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Dear Les, 8/12/86

It now se=ms like ages ago when I wrote the enclosed letter. Not long fter it
got shufffled into the awful stack on my desk I had prostate surgery. It wous followed
by still another thrombosis (how many I've swrvived!) whici) left me more limited and
until now I'd entirely forgotten that I'd written his lettere I'm now engaged in
cleaning up my deck and small office so that I can find room for the papers I will
need in defending myself before the appeals court. As I indieate I expected in this
letter, the fink judge flailed his rubber stanp and ignored all the oviience that

- remains entirely undappted. They don't even deny that they got this judgement

against me in their cumpaign ageinst FOIA by fraud, perjury and misrepresentationa
What a crowd!

48 80 often happens vhen I rush and try to inform in detail, I went into too
much and made it seem more complicated than it is. I'1l try to simplify,

Lee Harvey Cswild, the supposed rod, is actusily a Mavine so highly s )
trustﬁd that he hed $op secret and crypio cloarances. He had no oversess assigments |
as a. arine that were not comnected with CIA operations, He pretands to defoct to o
the USSR, sfter gotting chasty discharged shout six weeks before it was due, and is
guspected by the KGB of being an American sleeper sgent. The man in charge of those
KGB records defects to ths US, wher: initially the CIA made up a series of phony reascns
not to trust hime. But he was frusted by the CIA in Weshington wntil it got copies of
the FBI's Hosenko interviews in which Nosenko reported that the ¥GB suspecked Oswald
and that it keew Cswald was wnti—ioviet. Then Nosenke is hidden and areatly abused

. by the CIa. Although Hosenko has offered o testify to the Vamen Commission and the

FEL rclays that offer, the CIA (Helms personally and others) talk the Commission out
of even listening to Nosenlme. 5o, we have 4o official cendiduie as presidential
assasein with such high clearances, kept secret, such UIA connections, also keps
secret, snd the 0B bay is almost assassinated. by the CIA, which did consider %hat
and driging him crazy so he could not talke I hope this is simple enoughe You'll
find more dedails in the delayed leters

I still find it difficult o accept that in this country, with our supposedly
Tree and independent press, there ic no nows irteroot in documented, undenied and
saricus official felonies documented in the federal courts, which ignore the proofs
of felonious misconduct and instead reward the felons by docisions that ame hurtful
to an ald and ailing mgn who hes dedicated more “han two decades %o an snormous
and factuslly unassoilable pro bono investization of the most subversive of crimes
and in the oourss of this arc about to gut the law that says the poople sre entitled
to know what thedr govermment docs. In the TSSE they lmow their pre3s syeaks for the
governuente Hore we $hink it is fre and honesi. It isn't. Tt finks for the government,
I sent the pleadings of both sides to about 30, including sons pretty raunchy FBI
records nover published, and there wasn't a single interest. I don'+ think it would
make any difference if I could get to Washington. What a commentay on US and oY DIresd.
And govrermmiente

I hope your work is foing well and that you are well,and happy, t0o.
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Les Wiitten 10/2/85
114 Eastmor Drive
Silver Spring, Md. 20901

Dear esg,

L)

No argument, first things first, and your novel is first. I m not certain about
what I wrote you but of the three Nosenko stories I can see I thifik it is the simplest
one, that he recruited american tourists and correspondents and the records dis-
closed by the FuI do not include any interest in this by it or the CIA. In this day
of spy story and defection after spy story and defection, even history is topical,
and how remarkable it is that from its own records the FBI didn't ask a single
question of the KGB official who recruited them about those he rectuited,

As soon as I read that record I phoned George lardner, who was off on a stery.
It was several days before he could call back. He had some interest, said he would
speek to his desk, and that he'd want to look at the entire file to be certain, which
is true. So, I've kept it out awaiting his call. I am inclined to believe that for
his desk such a story in general and with Nosenko inveolvement or mine will be a nono.

What would probably be too old for the column and possibly more complicated than
Jack would prefer (although I could condense it into a graf or two) is also remarkable
and extroardinarily suggestive., In its simplest form although part of the CIA started
trying to discredit him immediately, in not much more than a week he was in the US,
offered political assylum and was treated like a prince., Even with a good salary for
that time, Then the FBI sent the CIA copies of its reports of its interviews with hinm.
He told the FBI that the KGB regarded Oswald as a possible amgrican agent in place
or a "sleeper" and immediately Nosenko was treated as inhumanly as I've ever heard
of anyone being treated in this country, and for three years, during which nobody
outside the CIA eéver saw him, With Oswald the only official candidate for assassin,
and he was elected unanimously, and the suspicions from the first that Oswald had
had some kind of spook connection, the one man whi could give any credence to that
report/suspicion, Nosenko, was sequestered in a box and abused in every possible way.
Angleton's USSR desk considered driving him crazy and assassinting him, all on’
baseless suspicion of its own creation and not existing in any disclosed record I've
seen, not mentioned to the best of my knowledge anywhere for 16 $ears when the CIA
offered House assassins comaittee its explanations.

