9/10/71

Lear Js, ~
Glad to zet your 9/55 and the .clips, which I'll be going over soon. Timing ig
excellent in valued comment on notes because I have to check but one more chaptur to
satisfy Iil's questions before getting to ite With lucls, that wil: be this afternoon,
evening of nighte When I work gt speed too great and am still earried awvay by ny owa
indignation and emotion, it is good %o have someonc who can be critical. I had a question
about onc tree, but there seem to be others.

Probably I'll be repeating myself, but this dpesn't call for you to do the sane,
I can understand what such a crazy schedule does to you, so don't take time apologizing
fot what I would take as abuse of am Jong-time emnployee by an inconsiderate euployere A
similar things cost ie sleep last night, and that is a rarity. I had gotten up at % aene
and kept going until.a little after 11. I went to bed and couldn't sleep, All I could
think of is the overdue check about which there is no argument from these bastards who
did IMHE-UP and our urgent need, Normally, I an asleep almost as son as I set into bed,
I got up at pne, smoked a bit, drank somc wine, got my mind onto the writing I wish I
were in now (I hate to have to go over what I've already gotten on paper because there is
S0 much yet to record), then was ablc to get into bed and to sleep. I got about five hourg,
but it was thrice interrupted briefly when I roused, each time without any problim getting
right back to sleep. But my point is that I do wnderstand the rotten schedule you have,
do rmech appreciate the time you takem, and hope you do not take time you rcally do not have,
The one thing that is disturbing when you are on this kind of schedulc ig vondering whethor
you have gotten what I send. There have becn rather open intrusion recently, but restricted
to Bm mail from two lmown fellow-critics. Apparently all the rest of the mail is widisturbod
and in soue cases service has improved, These were duplication of what in the debective
buginess is kuovm as rough shadowing, surveillance that is rade obvious, the intent being
intimidation. I my extensivemail has even becn intercepted for any period of tine, it
resulted in an enormous wagte of somebody's time, There is little in it that should sceve
even paranoid cfficial interests,

Your contwnts on the Cold War era are interesting. I also recall soiething about
that By'rhres spceche Your analysis of his gettin: the Secretaryship makes sense, Truan
has little on the ball and depended on the intellccts of others. L1 had experience with
him when he was chairman of an important Senate coumittee and knou how limited he WaS,
But this again leads to the parallel in my initial curiosity, if we can assuue for a moment
that someone was pulling a few strings, the invitation to Chruchill not only to makc a viait
but to umalte a specch at & small college, a px speech that was to determine the spin of the
world for decades, I think that at some point there may be something on these things in
somebody's writings. although generally I am less conspiracy-minded than riost of those
workdng on the assassinations, beginning with the ¥DR dunpin: of Wallace and the selection
of a nonentity when it wasn't necessary, a han of positiveness and stubbornness but one
who morc than most would have to depend upon others, I find myself wondering, Without angiucrs.
Politics alone can work this waye But when we consider what happened begin.ing vwith Yrunan,
what happened at home and in foreign policy, only part of which is the perpetuation of a
war econony, I find myself reluctant to belicve it was no more than t e voridngs of an
unsatisfactory political system,

In tellgng you of good things that are on. 1V, please. understand that I ao not necdling
you to get oue, Whun the fare was better, we folt as you do and sirply refused to get a
set, e dida't have one until an old friend fron Scaate-investijpator days gave us one a
member of his family, a brother-in-~law, son of Bert Vheeler, was exchanging for a nevesr
models This friend simply loaded it up and brought it out, with =reial, and installed it,
Lu those days there was good drama, if onc was selective, and Lil foual +time Tor and enjoyed
it. Because we are not latched to the wierd schedule you are y 1t can be less of an intrusion
into our present lives, We can brealcfast at 7, when the CBS hour-long a.m. ncws is on, It
begins uith totice of the eities frou which they have filmed rcports, end I can Judge from
that whother the film will be of interest, I look at it, rogarcless, uetil I've catewn, and
unless there is good reason to wait for what may be coming, as soon as I've fimished I 80



