9/16/74

Dear Paul,

Sorry not to have been able to respond to your two letters earlier. I was off
on a short trip.

Let me respond first to what interests you most, how long it would t:oke to turn
soie rough waterial into a book. The answer is not as siuple as it may seem, First,
of course, it would depend on the subject and the completeness of the matarial, Then
the objective, The current trend is for chort books but some subjects do not lend
themaelves to that. I'd have to know more,

Hovever, there is one I do not want you to think I've forgotten about. This
also introduces another factor, is the writer one who is suitable for that booke. You
have one that will make a movie, We discussed this long ago and I've not foggotten
it, I am not the kind of writer to do that book bacruse vhen I firdshed it it would
lack the touches that would give it the movie potential,

On the other hand, I've been gotting apvroaches from Hollywood on one of my own
books, The wealthier outfit is simply going ahead and stealing it but they've run
into some intermal problems. The less wealthy one is atill putting & deal together
because of inflation, They began with enough to mee it through but that was less than
enough before they could get under way.

You then have to consider who would publich it. With the hangups on the subjects
that are closest to me I have little choice but to be ny own publisher, but that is
the worst of choices, one I've made only because thero is no real wltermatives You
have just told me your experiences trying to arrange distribution for ne in Dallas,
where I think this bock would sell well und vhere I think & cormunity interest ia
well{ served by it.

If it is a controversail subject you have to worry about whether the publisher
can bc reached, The movie interest is in my least well-known work one that was killed
by the publisher. I did not publish that onee When I know more 1'1ll be able to tell
you mores Do you expect to have to be up %his way any time soon? It would be better
if we could talk,

If it is a Yook for which I'm not the right writer and one that can have mass
appeal, since I sav you last I have become good friends with a department head in
the best of the paperback houses. If they see mass sale in a book, the best way today
is to begin with a peperback contract, let them place the book with a hardback pube
lisher, and then the author or authors do not lose the 50 that the hardback publisher
takes when he places a book for reprint,

It is a crazy business and more crooked tham you can imagine, It is also one of
the most backvward of all businepses. How crooked? Well, of ell the major distributors
I've used in the past, there is only oue with whom I'll place this new book, All the
others gypped me. With interest out of about $20,000, one of the reasons I'm broke,

In veprint I got beat out of probably twice this amount. But the one who did not Fog )
me is a good businessman and honest. He is even advertising this book in his weekly
mailing that becoues his catulogue. He remembers that he made €ood money on my earlier
books, soke of his customers selling as many as 300ricopies a day.The largest west~coast
distributor aold out his entire Bupply in a single city in a single day and did the
same thing twice more when he roordered, yet making this kind of money he gypped ne,
Just aidn't pay. It is this kind of business,
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John Muxphy is right in saying he can't mnke roney on privatcly-psrinted books
1f he restricts himself to a general statement. But the poorest-selling of mine has
done about four times the averga# of all books. They have a good track record. I
will not have money for advertising and public relations, He anticipates this cor-
rectly. Uowevor, if the local papera develop any interest, and if they are intesested
it ending that jasz about the so-ocalled spirit of Dallas being responsible for the
JFK assassination, they'll give this book the kind of attention that will meke it a
besteseller in Dallas. With less than that, vere it posoible to do a talk show or
4wo by phone siith Dallee stetions, the book will sell well. If those wlw were rot
overly-fond of Farl Warren develop any intercst, they'll push the book hard. It
includes n facsimile of a top secret getetogether of the Comdssion members in
which, never expodted there would be o devil loving ecripture who would lsy hends on
it, they let their hair downe They actuslly planned how Lot to investigate, how to
avoid really going into whethsr or not Dswald was an informent. In the course of
this kxx there is one helluva expose of the CIa by Allen Dulles hinsolf. lu lls
own vordss Top Secret stamps atill on overy page. Aud many other thiags. How they
playzd arcund with report re having no rights io ¥y one of the other subjects.

Yihat a book ¢ap do and what it will do are rot necessarily one &nd the sane

thing. I know what this bLook can do. If 1 had a way of reaching just coliege bookotores,

the sale to college students alone would be very goods But 1t hus much wider appeals
i pesn that there is subject mutter the kids will be studying {for years pius the

general interest in which, beceuse it is aleo a atory of govermment corruption, they'll

20 for nore.

It is because of the content that loay ago I askid you id you kunow auy of the
Dellas lesders who would really want to do something about taking this federal curse
of T the city and would help got the book oute 1 can't increase wy indebledness, not
at 61, When that didn't work and when I could not go around looking for help the
yowis lowyer who hatldled the case for me through which I got thds reterial Lorrowed
the moncy to pay the printer and I've given him 30 of the book in retwrn, plus the
incowe an it comen in Yo repsy what he horrowed, (e 18 & fine voung mun, exd able.
He is the one who deposed Percy Forewan, Before long Foreman claimed he couldn't
remenber his own nome, To the avergée reader the transcript of this deposition will
not be exciting, but I'1l give you odds that Peroy Foreman, with this record, will
pexgr show up for that triale Ny friend did that good a job of getting hixn on the
record in what will be perjury if he is a live wilness before a live judge.)

The other problems Kurphy mentioned are norual in his business, His customers
do not ®ay or not ®ay because of the book, They pay or they don't pay because of the
kind of people they are,

We 'ca.u't digeount 50% to & local distributor, In this cuse wex are giving more
than 10fe of the first end perhaps sy only printing to members of Congress. That
plus the oozt of gatting 4t to them cores off the top. This, in fact, means we 11
have to be very stingy with all frecbees, includlng press and review copies. We are
hoving to ligit oursclves to six freo copies eache “lhils will not take care of our
families. Ye 11 actusliy be buying any copies over cix we give away free, It is that
tights The réason we are giving monmbers of Congress copies has nothing to do with the
assassination. It is because of the documentation of federal corruption with the
"Fresdoz of Information™ low. And emendmont, to restore it to its original mmaning,
is beforc Longress now, The first of three corrupted cases that the dobates show wmx

- cauzed thiz smendrent to be passed is one of rines So, we're giving wholesalers 506
on orders of 100 or more, fully returnable.

