 
Cavett add a disclaimer to 
the opening or any other 
part of the show informing . viewers that a cut had been 
made. 

Cavett also said that Vi-
dal, currently on the promo-
tion trail for his new book, 

. "Myron,' 	made - similar 
statements about Rockefel-
ler and other politicians on 

- other talk shows in recent 
weeks. 

"I wouldn't know about  

that:: the ABC spokesman 
said in response. 

Cavett estimates that 
"three or four times" the 
ABC legal department has 
changed the- content of his 
programs. The most publi-
cized case involved a pro-
gram early this year featur-
ing radical leaders of the 
'60.3. ABC lawyers insisted 
th'at I2 minutes of comment 
by "conservatives" be added 
to the show before It could 
aired. 

Cavett announced re-
cently that he was leaving 
ABC (his contract with the 
network expires Dec. 31) 
and joining CBS, where he 
will host entertainment ape-
dais and not a talk show. 
The Vidal program is the 
fourth-to-theslast of his ABC 
Programs. all of which have 
already been taped. 

thought all this was 
over," he said dejectedly 
Yesterday "The network can 
take out whatever it wants, 
but they wanted us to edit 
the tape so cleanly that no 
one would know it had been 
edited. And it was done just 
that way. Now' there's noth-
ing I cart do. The show will 
air and the public will be 
deceived." 


