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HGEESE FOR FEACE®

THe Asaceisted Prsss ealled me "s one-men foreign sid progrem™.,
Newspapers c¢spiioned my picture "farmer~diplomat™. Redio snd TV stsilons
fro: cosst t0 cosed and sround the world invenmted their own compliments,

Marylané

I am the sssli-pouliry fsmeer whose persos:l sgriceultural essigitsnes
to unknown, pocrer fuinmiers in less developed countiries succesded end, for
B éhéle, seaund 9 aapturéthe netionel imeginstion., In what I consider =
fudl 1ife, nothing has giver me ss much sstl sfaction.

Perhaps the most gratifying eXperience wes the resdy help provided
by people of sll égee, meny then snd s$ill uskaswen to me, who pliched in
as esch of esn ineredible sequence of emsrgencies arose, - ithout them the
firat of my projects would never have succeedsd, That was importent jo me
and, il the siztement of s gov?:rzmznt gfficial is true, o the then fladg-
ling Teses Corps, for he ereﬁiﬁtéd thia :projmzs with getting the Pesce Corps
ite first szood publicity "bresk”.

"(sege For Pesee” is what Merthe Cole;, the Associated Fress's warso-
hesrted Weshingion corrsspondent who wrote the first story, Gubbed my sdven-
ture, Thst phrese stuck. I3 waes slso applied o my subsscquent e fforis,

*%hy geese:" you may m;ﬁéer, especiaslly when my wife and 1 are
champlouship chiecken relsers and cooks., Decauses zesse hsve the uniqus
capacity to live snd reproduce thesselves on vegeteiion slone. They cen
eonwert whst would othe riise be waste - weeds and gress - into snimsl pro-
tein, And epimsl probein iz probebly the grestest single deficiency in the
diets of sll the undsrfsd peoples of the world,
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vhet prompied a fomer 1o do something 85 off-best asg thist
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I dvs¥ my inspirstion from two presidents, Eisenhowsr and Eennedy.
Whan "Ike" csme back i‘r:gn Southesst dsla, he mede a fins speech in which be
seid thet govemmmeni-to~government ald wes sazsentisl, tub eeeh americen
should slso *hink how he swuld help., I'm probsbly the only wsn who dook
him seriously. But my efferiz came to nothing after w0 yesrs of trying,
and I had given up wher J¥K's ipaugurs)l address stlrred us s1l, especielly
nis vnforgetyshble line, “ick not what your country will do for you - sk
whek you csn do or your ecuntry.” I hope I'm not the only one who ook
thiz inlunetim to heerd,

In givins the Peste Corps my bssutiful Plosk of 25 7hite Chine
geese, I 2120 hed lees obvious purposes. I wented %0 g8% psople thinking
ahaat our expensive officisl foreiga ald, I‘ wated fever milliofs in $he
pockets of erooked politicians who never stay bought, I wsnted more food
in emply stomschs. 1 wanted our fine agrieunliursl sclentists o reslize
thely twentisth-century skills snd technigues cennot be suscessfully super-
imposed on almor¥ medieval economies. sAndé I wented a%t lesst soue peopls in
the rest of the world io undersiand that, rezerdless of vhet they misht
have heard, Amsricene are not motivated by only merveenary snd sslfish come
siderstions,

How well 1 sicceeded cen be measured by the vprominence worlé-wide
news mediz gave the atory end by the hundrsds of letiters, not ong of which
wes @ "orenk” letter, from friends I hadn't seen in years, from other
fex;mrs in remote eress of fer-ewsy lands, from governments, snd from juss
wmﬁsrfui, plain people who sbopped their deily wsork lonz encugh o send
me 2 few encoursging worda. 7The United States Informetion Agency hes %old
me how much %hese projeets have helpsd our nsbionsl izaaﬁa. Ye hbve seen
this perscnally im communicstions from evary continent exespt Australia.
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¥py T decided cu the ¥hite Chinms geess - Thelr wan-1ike besuly,

higher ;:mduc*’siﬁw, gnd othar specisal chsracteristies, ¥ith humdrous enes-
dotes sbout them.

Taking it up wiib the inkemational Coozeration Adminigtretion {1ca),
fore-rusner of the present Afency for Inteme tiwmel pDevelopment (AIL}. Cood
ranetion bus nothing hsppemsd. Faes 1t wes oo 1ste 5 sead geese, offer
&6f agzys for hetening. 411 the red tape taat bogged it down, ending W ih
jogous acceptance of ferille eges Zor 41 Club prizes in Zores, but inebilit)
of ICA-Teshinmion to get from l0A~30Xsa namss snd aldressss of recipisnts,
even sfter I had arranged fres alr trenspordadion of esus.

Informal sdnmiasion »f ressond: Mo opportunity for locsl gralt; no
justifiestion of lsrge sums arproprisied - wafzrence for expansive 'p.fcj—
eats vhich mede striking ststisticeg; not the Ytype of project thet justified
%ime of highly sduested, wall saleriaq' Fasghington parscanel 2r impresssed
Congress at arpropristion $ime.

