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Dear £d,

Appreciate your takin; to time to phone last night about Jerry, Glad'that he canme
out ol it oxay. It will be a blow to him because that was so fine a car. He' 11 get little
frou insurance and he'll be going into debt to get another car. as I told hinm once, I look
back upon umy self of those years and I wonder I survived my own driving. The roads were
worse then, but the {raffic was so much lighter, I'd often beat cxpress trains in a kodel
A Ford, w ich is hardly bra.zing or good sense.

© I got up early to work on a book, but first I want to address the other purpose of
your call. You are correct in the political angles. In fact, you are almost the ouly one
who writes me in that context, so :uch is it lost on people, I entirely agree. I do not
think it can achieve marketplace acceptability not because such a book won't secl but
because I'm satisfied it won't have a chance to.

I did much thinking in those thousands of Jersey Turnpike and Ji'i hemorial Highway

‘miles I drove beteen home and HIC in the great fatility of seeiing coumercisl publication

for Hhi_fewash. I'd usually leave home a litile after four a.m., after I'd been staying up
most of the week and living with a friend in Forrest Hills. This let me got to MNYC by the

- . time offices were opening and to park my car at the end of the ~incoln Tumiel for ¥l.50
.. for the whole day. Then I'd leave supger time and drive hime, ~ong and difiicult dayse
I then decided, rightly or wrongly, that the only way that aporoach could ve successful is

in the Yorm of a novels There siumply is no publisher who wil: zuke the reguires invesitmente
Ur, in other terms in which we .ust think, run the riske.

I once came close, very close., 1t is enly an accident that this didn't come off in
1965, betore the zedia got uptight. It was at Pocket Books. Their senior editor read Wi
over night, He couldn't out it down. The next day he told me that with my background, thoeir

- Pere knovhow and the content of the book within & year I'd be one of tix: best—xnown laymen

in the puximesz country no they'd have another Green Felt Jungle (which is how i learned it
was the best-selling book of 1964), What kilied it is legit, Shimkin's concern over vwhat

the DJ would do to him under the Calories Don't Count indictments. I think, ultinately, that
six did go to jail, not including him, They werc, or at least this editor was (as I found

80 xany) “very honest, He describe the owner's situation as that of a red flag facing a
charging buli. However, he did not give up. He undertook, with the clear understanding
volunteered by him, to seck other publicaticn. He first explained to me his importance to
other publishers, saying he msually decided on what to buy from the hardbackers. be decided
on Doubleday. In uy presence he phoned and demanded that the book be read by one Sap Vaughn,
unknown Yo mc but he said Hixon's and Eisenhower's editor therc. Doubleday rcad it and
resplied in a woeke You know how fast that is: Our decision vwas not editorial and not easy
to arrive at. Separately, the editorial assistant told me they'd have had a buiter chance

to go for it if they could have faulted it, i.e., had sonething to apologize for later or
have a basis for not being as worried about the reactione They had a high~policy mecting of
the top exees on it, Matter of fact, when I called Ken iicVormick about sonething a year
later \and we have never met), his secretary still remembered by name. ...Collins in “ondon
went for it. Sparrow killed it with phoney criticisme I later learned, and I shut hin up at
the time of-his booklet and the wide attention it got, that he has lon;time British Intel.
comnections, at the very least as a long=time reeruiter, ly-Congressnan was and remains a
good friend. lic tried harde. He even went and had a mecting with the top staff of the Wache
Post over it, They doublecrossed him. e tried to get Hanny Celler (he was a nermber of the
Judiciary Comuittee Manny heads) interested. I could go on and one What the bright and deeply
concerneu younger ones like Jerry, who is great, .and we have become decply fond of him just
du not know and can't rationalize is that I have to live with my own expericnces. I know that
things can bo donee If OéD had made the norual effort with Frame-Up, it could have done nuch,
They assured ue they would and I believed then. They killed the bo.k iu the wombe When thesy
nexed 1y doing anything in vemphis the end of February \and the book was due out the previous