-the brisk walk that good weather makes possible, Often I work into it, turnin: it on for
Lil to hear as she goes about her things, Sometircs I eat at the desk {breakfast is a
siiple meal, an orame, a soft-boiled egg and coffee), The t.dng that is what most of our
friends would regard as a cultural deficiency is something we got into when Lil's mother was
visiting, She has a favorite soap opema which was thus inflicted upen use I was astounded
at the perfection of the performances and we got to witching it when we had lunch. Soon I
was balffled at what was being aired, like all the fine Tamilies having bastards in then,
all by respectable women of ;ood family, I find sympathetic treatment of the desire of the
young for frecdom-all sorts of good nessages slipped inte the unthinking minds of probably
millions of bored women, Now I find myself paying attention to the tebbniques. Before long
I found a merit in looking at what, in terms of drama, is trash. It wronches the wind away
from what is on it for sp long a daye. If I would not recommend anything like tlis to another,
I am unashamed of saying that it serves a useful purpose for me, And I note that whon we
have young visitors, they see the same merit I do and wind up .ith the same question? if
this is what the mediun can do with trash, .hat could it not do given the freedom of the
writers, actors and directors and producers to turn out and put on good stuff? There is
an incredible amount of first-rate talen of all ages wasted. The talent is real and in
itsclf I oenjoy admiring it, Ve also sup to the evening nevs, unless we have coipany, wlkich
is not wost ol the timee Unfortunately, when it is zood to be able to put the mind on
something else for brief periods, therc is little more of which I know that can serve
this purpose. Once in a while an old and & good movies Lil goes over the listing cvery
Sunday and marks the few therc are., Sometines we do look at one, We never go to the movies.
ig dislike ol them began before we couldn't afford them. Anyway, 1'm not trying to encourage -
you to get a set, but I predict that if and when you do, you will be able to fiad, if you
can get signals at all, infrequent presentations of what it is .orth secinge, Lf we could
get butter sigmals on the cducational stationz, we'd kuow rore, but our limibed civericnce
with it is discoursging. It has aired better drama, has given some abtention to blacks,
but we know of nothing clses 1t is just another net that doccnot live up to its potential
or its concept, ’

I belicve I told you I do have the Dave Smith LATimes 8/16 on tuc Sirhon case, I
an getting occasional copy from the Lu CNS wire. It carries -hat the wire secrvices seen
not to. One example is in today's nail, the 9/1 story on the press conforcnce of a new
RPi. buff, Fernando Faura, who says hat others are with different citations,

Sputnik: Therec arc a total of three, Hal was going to send ue Junes. 1 have the
next two if either of you wantse I can agree with what you say, but I gok further, as I
did in an unanswered letter to the editor of Aurora. I fear this neans a lerger policy step,
a book that will be the one available in that enormous hunk of the earth's surface on the
as-assinations. I would much profer that when this is done what is told is truthful and real.

I'11l be glad to got the Sony mike when you have time to send it. I bought a large
supply of cheap (and I mean really cheap) cagsettes and find they make a noige the builte
in mike picks up mechanically, Where I alvays have pressing money problems, even though I
imo : these cheap tapes are not sood for the heuds, when I can get 3 for 41, I run the
risks, Uusu:lly, my tapes arc for naldng o reford, not for frequent reusce. Yhen I was
interviewing in the ficld, I used known brandse I wish L have goreway of imowin.: which of
those are good for the next time I have to get sone, lieanvhile, uy export who is a nolice
expert has not come up with Sony plugs for ne, Ye did recondition uy two old and once very
good Concord reel mochines, And he did tell me a bit about the problems of xEmkE
making clandestine tapes, sowcthing I rarely think of but infrequently wanted to be able to
dos I expect Jerry iluy herc berore too longe While I have no reason to belicve he lmows
anything that I'1l want to tape, it is always possible. and the nedd for fiecld work now ig
recals The capability is lacking. ‘here are now meaningful new things 1 hiave to follow Up.
If and when I can, I will, Whers is much nev to be so ght in Jew Orleans, ierhaps it will
be possible for e to et there before too long. I represent certains valu.s to some neeple
who may nake it possibles So, thanks for the mike, when you can get to it. Plcase, do not
drop other thiags of sush yourselves to do this, for it can't be right awaye I expect Ivon
this month and if it is going to be pos:ible, it can't be watil aftor thon and 1'd sreter
to postpone until I've findshed condensing and probably purging other two sarts Fil.

Check on ‘ayne. He is a roporter friend from demshis,

Thankes for cverything, Yest regards,
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5 Setember 1971

Dear Harold:

I hope here to clean up some odds and ends, unanswered
questions and so on, from your letters dating back a month or more.
That this much has accumulated is an excellent indication of how
my work shift is affecting both of us. We've done it before,
but we were younger and more resilient, and the makeshift devices
we used then to cope with the incredible inconveniences and
frustrations of living this way no longer work. It is affecting
both uf us about equally, slows us both up in many subtle ways and
is beginning to take its toll on the way we feel. The point is,
we shall continue to do our best not to neglect your gquestions, but
the answers -- where we can provide them -- will take longer.

Your Aug. 3 -~ whereabouts of Walter Skeid Sheridan
and what he is doing. No clue, We'lre alert to this and will
let you know anything that turns up.

Your Aug. 4 -- aboutany reading of the affidavits.
Never had time to study them, really, but see no reason to disagree
Wwith your conclusion that something considerably bigger that JG is
involved -- possibly a concerted move to discredit the whole Democratic
Party apparatus in the South.