I'm going into detail not in the expectation of a Jack column but to inform you
and have a record for myself in the event of any later interest. I'll keep a copy on
my desk is a special Oswald file I have with what I, perhaps alone, regard as a major
and an important story, his actual Marines career and high security clearances not
in the Warren Commission, FBL or Navy files as such or on his personnel record.

Nosenko first contacted the CIA in 1962. He approached it again in Geneva 1/23/64
when he was, at least officially, a delegate to the disarmament conference. He then
wanted to defect and in the end he had a create a seeming crisis to get the CIA to
agrea. Immediately comeone in the CIA created a suspicion that can't survive any
consideration of it, that he was a "plant" to embarrass the US at that conference
in a KGB scheme in which it would claim that we were interfering with their delegation.

This is plain nuts. After the CIA taped its interviews with him, as it did, such
an effort by the USSR would have kicked back and seriously embarrassed it. ind there
is no reason not to believe that the CIA as well as the KGB understood this. It could,
in dddition, have produced him at a. press conference. Iu fact before two weeks passed
the Hussians were offered access to hime

Vihen this silly CIa fabrication vaporized with the end of the conference the
CIA made a new one up, that he was a "pdant" to confuse Western intelligence. The nature
of the information he provided in itself destroys that crazy invention, as the CIA's
ony HSCA witness testified to at soue length. One of the things is obvious. That
CIA witness, John L. Hart, testified that Nosenko told the CIA where some 40-50



KGB bugs were hiffen in our embassy. Yeither this not the other significant informa-
tion he provided is "throw away" stuff from tie KGB. It is and was such solid stuff
that since the nuts in the CIA were ousted, as they were, Nosenko has been a consultant
and an instructor in KGB intelligence methods and practises under his new identity.
He may be the greatest of dependable U.S, sources on the KGB,

In the refords I've just gotten is a casual FBI remark that it does not
necessarily believe the then current CIA story to discredit Nosenko.

Nosenko, on his part, offered to testify before the Trlaxr"an Commission and there
was a major CIA effort, successful, to talk the Commission out of it. One of the
Commission executive sessions I had to sue to get, and got only the very day the
CIA's brief was due at the appeals court, is pretty hairy, with our to-be first
unelected President, already a secret informer for the FBI, virtually threatening
the other wembers in his successful effort to get it to ignore Nosenko, which is M
was the UIA was pressing on it. It is, I think, obvious, that normally an investi-
gative body would first hear a witness of credentials it may have doubted and then
checked and evaluated his story. With any kind of investigation, esta.b ing a basis
for erediting What Nosenko said was simple. I'll get to whether or not ght
have had any spook connection, what Nosenko said the KGB suspected, separately.

Nosenko said that he was first in charge of a section that recruited U.S.
and British tourists and correspondents, of whom only Sam Jaffe's name is in
what I've just gotten. At the time of Oswald's phony defectifn, that was directly
under Nosenko. The FBI records have enough on this. I don't }mow what the CIA has
or had, et much hag disappeared and the rest is undisclosed.

One of the alleged basis for CIA suspicion about RKE¥X Nosenko's story, and
this impressed me enough to make me forget and make a mistake in what I wrote you
egrlier, is that the KGB failed to interview Oswald. The mistake I made in recollection
is that Oswald himself told the FBI that he'd been interviewed by the MVD twice and,
incredibly, the FBI agents never went into any detail on this with him. This is
in the card summary I sent you from EBI records that apparently are of a damage~
assessment nature,of the time of the House investigation. They were disclosed to
Mark Allen, whose request relates to what the FBI let that committee havee What -
Nosenko told the CIA, according to these FBI records, is precisely what + told you
would be normal, that the KGB learned all it nceded to know about Oswald from the
Intourist interpreter (I tolad you it would have been the guide) and the employees
of the hotel for foreigners in Moscow. They all decided that Oswald was unstable
and for that reason a) 1{& had no interest in him and b) wanted him out ofgl
the USSR, This is as reasonable as anything can be. And who can doubt that Intourist
and the hotel for foreigners people are KGB or info or it? This decision was
recommended by Nosenko's subordinate in charge of % C, and in the end he and Nosenko
refommended it jointly.