Septe,ber), when I was ready to go to jall to defy a court order imposing siience \on
everyone bu the government and the prosecution), they saw to it that I didn t ween have a
set of proofs. L knew all I had to know then. It makes no rcal difference wiether the pub-
lisher is reached, What counts is is prerformance,not whether it is inspired or dominated,
When they refused %o hold a pre:s conference on publication, what 1ittle doubt I then had
was eliminated, And, aside from what they owe me for non-performance, they today owe me
$4,200 and I've got less than $15.00 to my name, :

Cf the hundreds of other cases I could cite, I'1l give you two: Feltrinelli asked me
to do a cutting, slashing J'Accuse, of the kind you postulate, What the hell good would it
have -done me when it took me four years to get an accounting from him and it is a phoney
ones I got only the ddvance, and that after some troubles Yet I knew from friends in
Italian publishing that his edition of WHITEVASH was sold out before publication, and he
accounts for only that single printing? Dell turned WW down threc times then came to me for
‘it, Their first prints was 250,000, they repronted twice in the first nonth, I have a copy
of a fourth printing they do not admit having wade, an: they clainm to have sold a total of
less than 1700,000 in alle. I have affidavits they filed in s spurious suit filed by Bringuier
vwhich as of that time account for something like 300,000 copies. When they kept after me
for Wi II they then told the agent I then had, and this was about early Feb, 1967, that
they had sold 435,000 copies. : ' '

Now how. much more.-do I need. to know? But let me tell -you another, for as you know, I

V kecp working and don't take time ‘for letters unless they arc necegsaqnry. When I was working

in W.0. I knew a kouky chick who occasionally dated Layton Fartens, whose lawyer, as I recall
told several local reporters who told mc that although he'd deny it ir they used it that he
was being paid by the hgency. My oun investigation nf tartens, only barcly iudicated in

0 in NO, showed he was second in colwiand, more or less \his .ords) or the CHC, and it was
then CIAi~funded, Well, I got pretty clos: with thaés grl, Une night she told me that Li had
told her that I had done a foolish think, and he laughed and laughed about it, He went to

one of our publishers, I said, and he nemed it, The name meant nothing to this girl, But

she could remember the first initial, P. For Praeger. 4nd it was correct, The guy under P
also read the ns over night and flipped. But P wouldn't go for it, His reason: I'm not o
recognized scholar! Nor list of ‘hD's, etc,

So, unpleasant as it is, I live with the realities, iAnd despite them I try to make g
records 1 also live with the childish chiding of the y .ung ones over ry writing, There is
no problem with it, because the publishers all have editors, The onlt editing I've had has
been disasterous. It was that way with O in HO and with P-U, wherc the necessary contraction
of the front end was of Bismarcikian character, with every posziblc redundancy addud and then
to break it up more, inside perens when they wore usually not necded, Writin; is like beauty
in the oye, It is in the mind, iio two publishers edit the sane waye L have editors tell me
how they enjoy some of Wy phrasing, the irony, the sapcasn. I hat no single scrdous adverse
editorial criticism of WW in tho mor: than 100 submissions and Leny went out of thuir wgy to
say it was good writin., not the easiest thing to #o in rejecting, It is nmuch ecasier to Just
way it isn't for us. I easte hours trying to satisfiy the Jerrysy who 1 like, hecausc they
arc the product of sausage-factory teaching, don't recognize that writing is an individual
thing or that a writer can produce only his way, and that editing is a separate profession
well-started with many people who can change the writing the way any piblisher wants., The
writing has never been g problem, least of all in the com ent I've had from the proi:essionals.

- The opposite, in fact, has sometimes beun the cage, as in a very long picce in the *ulane Reviews

Lagt I heard of it that fnglish prof was doing a novel aboy. mne!

I nust have ta least six more books started and in various stages, 1 donpt imcan just
researched or in mind, I've 2ot some done that nobody will cver scc bee -use they now serve
N0 purposce 1 can ream it out faster than a pulper, and when you consider the vagnitude of
the literary bite I've taken I have to. Iat did the first version of COUP I in threc days.
That's betver than 10,000 words a day. Yo tho bect “ay to urite, ot an indicetion of
capubility. and it stackse It is herc, by the way, in whet had o be odited out, that I sudd



what you wunt saide. And none or our learned or younger brethren had & vword of counint!

