Route 12 - 01d Recelver 2pad
Frederick, ®d. 21731
January 23, 1977

#r, Richard Curtis
156 Hast 32 St.
Haw York, %, Y. 10007

dear Dick:

You may not de aware of it but an January 19 you wrote ma what months ago I sald in
mare datail ynu_would. almost a decads age

Your letter also sxplata s all ever again why/I had to recast Be role {a whick I coyld
be of social usefulness. _

The Ring assassination is one of the turnisg podnts in modern history, It is the
most costly crime in our history. The FBI says its favedtigation is the second
largeit snd second most expensive ever,

In st nine years only one book mot a sycoshantic, unquastioning suppert of official
mythology has been published. This is my FRAME-UP, It has an unusual history for a
vook. It pravided 2 dafense for the sccused Ray after he claimed he had been coerced
iato a guilty plea. It and my subsequent iavetigation reopened the case. There was
8 succassful habeas corpus petitha baszed on this bock and my subsequent fmvestigation,
Both were then acid-tested in opes court én a Yong evidentiary hearing., In cach and
every particular the book and this suhssquent work were roven correct. The Judge's
decision totally ifgnored guilt or fanocenca in the erime.

To me this represents the failure of the basfc institutions of cur sacfaty, Socisty
is thereby endangered. Tha sbligatfons of a writer of nonfictien fnclude seeking to
protect society and inforsing the pesple se thav can.

I thus undertook an overview of the assassination, ths {nstitutions and the people
involved, some quite famous. SBegirning with the title, THE KING CONSPIRACIES. I could
not be more explclt about conteat. A$ the outset I distinguish between kinds of cone
spiracies, separating those that, whother or not sutside the Tar, will not be con-
sidered conspiracfes vader the law, I show with solid, btally frrefutable fact that
all the institutions designed 2o protect sociaty combised ¢o assurs thfs temible.
crime could not be solved and that the lone accusad would mever be trisd,

Except for twd chaptors, nefther essential 2o the sense, there i 2 rough draft of
akout two-thirds of tha hook. You described it as “Brilliant.” I provided 2 descrip-
tien of the last third. It 15 #ithout pracadent in the material on which it 13 based
and the means by which I acquire this materizl. In the conclusios I “g8lve” the
erime to tha degrse this can now be dona = averything sxcept ths namass,

Zebra has rejectad what it prafses, “a very saleabls property.” ¥hile they did want
a “solution,” without 2 selutfon 1L can be "a very saleable groparty, ”

e

“1f Harold can odit out a lot of the perssnal vendettas and the Kepnedy material” {s
tha explamation of the rajectfon. ¥ith editing thera fs “a very salsable property.®
Tals s of no intarest o tais sublisher.

I've been told thts before, The reasons have nothing to do with any Kennady matsrial
or allegad vendettas. It goss back to oae of the aarliest rajsctions of wy first
baok which became the best seller predicted by so many editors. Anm hensst aditor
wrote me, "Cortalaly sne day soon vou must fiad the publisher with the enthusiasz

and courage nacessary.”
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The reason then was Saar. Tae reason now is fear of a tough, irrefutable Losk about

an fuportant eveat and the sorrounding circumstance, & book that aven when 2y earlier
work is considered w#ill be the most definitive exposure of official misconduct, particu-
larly by the FBI.

Thare are always legitimats diffarances of opindfon mlating to a1l aspects of a book.
Thers can be major differences over what should and should mot be included. The

passion and anger of my writing is often wmwelecome. It happens that I must expross
emotion &0 be able to work now., [ am aging. 1! a® tirdag. The adrenalin must flow.

Stmultancously I 2= engaged in what I balieve history will record as both the largest

and the wost successful {nvestigation of officlaldom, twestigative agencies and of- -
fictal misconduct ever undertaken by org person. It deals uniquely with the politfcal =ssas
assassinations and with the integrity of our basic ins2itutions. In velume 1t now
takes up alout 20 fila cabinets.