When Oswald's name was first mentioned in the JFK assassinétion and the KGB
records in Moscow were scanty or nonexistent, Nosenko was in charge, having been
promoted to chief of that section, and he sent KGB investigators to Minsk to get
the records there and to investigate. Their investigation showed that when the
Oswald$ were to leave for the us, Marina's uncle, a forestry official in the
equivalent of our Interior Department and certainly a party functionary (with the
rank equivalent to colonel) tried to persuade Oswald not to be outspokenly anti-
Soviet when he was back in the U.S..

This, of course, presented a problem to the official story of our government,
that Oswald was dedicatedly red. But there are his secret writings, some of which
the Commission published, and there is what its testimony from those ho knew him
in the "arines had to say. Oswald was an Orwellian and he was anti-Soviet and anti-
U.S. Communist. He wrote that the Russians "are fat stinking politicians" and that
the Comnunist Party USA "hag§ betrayed the working class." He broke off from a
aring&s friend who red-baited him and thereafter had nothing to do with him, and the
illiterate Marines, who hadn't hea#d of Orwell, knew that "Animal Farm" was Oswald's



favorite book. (One s Nelson J);elgad.c. though it was a Communist book but the
Commission's lawyer, of the right, Wesley Licbeler, told him that, and this is
in the published testimony, "Animal Farm" is an enti~Communist classic.

Bot long after the assassination there were a few stories indicating that
Oswald had worked for the FBI. These were entirely ignored by the Commission un
after the middle of January 1864 it got a phone call from the Texas court of
pebple saying that they had heard this story, published a month earlier,
the Commission and the FBL theme. There then was Commission panic, t executive
sessions in a few days, plus heuring the Texas people in secrec d without any
stenographic transcript in between sessions. (Ford stole one,®dited it, sold it
for a profit and then lied f}.u’nélg}' '?atp fyﬁgn he was questioned at the v.p. con-
firmation hearing.) The official story is that Oswald was an FBI informer with the
number or voucher number 5-279,, from memory, close but maybe not 10055,

So, in the end there was Hoover's denial that Oswald had been his informer
or that he'd had any such nu@bai,W%fhmg else. .

This business involves a right-wing reporter who has since become my friend,
Yonnie Hudkins,covering Dallas for a Homston paper. He told me that he and others
were being hassled by the FBI, they suspected wiretapped, so he made up a story to
whefh the others (one currently assistant US Attorney in Dallas and a right-wing
extremist) agreed 8 and they talked about it by phone. He told me that within a
half-hour the FBY visited all of them, I have no confirmation..

But that the number was made up I have tuice confirmed, in terms of the
correct number, not characteristic of the FBI's at all but entirely consistent with
the numbering system used by the CIA. I have confirmation and the correct number
from a little-known Commission record and, when later there was renewed interest
in this, I bogbytrapped Lonnie by priming a reporter, and in the coudbe of that
conversation Lonnie rememberd a major part of the correct, si¥~digit, no letter
number, I've never bugged lonnie about his source#, knowing he could not dis—
close ite He'd left Houston, was in Baltimore and is now in Buffalo. He and his
wife and son came here frequently when he was with Hearst in Baltimore,

That I have the correct number from a commission record establishes that it
did not inhvestigate it at all and stayed with what it knew was_.a fake and an

entirely meaningless Hoover denial, based on a wrong identificgtioa ’:[._x} any evente
That they he nded to investigate is established by the Ybcutive
session transcripts » particularly the first, which ends with Dulles recom-

mending that all ra'!:o of it be destroyed. This was agreed to, but they over-
looked one thing, the stemotypistds tape. When i located it and was about to sue
it was transcribed for me.

Dulles let his hair down then. He told the other members that the CIA would
lie and that its lying was right and proper. Fe saia that whet it had informers
only two people knew about it and the records were in hieroglyphics only these
two would understand &nd they'd tell nobody, etc.

So, on this basis alone there was reason to go farthur, even if with doubts,
for the investigation to be an investigation, for honesty and integrity,and because
abowe all the crimewm was the most subversive of crimes, the assassination of a
President, That hullifies our system and it becomes, in effect, a coup d'etat,
too. But despite its failure th inveatigate, by accident the Commission learned
much more bearing on all of this. In addition, I've gotten relevant records by
back-door use of FOIA when the front door was firmly locked.