I.ve taken this time because 1 know, appreciatc your concern. When you've had no
income for seven years, arc loaded with problems, have an indcbtedness groater than the
assessed value of your property and the buying of a roll of stamps is & major loiistical
problem— and have so mguchi material in hend that in three years of the nost intensive
work you can't get it all done in rough draft, you have a separste sense of the realitiese.
“y young friends can't understand this. It is foreign to thoir experiences. I doubt too
many of them could produce anything under such circumstances. ind I haven't begun to
indicate the pther and pressing probgems part of our daily lives,

There is no other oritic who is not in a position to be of help and no one who hase
Egfept for a couple of the really great (to me) kidse Yometiszes one of them will send me a
$5.,00 check. That means so much! The rich ones screw mne. Epstein, lane, Flammode, Thompson
and other, notoriously the oncompetent Turner, plagiarized wholesale ani went around defaning
me, Hillionaires owc me money. JG about $1,000. Just about ;11 the com ittess of various
kind, Ponn Jones-whose wife is rich and wants hinm to pay and he von't, Icre agein I coudd
g0 on and ons For example, at the importuning of Caelifornia critics, who wure suft'ering
becausc of Lane's stupidity, telling Liebeler in public that he'd sue Liecbeler for calling

-him a liar, I abandoned WWII on publication and went out there to tackle Licboelers I have

silenced him ‘twice, the second time seemingly permanently and that was, perhaps, my worst

. single m.ght(I also had & very bad morning once!)s To this day thosec ruch cats have yet to

repay ny travel expenses. One wa: Mag;ie Fields, whose husband is'a Hutton partner, ind
what did Lane do? Crib my stuff in his second book too (he also did in the first), ridicule
me wiaor circumstsnces here I couldn't respond, killa lecture-burca. contract Dick Gregofy
arranged for Le (he wa under contract to the sanme bureau), and when 1 nave hi.. DC TV time
he couldn't get wiih his second book {bufore 1'd read i‘c), a show 1 had, he kad tic gall to
gteal and misuse my own work on my own show! What one incident was mor: contly to us than
I c.n now take th. time to tell you, for it kilied colisboration with som: of wiw nore
powerful who, after tha: singel thing, refused to cver talk to me again.

Hobouy does eny rcal political thinidn:, nut even Sylvia, who ic probubly the most
brilliant anc articulate of use I am lost in respoct for her, really. admiration, tove Sut
ghe is the creature of emotions and towering passions, as one nust be to wrok with real
sincerity in this ficlde She has done things she can't and doesn't understand, or won't
let herself, that have hurt. She can have no awareness, for otherwisc she'd not have, And
today, though no fault of hers, she is out of it, not able to kcep up, and stil) thinking in
the notions of six ycars agoe 5o, when others go to hepr for advice, it i: dated. And they
take it, as one wouldxxm=px expect with the respect she deserves. ’ “

There are only so mnay things I can cope with (I've tried too many), only so many
I haveuny chance of doiige dight now I have tried to roduce this to two things: sarvive and
get things on papers. Unless 1 do both I can can do dothinge The book I bave just finiched,
in the hends of a dedicated publisher, could go wild-and there is no Kaplan treatment that
could kill it with a real publisher. It, without comprise with integrity, can earn and expect
supvort if there is helt behind it. Without it, it owuld be ignored. it is no longe:  pos=—
sible for mu %0 do with an undergoounder what I did with Wi, I kaow the realitye But at least
it wowdd nake a record. Bd, when I take the iditchellisti to court and get a sumrary Judgeo
nment against them and no paper in the country reports it, do you have to know anything else?
When I pull the man-bites-dog and sue as my own lawyer, and the press is there and nothing
appears? When I hold a press conference and atiuck Kleindicnst in hi: own words and thc Wash.
Post has a reporter there ond he files a full céelumn and it gets killed?

