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¥r, Bernard Fensterwald, Jr. 4/15/71
210t L 8., MW #2035
Washington, D.C. 30087

Dear Bud, !

While this is an update for you and Jim re Zebra/King I do not forge my comments
on my learning sbout how hard I am to get aleng with. I keep hearing it in geperalities,
yesterdey from Walter who is oblivious to his own bad behavior with me. I was not as
pointed as I could bave been, less then I should have beem, and I donit lmow if what
1 was trying %o tell him will gzet through to bim if he thinks about it.

Prior to the ﬁrat meeting with him and Boberta I discussed s reformulation of the
new King book with Yim and “gs Payne. We agresd in geneml on a simply structure, When
Jim and I met with Walter and Roberta they said they liked it. They wanted to see what
L have to supuort whats I say so they ageeed %o oome down with CGeller and house oounsel,
Jerry. They theg got their dates mixed up and wasted two more weeks getting mawmmdzia
eround to that. Theyesald they wewe impressed, that they had never dreamed about such
backatop:ing for any boolk,

We talked about other works; those of which you lnow. Hhere was such excitement
that Walter offered me at dssl for this and three mors book, the sscond three %o be
delivered within a year. I could not socept this and did not. £ gave him a partdal
explanation. I gave Bm the rest yesteryia. Eethenadm:lttoﬁ that my refusing to aceept
thamtractheoffemdmmmmmtamat.ﬂhmlmnmditmmeymm
he abruptly swlitched ¢o we'd do the first and ses how we get along. I agresd. Be asked
me wha t I want and I said $20-825,000 advance and help, an assistant and an editor. It
is ny recollectdon thiz was more or less to at the $20,800 figmre and that they
had only ame gquestion, ceuld Geller be hurt. on the book but scme on whether he'd
heve to be detached. I #old them I wanted to plan the book with them and they said they'd
be in toush, I told Walter I was in much that + would not just dvop but that the minute
I get a contract I would, that I'd push as muchss possible to clean anything I could upe.

Waeka ya.aawﬂhnowmﬂ. phons. ﬁais apolggetic. I say when will we sit down and
planthebook.ﬂenbahanktomthehmm. + does not happen, Pinally, whem I have
transportetion problems - my rifle’s wife's pregmsficy = he tells me doun't worry, they'll
cors here is necessary. Finally it is set up for yesterday.

In the time he's wasted I could hzve completed a drafé.

We start talking yesterday and he is ecstatic about snother book. I should write a
first-person ohe saying how great I am. I deoline. He explains further and it is less
objectionable. Still further explanstions and I say it can be a worthwhile book but that
I will not write it, I'll co-author i%. By ¢his %ime it is clear he is waving tinssl.
would be a great book if I include a few of the King documents I showed them. Irafuaa
and say I'm there %o talk about a King book, that * think itbhhas unprecedented potential,
that we were $o have gotten kmzgw Yogether to plan it and still have not. So he backs off
tids sorimshew but with consplousus lack of enthusiasm.

Unless Roberta never says shything she was cued in o ﬂxislin'berpretaﬁm. then,
eariler or both. Ske hsd nething ¢o ssy. Here X an ssying that ~ have more then anyone
ea n use, tell me what yeu want so I can do what you want and I still have no answer. So
I tell them how I visualize it and they agres, -his is where it comes out that everyone
Welter talked to tell him I am impossidble to get aleng with. They have been toying for all
thewe months, are never as good as their word, 1 am patient with all their childish games
with a serious subject, + give them carte blanche on content and editéng and I am hard
to get along with.
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Ee mentioned no nawes and I asled none.

But I want it imown by all my siipposed friends that if I ever heerd this one iime
with attribution the cne io whom it is attributed will never forget it. There is not
one about whom X carnet tdck off a ruinous recowd. And I will, believe mz.

My unpardonsble sin appears to be seeing clearly and correctly, forecasting accurately
and then about all of this maintaining a public silence.

Not one sver asked for help without getting it. Mot one ever peid me for this,
exceps with this triserable perscmal business in which each seeks to hold me responsible
for his own failings, not wunoomuenly the mame failfngs repeated over and over.

If we canlt éndo the past I'm not reliving it as nov I'm being forced to with Weltar.

How I'm in a bind entirely of Walter's making, probably at least partiefly infuenced
by this nasty business. It is exactly as I told kim, if we did not proceed imnedintely
¥ime problems would develop. I could see some. There have been othors.

I nesr much ahout the great accomplichrents of othors 4f I do not see them. I &y %o
do-whet I can and I know what it produces. But when I am without mesns I have %o find
=z ways %o pay what for me ave comsiderable costs. I've about cleansd iut what remains
of what we got for the Hysattstown property and I have to do anything I can to be shle
$o pay what for me are oppressuve costs, * have an income for tais week that will pay
for perhaps six weeks of predictable costs. Once 1% 1s past, if thers is not a result
that can yiold more and if it does will teke more time, I mow have o help {1:: prepare
what we must do in €.A.T5-226, There are, of course, other matters that reqiire time
end eannot be ignored.