Delgado and another nutty Harine led the prosecution-minded (as distinguished
from investigation-minded) Commission lawyers that Oswald had killed a fellow
Marine, Yartin Schrand. The Commission types just loved this because that could
establish what was entirely missing, an Oswuld proclivity for violence. (I the end
they made one up, claiming that he had shot at “Yeneral Walker, who was shot at
with a rifle bullet too large for Oswald's rifle, but as long as he'd been shot at
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through any request of the Navy (you may remcmber that I ga¥e you the proof that
the Army had destroyed all its JFK assassination records and you used it in a
column years ago), I made a different request, without mention of Oswald, I asked
for the court matrial inquiry into Schrand's death - and got ite Af little back-
ground first.

Immediately upon the assassination the FBI @xamined Oswald's personnel
records,. Its report make no reference to any security c}earance and says it in-
cludes all that is of any significance. A record that I d have thought would have
been there but perhaps wasn't is an earlier cable from the Navy chief of staff to
the loscow embassy at the time of Oswald's supposed defection. It suys that while
the records do not include any security clearances Oswald might have been cleared
for confidential. Later, to the Commission, the Navy préiduced records reflecting
that Oswald got this confidential clearance when he completed basic radar training
at ﬁackaonville. No Navy record indicates any other clearunce—or cancellation of
any.However, from Jacksonville, with four others, he want to Keesler ¥ield, near
liobile, for adbanced training. One of the others was Schrand, who remained with
Oswald in the “arines until he killed himself. Only a reference to Qswald's
grades and perforumance (good) ai Keesler hus been disclosed and it is said that
no other mticords exist. -

Now L jump ahead to a trip I made to California in mid-December 1966 to
promote my second book. I'm doing a te,&k show in Oakland, it is almost over, I've
been talking about, among other things, what the official description of Oswald
ig, and a guacalls but won't talk to me on the air. *e won't leave s number because
he is mew Successful in business and fears going public. I promisegﬁm confidentiality
and while I could have identified and located him from what he tol me, + kept my word.
Hw tells me things about Oswald not in the official descriptions and I am able to
check them out and he was truthful. The main thing he said e is that Oswald was
one of only fivep men in their outfit, and I gathered my source waJ nof one of them ,
who had "crypto" cleara.nce. I'd never heard of that and I do not believe it
existed when * was in intelligence. But I checked it out, it is real, and top
secret clearance is prerequisite for crypto. As I also check Out the Commission's
records and testimony I found a vast amount of confirmation for this, without 7
reference to crypto. There vere five men with special training and duties, widh
Oswald, according to his boss, having many important secrets and "at least
secret" clearanee . There is testimony from one of these Marines that he and Yswald
had been assigned to Operation Strong Back, in the Commission's transcript. But
none of this is in any Navy Oswald record and is not on his personnel record. It
reflects overseas assignumept to Atsugi air base, which was used by the CIa for its
(4-2s based in Japan, and gveral assignments to "maneuvers" only, and an assignment
to the Philfippines, I went over these records with care when I got back from the
coast after this man had phoned me and there was more than adeguate confirmation.

I get the Schrand inquest records, Schrand serving with Oswald from the time
both reached Jacksonville for their basic radar trainingm and there is a brief
account of that unit's immediately prior assignments. Yup, Strdngback, and they are
back from it with their carrier, which is in Cubi Bay, with theif "crypto van"
removed from the carrier and at Cubi Point. (Which happens to have been also a CIA base.)
To even get into the # crypto van crtho clearance was required. Oswald, Schrand and
the other three. So, Oswald had both top secret and crypto clearances, never cancelled
in the records that e)ist and do not reflect granting of these clearances either,
and the officer under who Oswald performed his duties swore that he'd had to have
at least secret clearance for tose duties.

I don'"t recall how I knew it in the late 60s, but I recall that there is
reason to believe that Oswald was part of two acknowledged CIA operations against
Sukazno/Indonesia., and I'm peetty certain that Stronbhck was one. I think from a
phone call from a woman who said her hisband was part of it that the other was
Hayligt. I am certain that she said her h¥sband was in Haylift and that Haylift
was against Sukarno.



S0, prior to his #defection" to the USSR, where the KGB suspected that he
might be an american "sleeper" agent, we have Oswald with the highest Marines
security clearances, also getti red literature openly in the mails as a
Marine and learnig :ussian as affarine, with no record of that, either,
trusted with significant military secrets, too, secret codes and detailed know=-
ledge of procedures, practises and methods and of new equipment, like then very
new height—secret radar, and without any “‘arines overseas assignment not connected
with the CIA and hidden in his personnel records. 4nd when he is accused of
assassinating no less than a President and there are official investigations, all
of this is ignored, withheld from the people and the world.