I have to adjust to the realitiese 1t will take years belor: the younger ones learn
this. It forces me, as I see it, i-%o the role in yiich, unhapiily, I ame I just don't sce
2ily choiCCees.In all real, meanmingful terms I am slone, with no significant help of any kind
frorm anybody. When I didn't have the 20¢ a page for Archives docs anc lhau gone into debt fo
print Wi, there is no signle critic who ever sent me so much as a single 20¢ to buy a



singlc page! Please keep this po yourself, for we are fractlonec enoush and she is uptight
about ite But once when I was arguins with Sylvia, I chided her. She had at least $100 -
for that wretched Thornlecy, a out whom she stills knows nothing and wouldn't listen when

I stipulated it had to be in Bonfidence (I've done enough of an investigation of him), He
used all or part of it in a successful campalgn against nme, aided by Lifton, But she ncver
had a penny to for re spend at the Archives. “er respksne is correc:, it is her money and
she can spend it as she choses. But how am I supposed to feel about her electlon?...You have
no way of imagining the ways in which those of neans have in one wa,y or a_,bther inmposed
upon me, I have to the degree I can isolated myself from most now. But 1! gc becn himiliated
because of my poverty, ridiculed for it, as you heard Hanes do, robbed belause of it, and
I persist in doing the work to the degree I can. I can do no morce
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Jerry right now is worried about my isolation from the rest of the critical come
munity, Could it be rcal and permanent it would be the greatest blessing, for except for two
yoing ones, nobody else is doing any work of any significence. I waste hours trying to help
them, #Hohn iiichols alone took morc time than the writing of a large book, Funstcrwald has
wasted morc time for me tian the writing of tuo books would require. You should have hezrd
my usually silent wife when she gathered what Jerry had said from my end of that conversa-
tion! I have n.ver had any real help from any critic, nor any financial help from any
wealthy person. Only one person ever visits here and things that for us the srocceries he
consumes arc a problem, and he i.. the youngest. When he leaves, his father, who is only a

" Sears salesman, always sends us enough to cover what the son has eaten, And right now I
am about 81,600 behind in what + have to pay the bank on my indebtedness this year, with
no prospect of getting it except from those who owe 1t to ne, all of whom renist paying oven
a centy On a minor level, Twice recently my wife has dunned Trent Gough for bookxs he bought
in 1967, Should she hav  to take the time, with all the work and worries sh. has, for tlis?
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So, I try to give you a picturc of the rcalities of our lives, th: probleums of doing
any work, the kinds of factors that decide for me what I can do or at least try. Does it not
seem at all strange to you that when the critics knew I was suing the government, not one
offered even the filing costs of these suits? Bud, by thc way, did pay those of the two he
filed, and he is paying the costs of the spectro appeal, which he seid he'd carry to the
Supreme Court, thus I've ghven him a free hand-and he has fucked it up,
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Can you imagine what my emotions cause me to do sometimes when these ar: the conditions
under which I've lived for the past seven years, the grim today, as it was the grim veryday
of that period? ’

Bven the rich guy who has just doublecrossed on Post Hortem. iHe is a fine guy. He :
is also a miser, as I find most of the rich. They arc always worried about being imposed upone
o When he heard of the 1970 declassifieation, he ofiered to pay for a duplicate set for uc.
inis would have cnabled me to file one set as the declassification and one by cubjecte ~oy
I oddered it. When he sent me his check, it .as for half, He forced me to copyrisht the last
part of Fil .uamedlatel}(, because under the deal he was going to show parts to peoplc whose
help he was going to \poroperly) try end enlist. e promised to pay for the xecroxin ; costse
They were $52.00. The copyrighting costs, including travel, etc., came to less than 520400,
T1 this day he hasn't. liow he comes here, staus over jight, we feed hir, tzke time, ctc,
When we had a rough night last week, trying to thrash things out, he drank worc than a cuart
of wine, These are the most minor costse. But is gny minor when you are flat broke?
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These thiugs are, 4 intend, between the two of us only, I am trying to give you an

underst-nding of why I have cast myself in the role in which I am, why I think I have no

meaningful slternative and perhaps to give you an uIlCLOf)tcde.n" of vhy it 2y somctimes seem
that L have misbehaved, said things perhsps I sho: 2dn' ty etce ind why my recponscs are so
oriefl, The things you send, the clips, books and notes are quite valuable in kuoping ne ine
formed. And the LBJ stuff on Bobby couldn't be mor: timely, because this mich guy has apporently
sold Jerry and others on the notion that I am dishonest in jy hendling or this in P, L3J to
the rescues luny thanks, Sorry auout thoe typos. Bust regards,