This means that thanks to Walter and ks vacillations and the influsnce all ny
suppogsed Priends have had on him I cannot for a 1little while gat to what he has asked,
As soon as I can I will, It may be ae little as a weelt, I won't kaow until sfter Yim is
back and has hold of things agsin, -

I want you to imow what I did to eliminate problems. It is not enly to give them
carte blanche, wmmismmmmzmmgﬁﬂt?mm*m Payne and Howsrd for
them to read copy =t the xmgm rough-draft level and for “ohn Hanrahan to edit - 211 before
retyped copy gets to Zebra. If you don t know *ohn bhe was State editor of the Post uniil
the pressmen's strike, when he was firsd for supporting the pressmen, I hed also arranged
for local copy reading as it came out of the machine but that person since hes been
taken i1). I have other people working on earlier preparaticss for ms. Now you tell me
this d4s being hard to get along with,

On substence I tell you only that we have never had snything like this. I have shoun
Walter and his people enpugh bud very little. I have copies dupliceted out of my possessjone
If you went his evaluation ask Yim, I have not suthorized him %o tellesnyons what the faot
ar are, I add to thds that with what lene has done to you =nd Yin in Hasxhwmo
his monstreity it is impirtant for both of you for me to have this out as pson as possible.

o __ When I have this all put together Jim wants to deliver a copy to ¥riffin Bell, I think
Bell will want 4%. Or be very sorzy if he does not. :

Walber vants en outline and a sauple chapter. Becausa 1% will taks longer for a resl
chapter I offered an outline ané the introduction. Be does not want that., “his meane it
hae to take more time. There is not this time. But I also have no chouce because I can't
go around the publiching houses and I can ¢ do anything about this wretched bullshit so
many people have been maldng mwpyww careors out of in ckdldish efforts at self=justification.
As soom as I can I will do what Walter really does not need now. ;t is an excuse for
something else. I will then be prepared to proceed on my own agein if he Aces not make
firm comcitments, including date ot publication and promotions.If at my age and in my
condition i8 is not wise for me to have another book to pay for and promote and less wise
for me fo take this tine for from other wori/ Itreglly have little chouce. This dilletantism



and the unchanging dillectantes ave the rsason.
I can't explain ¥alter in thds. It makes no sense. If there wero neiit to any of
his shifting shpposed reasons & nominal expenditure would gliminate %them.

He supposedly wants books that can bring hinm prestige. 1 leave you with your own
description of yours. I'm sure you were honest in what you told me. If Kantor's is
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good it will not be really significqnt. MeDonald's, in spite of what they may Tell you,
they kmew was g fake when they did i%t. So you tell me why he has baen apinning my
i wheels for me all this time with a workk of such solididy it carmot be imagined.
J If 1 corrsctly understood something he sugsested he also has other crap iu his guke

I don'% kaow whose bogk or what aspect.

Besnvhile, as I $0ld him yesterday, I kmow of other shit books he has been offered.
I +01d him of Lifton's and Chastain's and he saw I kmew what I wav talidng about. I do
believe that whan he has other whwm works under considerstion sialling me and shifting
around snd not keeping his word are not encoureging.

S0 while I am izprossed by him, find him to be an able man, a pleasant ous, I
have guesiions. He talks ome way and gpes another. He appears not to have any interest
in meaningful work regardiess of what e says.

The more crap he yrints the les: chance there will be for gerious work, aven if he
manages to make money from crape. I do not expect a repatition of Mcionald and if the
wozk is bad enough i mey not be silent about it.

1g is possidle to simplify this, to say that when you have met one pusliaher
you hsve met them gll, So he is another publisher, regardless of what he ssys about
hirself. “ocking st it this wey he is 1o uorse thaa otbers. [nd I nedther went to publish
myself nor mail books out myself. Even if the only ones of my books that have not done
wnmthomotherswbliahad.Sol'lldoashoasksaasoonasl‘canandhope that
the effects of the bug that hit him will wesr off.

When he was here Walter was so excited about Agent Oswald be wended that first.
Now he is not %% telking about it.
What he is doing %o me, if he goen shead, is saddling me with the burden of all the
crap he has under contract and in mind. If thoy do mot do well amd he does not do well
_ I'11 be peying for it. Incredibly he eamnot reaelize he is talking about erap.

S0 I am unhappy about this situation and mers than unhappy about all the Imsmdy
lousy things being mxksxx s2id sbout me because zX ihey ate hur¥ing not me but what 1 can
do or it seems now even try to de. IF thia een;thmdmeithsdhetmmtberepeam
by aryone not prepared to sey 4t to uy face. Whether il is presently a facter or iz not
I canB€ be sure. It is Welter's explicit sgxplanation.” What it has weent on the Hill
should be painful to anyene of decent concert.

¥With all of Walter's shifting he may shift again. If we go forward en this perhaps
it will mean that I can have an assistant, can be more effecient, can do mores -

I any event I hope that those who think they know ms can understand that it is
the yesl re that would have nothing to do with his atirastive offer of en eusy ogo-
trip, naticowide sttention and all that gees with ite A1l I really want to do ij what
I have from the first, nosd what others invenm: and come to believe.

s I told Aethy, this time I may have to tangle with feme. Much as I'd enjoy 1t
the enly reasen I'd do it is because it is pecessary. Hepnuhile I'11 4o nothing Yo dis=
§ courage any of his appearances, any prowotions for his terrible, stuff end any of the
! copies of plugs and stories or tapes I may get. In the =nd they 1l help. I think your
interest ¥ill be served by getting tapes of his two recent appearances on the Jerry
®i1iiams show, one with Cohen and Lifton and a later one from Palm Paach, by phone.

Sincersly,
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