%y role 1s not only that of writar, Hithout filling the otner roles I camnot write,

Wnile 1 was drafting the first tws parts of this book, I was recovering from saricus
zilness and suing the Department of Justice znd the FBI for more material to dnclude
n tha book,

1 knew 11 was probable that hoth 2diting and cutting would be wanted. So I put the
book together anabling almost 211 of this to be done with pencil and scissors. I then
told you a publisher ctaking 2 meaningful commitnent to the book could have certs
¥lanche on editing and cutting,

The beok s a first-persen account. Others do not have to agrze as I do with Sobby
Remnedy’s corruption of Dante, thers is a special corner of hall reserved for those
who renzin silent in time of moral crisis.

#nfle I do aot know what {5 meant by "persomal vendetta,” it s what one “can adit out.®
Unly 1 am to do 12, mot the publisher to whem I've givea carta blanche,

This makes a publisher no wore than a printer. And who does all the {avstigating and
other work such books rzquire while | am 2ditiing?

A publisher whe is oo wore than z printer pudlishes for a writer whose interest is
vanity. " i

1 told you that with a decent contract I would drop all other work and complate the
draft within 3 month but that without a contract this would be foolish, That judsment
was based ou prior experience. It bas since bsen vindicated to an exgont I 52d aot
anticinated,

The third part will be a real shocker. How it 2lso will contain suppressad official
proaf of evaryihiag I safd about the crims based on my own, my parsonal investigation
and analysis. Point by paindul poht.

¥y maans of obtaining official records ars not Iimited to what 4s turned over to me
because it 1s spacified in my Froedom of Information rsaussts. AL the time I teld
you what the third part would hold, I had obtained more than enough ynder FUIA, What
it says can be pyt stuply? The c¢rime was not coumitted as officially alleaed, all
sfficials involved knew thés.and, knwolng 18, thay combined {n 2 frase-up. This is
why I salectad the title, The King Cleaspiracies. This is a horror story,

¥, because 1 did not write the thivd part, I will do it differently, including a
different sst of records. I %i1) do this in what I balieve will be a quite dramatic
way, taking zach and every allegation about the crimz and showing with each the con-
trary of fickl evidencd. I do mazzm on svary point of the allagatiens, aven 2hoss Aot
relevant. 1 do =msan this totality. I can now do it in facsistle on avery allsgation.
Tais extends to 2y solution to the crime, mine of years agn, the one on which I have
wortad g0 Tong and so hard. 1 now have tha offieial oroof of how the black mossian
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was kiiled and how those who ¥1lled him wers made imnuns,

This one ot of rscords not under ay FOIA request weasurss 15 inchez, It also {5 the
smaliest segment of what [ am getting. At Jeast 25,300 pages are coming through the
court. At the vary sinimm this book 13 backstosped by the eatire F3I headguarters
FILE 04 THE Xing Assassination and on James Earl Bay, I have already wade the Targs
initial payment. [ am dolng tifs ouisi{de of court. Yy source ghose guiet cooperation
In proferencs 20 2 courd record.

There has mever Lean 2 book with this kind of backstaonfeg, these kinds of credantials.

Tais is not just 2 orized archi ve, part of an even larger one for which I had another
requeat from another wyiversity this week.

Tafs is a book with 3 unique potential. 1Tt can and I delisys with a dedicated publishar
it will brzak thls majeor case apard.

I hava already done mosi of whel the new House comsfttes can expect to de on this case.
It is pelitically orisnted and floundering. It has bought FRANL-UP to use 25 a staff
text. You can avaluats thes from thfs: Iemmediately after they bought PRAZE-UP, they
leaked some of it o Jack Andersos, rapresented {t as the resuits of the comaittes's
own {nvestigation,

You say that you will take no wowe initfatives. 1 give you this addsd fnformatisn about
the content fn the event you come across 2 publisher who is looking for 2 dofinitive
work on thz subjsct, ot the veadily-placad Junk nobody fears publishing,

I weald Hie to balieve hat with such a book I may yet “find the publishar with the
eathustasn and courage nacessary.® It sheuld de both gratifying and profiteble to 2
dadicated publisher,

There now ars no real rizks involved for a publisher. These wers visualized with the
sarly JFK hook. Thers have beon very real risks for me. Ome cannot fight the Depart-
ment of Justics abd the FBI as I have te ohtain these records without putting ona's
head on the block and darine the chap. 1 actually had 2o put them in a postithn to
prosacuts me. When thay darsd net, I balieve thers is more than a change in climate
to assure publishers thers will ba no retaliation. '

Sinceopely,

Harold Haisberg



