Ma_y 14, 1971

The Editor ;

New York Tlmes Sunday Boolk Review
New York Times
New York City, lew York

Dear Sir;

I had the funny feeling thet I wasn't {inding out anything
abeut the book FRAME-UP by idarold Weisberg wnen I rogd the review
of it by Jeohn Keplen in the dMa_y 2 Sunday Hew York Times Book
Review, I presumed ne didn't read it, so I did.

Indeed, Mr, Raplan has overlousked the central issue of
- |-v’ = p ) & . - -
FRAME-UP.wiiich 1s: Martin Luther Aing's assavssination was thae
rezult of consplracy. '

Instead of revieving for the jublic the evidence FRAME-UP
egteblishes to prove 1ts conspiracy thnesis, Kroplan attempts to
diccr=dit the book on these extra_neous ilzsues: 1. FRAVEUP is part
of the continming literature on consjzira_cy in our asssssinations,

2, It attacks important men and institutions who losksd no
- further thsn Jdawmes fierl Rey for thelr solution of the crime. Sore
of these "zutiorities" €4id the sane for tiudir investigstion of
the Jomn F. Kennedy death. 3. Its zuthor, Hereld Velsberg, is not
a lawyver. 4. FRAME-UP is irrelevant because Ray 1is techinically
guilty according to his plea whether or not he fired the shot thst
killed iLhing.

The Leanlan aporeach elearly defeats itself. What docs his
gnibble matiter wien the assassinaticns of peace-makers go on, vhen
the Deparftment of Justice has so inverted the use of consniracy
charses es to runder them meeningless, end vien Kaplan himself,
wio teachoes the lav, is indifferent to the final cuestion of
whetner our legal system functiocns or not., ie wrote, "In a trisal,
50 far £5 we ecan tell, neither Ray nor the prosecuticn would heve

any interest in litigating the pullt of other possible co-conspirators
uninown te us.™ The prosecution--in this cass, a few Hemphis judges
witn the help of the FBI--may not be intercsted in vnreventing the
ssassinatlion of future nlack leaders. but please, lMr. Kaplan,
2trts Iinterest is other, and aigher,

'he strenpsth of this book lies in its exposurc of mal-functioning
mal-practicing snd official obfuscaion in the case on its three
frontss in Ma=uphis wihere tne crime snd the mini-trisl took nlace;
in London wiere Hay fhegsteories of Ray's capture and extradition

contain nore wyth than truth; in ¥ashington wiere the Justice
Dzpartuent impedes access to inforwmation tnat cught to be aveilahb
to the publie, %
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dhat Weolan has dene by tgnoring the substence of FuiM¥E -UP
1s to supnress in turn “he Tactusl eviaen ne: nqiei 18 ortpinally,
accoprding to ¥aisberg, suphreszed by tho ietlzl investipgotion
2nd the Mewnals puilty-olee trisl wiors rm crors«w erdueinetion took

obJect to thils Wind of double eniternte., ¥Will the New Yorlk
Tines make it e trinple? I not, it will instisate a new revisw,

Carel Jaochsen
' t 71 Street
Eew ,cr City, k. Y, 10{L3