Phone csll to Pesce Corps public informstion office & helf-hour be-
fore the worting Asy begen., Found s.mBs 8t work, ‘ﬁs liked the ides, said

“.

he kzsw »f two ~lecss 4% wvould work in well, znd prowised to be ip towh.
It harpaned as he s2id, and T heerd from the Felfer Proleet thet they were
to srrange for transportstion of geese to Jt. lucia, perhspe the tinlest
and poorszt of ths “ritish Test Indies.

Hotifieation geese to b 3hi§peé from Friendehip Airvort, nesr
Haltimore, only on hour fron our ferm explsnation of hizh cosis Bnd yeb
necessity of air trensportstion {over 52,00 per gross pound, or mors then
twice the valne of the gesse, from T.0,E. oely). I conceived specisl

erates weighing less then helf sz much gs ordinery crates, Uy feed cone

pmy supplied rsw msterisls, high school shoy teschers made asctusl design




to my speciPications and hed 4their siudents fadbricsts as vert of school werk,

Tha dsye of lozistics by Haeifer Projact to locats avd tmy shipping
apace, ¥hioch wes avallable oty 9% Tdlewild Alrvort in Yow Tork in six
days. Osess had o be theteslD aus. Tussday, Decewbsr 19. Cooperaticn of
vublisher of Fraderick, ¥4, waver In arrsnging trausport tion to lew York
fran Yreferick airport by locel Civil Adr Patrcl, which looeted 23 bor-
rowed five smsll plasss for opersiism,

“ednesdny, TNecamber 13, LP broke story Irmm cospt-to-coest, snd
Thursisy TV csmeres were et cur form, showing its locetion snd wipre gease
were confined, Theft of come of geese Tridey nigtd by vorld’s nestiest
msn, Offers from othérs vho had my %00k 40 meke up losses, Use of periye
line phone to spresd word that T kmew who had gsese tut would 8o nothing
it shey wers returned in $ime - =n amply threst.

fipile I was in Frederick Saturdsy sfternoon erremzing for itrsnsvor-
tation of geese im bitter westher fram farm to sirport, locsl vei called
tc report loss in Chrisimss meil rush of prerequisite heslth certi ficetions
from sgrieuliure Depariment.
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Ssturdey night spent until slmost midnigh+t telephoné unknown officisls
of the agrieulture ‘epsr-tmeat g% their bomes until I located the right one.,
rersugded him %o cut ref tspe mmd tslegrath clesrsnce o animel heslth of-
fieials st Idlswild on threst of ire of President's brother-in-law {whom I
then hed not met) .if, efter sll the publicity, he fell on his Tece,

Sunday spent chesing end csiching replscement geese oo ice (while T
was on crodches) in cess stolen geese weren'ds rotumed in time. They were
put bsek in the same building frou which they were tsken Sundsy night}

Hondey morning reiny, Fredsriek Trucking coupeny todk gosse o

eirpord, only to find plenes fopged in., ¥ith eir spece airesdy bought ad




patd for, trucker voluntesred two men end a truck and Pook geess o Hew
Yark, 6:69 miles of travel. He, like all others who helped, did it free,
%ésanmh, with sll the emergencies adéin@ to interest in story,
wire services sud metropslitsn newspapers were cslling hourly, treeking me
doen wherever I was, until late Mondey night.
Interest 8o great by time geese gol to Hew York, there wes & *watel!
on them, The pley in the Wew York pepers wss up 10 & five~coluzn psge-one

out. The New York Times remede the cut ss they remade sditloms. Adter the

plane took off for intigus, the closest commsrcisl girport, I'en Amsrican
found interest so grest they vebled reporta on progress to United States,
A% Antigua the g&esé wors trapsferrsd to = weiting private plens, for thers
‘wes no reguler commerciel eir or ses transporietion o the islend,

esnwhile, preparstions underway for shipmend of gifs of inoubsitors
with s capselty of 6,000 chicken sgzs 10 be used Ior both gooss-egg snd iater
chicken-8gg ha‘kehing, coptribated by friesnd, disinfeseted and creted by shop
elass at s differsnt {Demsscus) hizh school witk meterials contributed by
two civig argsniz&tima;

Sefe srrivsl of g@eae Wllowed by fleod of msil snd phone esils from
811 sround the world, Few more touching, pieturssque ssmples, My fevorite
is the one of s laewton, Okls,, housewifs, Mrs, Marilyn %ood, who hed been
reising prige-winning Besset hounds to buy herself s Ceil Uhspman gowsn she
hed long dresmed of, while her husband plenmned 30 uss the procesds %o buy &
brood cow ro: the besf herd he was trying to build up., OF courss, the kids
5180 expected thelr share of ihe loot., Femily meebing end decision %o give
the money o the Heifer Projeet; which tought & young milk cow end Tlew it
$o Zouador.

Pictures sveilable: me holding gender, flock Ieader; flock inm o3,




fuecie with Peseh Coprpsmer in chsrge and nativs helper {these are good shote)}
| my omn snapshots of the Chines, inelnding shepherding their young; snsp-

shots of Pesset hounds with Wood children.