We have dealy with Cokesbury before, but I think very little with Yallas, They
are a large chain, iy wife, who ir still asleep, had written someone there, If Al-
bright buys for their Dallas stores only, then the discount would be 40%, However, if
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he buys for all their stores, everywhere, it would be 50> even if he didn't ask it.
If you get to speak to him agnin or can find tine, the book is 6x9, 601b paper with a
perfect binding. ("Perfect" is the anem and I hope the result. The book is in the
bindery right nowe I don't have a copy yet.)

On public relationss a TV net is considering whether to bug the rights to a
special on ite Vhile the odds are against this kind of thing, and this is a real
tough book, they ap: intercsted. The renl question is do thay hewe the ballg, I suy
get wn anwer this vesk. Un the lower lovel it was liked and passed upwarde They
arc connidsring based on ¢ Xerscx Laferm the book went to the printer,

Do yhu know or can you learn for me the name of the Mouston wholesaler? i'll be
doing at least one broadcast to Mouston by phone, the show of a fellow who hus often
aired me this way. “n fact, we've never met and I'1l bet I've done his siow a dogen
times. His audience digs ne.

I'i1 write Meogie Harris = I just don't have the woncy for phoning - 4f I've
heard nothing from or about lLurphy by the time I have ceples of the booke Thanks
for aii the 4rauble. '

Because I regarded it as necessary to his protoction, as soon uas I ha enough
done to show him I cpoke to a mubual friend Lo get vore, o domde tliat he should
see this before it is oute. ook him & month to call me back but he end his wife and
jundor spont a Sunday here. Before he ot here we ook out all the pages the content
of which he should know so he could be preverede. I took the liberty of moking some
public relations suggestions to hii, what his reaction showld be if any flack goes
hia way. He agrees and he iu ready, Behind his back those bigshots were not kind to
him ani the feds, as you now, had their own interests to scrve. He had never seen
the roporta the Buresv and the Secret Service filed, I nhave more. When he comes again
wo'll muke copies of all of them for him. Those on Gouwlden and lrs. raine, vwho was
& real fink, as Lonnie suspected. He has seen soue of these, When he comes agnin and
dossn t have 0 look out for his immediate intersst, IM11 get them ail for hiu and
let him cony what he wanta,

By the woy, he said to ask you to pend me « copy of ome thing in particular,
a piece of pepsr sbout the cize of a ciegrette peper ho gawe you to keep for him,
with some numbers on it. He is not sure if there was also a telegram from a Chicago
lauyer, He said i3 there is 1 scan have it or anything else. I am ~ bitt not for
immediate use — interested in these two things. In/time otherge. I am doing s separate
book about which I spoke to you when ve were drinking at the “exas clube It is for
that book that I sued to get what has made this book a separate book.l had five or
six chapters written when we discussed this but laid it aslde for othes worke

I'n reall¥ morry that none of the Dallas moneyed weople have a genulne interest
in }fting this federal stigen off the city. L have a very large book ready for
printing that can do it once ard for all but no sublicher will touch it and I can't
swing it alone,In fact, 1 have so much documentation for this book that the only
remaining »roblem is what to leave out of the apvendiz. YOu've never seen ruch
documentation. I'm tallding sbout what the Comnission didn't have,

Wizsh T $hought I cowld bu <herc soond Thanks and best regards,



PAUL M. ROTHERMEL, JR.

2406 LITTLE CREEK DRIVE Attorney and Counselor AREA CODE 214
RICHARDSON, TEXAS 75080 236-5191
231-6669
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PAUL M. ROTHERMEL, JR.

2406 LITTLE CREEK DRIVE Attorney and Counselor AREA CODE 214
N, TEXAS 75080 235-5191
RICHARDSON, 23 eans

September 5, 1974

Mr. Harold Weisberg s
Frederick Maryland ’ !

Dear Harold:

I am answering your letter of August 23, in regard to the book which
you didn't tell me the name of. I told those prospects that I talked to
that it would have a Dallas interest and would sell for $6.00 hardback.

You can send a copy if you like to Mrs. Margie Harris, G.K. Harris
Sales Company, 13375 Branch View, Dallas, Texas. They work on a 45-55% dis-
count and in turn give the retailers 38% discount,

There are only 7 distributors in Dallas, although I am told a Houston
company does a lot of Dallas distribution because they cover the entire south- ‘
west. Harris is a new hustling little company, I am told.

The largest bookstore is Cokesbury in Dallas and Sam Albright is an
acquaintance of mine, He suggested you use John Murphy, who represents
Boggs-Merrill and some smaller accounts. He would do you a good job but I

haven't been able to reach him as yet. I left my number with his telephone
secretary.

Generally, the situation is that the main publishing houses have their
own reps and handle a little on the side.

If you want to deal directly with Cokesbury and Sam Albright, the number
is AC 214/748-8711, extension 291, 1910 Main Street, Dallas, Texas 75201. He
buys for all their stores. Sam indicated he liked to see what he is buying
on privately printed books because of some poor binding jobs but that 40%
discount where he would Pay you $3.60 for a $6.00 book was okay.

I hope this is some help. I know very little additional information and
practically none about Percy.

If I give you some rough material, how long would it take you to turn
it into a book?

Bespg\regards,
Paul M. Rothermel, Jr.
PMR/vg