At this point I was interrupted with something that may interest you but -
bkzforayex it is for you alone, and I've lost my train of thought so after
reporting this I'll read what I've written and try and pick it upe

I work with all kinds of people and disagree with most but what I know and what
I hzve is available to all. Host of those with whom I disagree are rather nice
and mosTly good people and some of the nicest are the nuttiest. With the extreme
right, too, and one of those who is pertinent in what follows, without askdng me,
tried to talk his pal H.L. Hunt into hiring me. Later and independently, the old man
actually did ask me to be his ghost writer. This guy, Jack White, is part-owner
and photographic expert for a Fort Worth advertising agency. He has an associate
connected with a Fort Worth TV station, gary Mack, who just phoned me. Some years
ago Mhite did some spectacular work on a PolaTdid of JFK being killed taken by a
then schoolteacher then Hary I-iooman,rfsince renarried. Ilany people had worked on
it because the background includes the grassy knoll, ‘:lh.{é can up with an enlarge-
ment of a pinpoint in the original that clearly shows a man there. No, I am not
saying and I do not believe that a man there means an assassin there. But this, too,
despite all the reports of s‘nots coming from there and even ‘tﬂe House investigation,
which concluded that there was a shot from there, is work that wuas never done

It happens that a younger friend of ours was the committee's photographic
expert. We are the godparents of his first child and whenever he is 50-75 miles -
away he visits us. The photographic work he did for me on the Zapruder film is the
basis of getting that House investigation. When he was here a couple of months ago
and was talking of the work still to be done on the Moorman picture, computer
enhancement for Gary "‘acJ;‘ s TV station, I remembered that in the 60s I'd gotten
an 8x10 proof and he wondered if it could be of Qfetter quality than what he'd seen
and worked on. When he saw it he was excited. Better contrast, better in some parts
of the spectrum, etc., and I let him have it. The original processing of the
negstives he made was with the chemicals at the wrong temperature so it is being
repeated under close controls to eliminate that and it is to be computer enhanced
for the TV station by the Jet Propulsion Lab. The report was to tell me that 36
#2 different points on that copy of the Polaroid have been enlarged and are now
awaiting processing on a personal basis by an old friend of Jack White, who will
be careful., Remember the stories of the time of the assassination of a puff of smoke
on the knoll. Mack tells me that in the photo I lsaned them it is almost three—
dimensionale So, in time, there may be photographic proof indicating that there was
a conspiracy and more than one shooter when JFK was =mmfesiet assassinated - and the
FBI had this picture and did nothing with it, not even with all those reports of
people on and shots from that knoll, (I am wifleud doubt that &t least one shot
was from the front and the originual doctors are my source. )

Jesus, here we have Oswald allegedly the lone Presidential assassin, he has
a record in the Marines and with the CIA that is totally obfuscated and really hidden,
without any financing or support I can get all of this together, and all those
official investigators couldn't? Or what is so much worse, so dangerous to the
nation, merely wouldn't? Who in the hell can ever be safe, what President dares
make a decision he thinks can be unpopular, and hou in the hell can any society



really function, really be free, and who can be really free when these institutions
decided to o something? hilte Ths Gvthrmyg up>
mfr lY

On hiss 'v,e 8till not heard a word from the judge who usually acts against
me almost overnight. I've filed formal charges against the FUI and the Lepartment
of Justice, alleging fraud, perjury and misrepresentation ,and they have not even
denied it when they responded. I've made formal complaint to DJ's (ugh) Office of
Professional Responsibility, which is really its whitewashing component and right
now is handléng the Cleveland grand jury in looking at the FBI's wrongdoing in the
Jaclde Pressor case. I've made formal complaint to$ the United States Attorney
for D.C., and he hasn't aven acknowledged my letter, (Nor has OB) I've also told
di Genova that he has to recuse himself because he signed the papers that make
him party to these felonies. I suppose they are all putting heads together, and I
fully empect this rotten judge to do such a vrong thing, to see what they can
come up withe But by now they know I'm not afraid and I think they are afraid
for the new focus on their felonies to be the issue on apueal. They certainly know
that I'11 go up on appeal and despite the Reaganizing of the courts, there is some
possibildty that there can be a judge who just won't sit still for official felonies
when they are the central issue, Meanwhile, I'm not ak bit worried.

If when I read this I think of nothing else, I think that the failure of the
records to reflect any FBI or CIA interest in knowing which Americans Nosenko
recruited for the KGB is what I had in midd. The rest tells you more for, perhaps,
the future, because I do not think any of the papers whuld be interested. I wish
Jack ahd a dependable kid because certuinly your novel does take precedence,

don't mow any magazine that'd be interested, either.

Thanks and best wishes,



