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Rufus W Youngblood Dies;
“Protected Johnsoana]las

= SAVANNAH, Ga —Rufus W.
--Youngblood, the Secret Service agent
hmmredfortluowmgh:mselfmtopof :
*+’then-Vice President Lyndon B. John-
~, son to protect him during the assassi-
-natlon of President John F. Kennedy,

___lmsdmdat72

-_.  Mr. Youngblood, who retired to Sa-

2:yannah more than 20 years ago, died

,..of lung cancer Oct. 2 in a hospice, his
daughter, Rebecca Youngblood

2 ‘Vauglm said today. : o

'-*;.i Mr. Youngblood was assigned to |
i ‘protect Johnson from 1961 to 1966. In

* November 1963, during the presiden-

—na]mptoDa]]as,hewasndmgwmh

.~.Johnson two cars behind Kennedy’s

_mrwhenheheaxdthefatalslwts. e

*v% Mr. Youngblood turned from the
. front seat and pulled Johnson to the

t aﬂoor, shouted “Get down!” and then

= ha]f-satandha]f-sprawledonmpofﬂ:e

- ¥ice president, according to news ac-

;hacclu.nts.

R “Itcouldhavebeenaﬁrecracker a

.*bomb or a shot,” he said afterward. I

*.recognized it as an abnormal sound

"+ and realized some action had to be tak-

.. ‘en. I saw. quick, unnamralmovements
.in the president’s car.”

i HewasawardedﬂmTreasmyEx-

g oepttonal_SemoeAwardfornslunglns
- life in protecting Johnson. : i

.4 Mr. Youngblood began his Secret
SerwoecareermAthntaleSland
- later transferred to Washington. He

*. fetired from the service in 1971. i

.*. Mr. Youngblood’s daughter said her

+ 4ather, a smoker, had suffered from

* - Jung cancer for about two years.



