JFK slayers
“‘found’ on
grassy knoll
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You may not be too sure
what Tom W“Wom is showing
you when his video, -
tired engineer's words.

“You are looking right now -
into the eye of the assassin of -
President Kennedy,” he says °
evenly as the tape rolls.
“You're looking at a mole on
his cheek. .

“I can tell you right now,
his eyes are brown.”

Using sophisticated tech-
nologies known as “image
processing” and “spectral
analysis,” Wilson, 59, has
spent three years examining
some of the most famous
photographs and films of the -
world's most famous assassi-
nation. What he claims he's
found seems incredible — °
even to the conspiracy buffs -
he addressed Friday night in
Dallas.

The real killer, he says, is
firing from the grassy knoll;
on one side of him is another
sniper, on the other, a collab-
orating photographer. The
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but it's hard to ignore the re- -
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re faked; so is a famous photo of
lee Harvey Oswald holding a
niper’s rifle. There's a bullel in
he president's back never before
eporled; and there's unreported
metal in his head.
= “Basic,” Wilson says as his vid-
o plays. “Basic.”
:=Hardly, retorted several au-
hirities who "heard about Wil-
ghi's claims to the Dallas assassi-
thation symposium. Said Robe
lakey, chief counsel w:.fmﬂwljmulwm.w
ecior of the House Select
ommittee on Assassinations,
_ probed the killing in 1979:
w¥pu know the saying among
“arnputer people, ‘Garbage in,
mEarbage out?
£ ZUThis is garbage.”
w Agreeing was David Belin,
rcoiinsel to the Warren Commis-
ion, which concluded that the
. . 22, 1963, assassination was
kg work of Oswald acting alone.
=:Jt's a series of massive lies,”
mw@lmm_.n_. “The man is basically
imaking an outrageous claim.”

[

rHard evidence' offered

r.,uwi Wilson, a soft-spoken,
shard-of-hearing former U.S. Steel
tengineer, will not be deterred.
iBefore Friday night, he had nev-
ter-gone public. He is doing so, he
‘said in an interview, “because I
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e evidence, he said, is film
%__E.Ew_. has been

Miennedy's death. Experts from
LTASA and the FBI, called by the
House committee that re-exam-
ined the Warren Commission's
controversial conclusions, studied

> the first real piece of hard

mua._umn_ for the 28 years since |

g

R ‘h_..J&WVE W .ﬂlr\mutm_... So have many conspiracy the-
— Dlllc ists.
M N = R @m\ % :ME Wilson said he's different.

He worked, in some cases,
from copies of copies of photo-
graphs. His_analysis of the fa-
mous Zapruder film of the shaot-
ing was done._op. 2 nade on
“a $3 fapein_a $150 VCR.” But
Wilson said it doesn't matter.

What he does, he said, is mea-

sure frequencies of light that
bounce off a_pholograph or Hl film
strip. The light is measured on
850,000 solid-state charge-cou-
pled devices using a 256-shade
gray scale; the human eye can
perceive only 30 shades of gray.
Then. his computer program de-
velops a kind of layered picture,
sometimes adding lifelike colors.

‘Nothing is speculation’

“Nothing_js thecry,” he said.
“Nothing is s s

The process, he said, is like
looking at a photo of a darkened
door leading into a hallway,
which looks black to the human
eye. His method “peels away”
the layers of gray, going deeper
an eéper and_ picking_up
shades invisible to the eye. In the
end, with the compuler enhanc-
ing the grays to make them visi-
ble, you will see the man who is
standing at the end of the hall.
es, some of these things can
be done,” said Micha
Massachusetts Institute o
nology professor who has worked
extensively on image enhance-
ment.

starts getting to be a little bit less

ﬂ “But the point at which it

i certain technology is when some-

one shows you a [blurry] picture

land says 1 can identify all the

cars, and worse, all the Fords,”
he said. “Fundamentally, all
you’'ve got to go with is what’s on
the film. Anything else_you pull
‘out of there, you're making as-
sinptions about™ 7 7

Sometimes, watching Wilson's
video and listening to him ex-
plain its often indecipherable im-
ages is like walching the movie,
“The_Fantastic Voyage,” where a
miniaturized submarine crew en-
ters the human body. Excepl in
Wilson's case, zooming in on an
autopsy pholto of the president,
you enter thé hole in his throat
where a {racheofomny was per-

“~As you go down, Wilson points
out whal he says js the bullet
hole and its configuration — a
pattern_he says proves the shot
came from the froni, meaning it
could not have been fired by Os-
wald, who is supposed. to have
fired from above and behind.

Similarly, Wilson made these
claims:

B Looking at the president's
brain by examining one spot in
%N% shows that
that shot also was fired from in
front. Wilson also claimed to_be
able to pick out pieces of scalp
and brain matter as it Tfliés
through Thé air in_a_ backward:
arc,

B Probing several autopsy pho-
tographs shqws a shot in the low-
er left back and also shows that a
picture of the r of the presi-
dent's _head has been ed.
Other conspiracy theorists have
maintained that the photos were
faked to cover up the direction of
the shots.

B A photograph of Oswald at
his home holding a sniper's gun
is actually of another man with

Oswald’s fa erimposed. Parl
of the Zapruder film 0 has
been altered: e

* B A “white puff” on a Polaroid
snapshol”of the_grassy. knoll —
long identified by some theorisis
as smoke from a gun — is just
that. Wilson's compuler program
takes..you-through_the_hal¢_of
smoke, purporiedly showing the
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Dr. Cyril Wecht, left, says Tom Wilson has done “beautiful work”

[gunman’s eye, a mole on his
_mﬁﬁﬂ and a rifle’s scope; a cam-
_m_.m to the gunman's right, operat-
‘ed by another conspirator; and
. an adjacent puff of smoke, mark-
i ing where another sniper fired a
fifth of a second earlier, but
missed. Wilson also claimed he
can see the killer’s eagle-shaped

..\mwwhl EBomcb.WﬁdmmmBam
wore the uniform of a federal of-
ficial — and the outline of his

name plate,

Name on badge possible
“If I had ‘an original [photo),”

he said, “I could probably tell
you the name on the badge.”

Cyril Wecht, a Pennsylvania
forensic pathologist and one-time
president of the American Acad-
emy of - Forensic Sciences, has
examined Wilson’s results and on
Friday called it “beautiful work.”
Wecht — who gave a thunderous
speech at the conference refer-
ring to conspiracy theorists' at-
tempts to get at the truth as “this
glorious quest, this magnificent
struggle” — said he endorsed
Wilson’s work but was unsure if
the photographs he worked from
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in delving Into the JFK mm.mmmmlzmzo:.

were authentic.
Gary Mack, a Texas assassina-

tioh theorist ‘Who nevertheless
discounted many of the theories

being espoused Friday, said he'd
interviewed Wilson for hours.
“He doesn't really know what
information the computer is-put-
ting_into the pichiire_The_com-
puter is just reacting to ‘noise,’
adding material; altering it;
sharpe mwlﬁ.!u.mqhuomm:.fhm_hﬁ
Kknow what it's doing.™ T

“It's_like ink blot tests,” he

sajd. “Magic is'a ‘polité term."
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