Your Aug. 9, last page -~ your point that the whole
Cold War anti-Communist stance of this country traces back to
Churchill's speech at Fulton, Mo., where he lifted the "Iron
Curtain" phrase bodily from Dr. Paul Josef Goebbels and set the
whole American press off chasing Communists. As you say, this is
the overt origin, and like you we'd like to know who swung that
parficular deal. Howeser I felt this was standard British ruling
class operating procedure at the time, am# that is, to maneuver
the United States into a mood so it would assume the main burden of
countering Stalin in Europe and relieve Britain of the burden.
In this connection, George Kemnan's coining of the phrase "Cold
War' was scarcely less influential, but I cannot recall whether it
came before or after @kmrekzikkXz Churchill's speech. What I am
reasonably certain of is that Churchill was preceded by a speech by
our then Secretary of State, James F. Byrnes, made at Stuffgart
in which he said much the B8ame thing about the danger of Russia
without resorting to Goebbels for his argument.

Your Aug. 15 -- Bernard Kalb's interview with Fairbank
on China. Yes, this is something we missed because we didn't have
television, and we should like to have seen it, John is an old and
valued friend, general¥y very sound on his subject. Some day, no
doubt, we shall decide that the price we pay in not catching such
things is less than we'd have to pay by watching for them,

Aug 16 -- On this day, a Monday, the Los Angeles Times
has a long roundup by Dave Smith on the Sirhan Case. At one point
you asked if we could supply a copy; then we both think we remember
you sent along a note to someone else saying this other person
had supplied one. In any event, we finally got hold of a copy
and made another copy for you in case you still need it. Please
say whether you do. If so, we have one for you. If not, we can
offer it to Hal in case he missed it.

Your Aug 19 to us and Aug 21 to Hal regarding an
article in Aurora translation and appearing in Sputnik., We havep't op
seen it. M—can—rwelé»—bemintemd./{a/-wyanh e S prcl vl e
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We suspect this may be a tentative Soviet reaction to
Nixon's gambit toward China, which kas you know has strirred all
sorts of rather paranoid reactions in Russia. The Soviet NBw Times
carried an article the other day arguing that China is #Zbasically
expansionist and aggressive and bent upon empire, It's gone
that far. I sumpect the original article appeared in an
obscure journal like Aurora simply because it was a trial balloon
and could always be disclaimed if the reaction was too unfavorable.
Translating it and planting it in Sputnik appears a deliberate
warning to Nixon that the Russians know a few things too and might
not heskitate to publish them if he leans too far toward China.

Your Aug. 26 -- We do have an extra mike with on-off switch
that is usable with your Sony recorder. When we have time we'll
pack it and send it along. Try it and see how it works, If it's
no better than the built-in mike, send it back. If not, you're
welcome  *

Your built in mike, by the way is what Sony calls an Electret
Condenser mike, sugg€sting it may not be too much different from
the condenser mike (with the single penlight power cell) we told
you of, which the local dealer has. When we have an opportunity
I'11% try to find out whether this separate condenser mike is
any better than the one you have built into your set.

#* i i a the ug from our extra
mgﬁé peghaps yogriglgctrmnlcs frlegdmgﬁg% take plug

connec 0 your Concor
?%ur ug. 31, to s%meone named Wayne, including a clipping

from an unspecifi@d newspaper, datelined Atlanta, and assembled
from news dispatches, We have not yet had time to check our own
files for anything comparable with this. Certainly we remember
nothing of the =mm& sort from that time. However we shall make a
careful check of our files and then return your clipping, as
requested. In this connection, the AP here keeps only its own
originating files, nothing from anywhere else unless it is
directly relevant to something we're working on, So no hope there.

This is a very unsatifsactory way to deal with your most
interesting letters, enclosures and clippings, but it is the best we
can do under present circumstances. There are many things about
which I'd ordinarily have more to say, but the fact is that both
of us are in a sense stupefied by the violent wrenchings about
our schedule takes us through. In order simply to live, we have
to undergo each weekend the equivalent in hours of a jet trip to
London or Tokyo, and back. A sensible answer would be to keep the
same schedule and not make such drastic changes, but some are
necessary in order to get to banks and stores. Any social life is
out of the question.

One final thought -- reverting to the reference to your Aug 9
on page one about.the origin of the Cold War. In my mind this is
associated with the advent of Byrnes, -who replaced Stettinius, who
had replaced Hull. Getting rid of Stettinius was roughly coindidental
Wwith Truman's firing of Henry Wallace, who symbolized cooperation with
Russia in foreign policy and the more radical innovations of the New
Deal. It was during Stettinius' tenure that Dulles was wheeled into
to State Department in a wheelchair, suffering from gout, as the GOP's
consultant on foreign policy. I therefore suspect that this marked
the beginning of a change in policy, away from coooperation with
Russia and toward one of hositility,to Russia. The Southergner
Byrnes may have been's Truman's sop to the Democrats while Tetting
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himself be steered toward such a policy of hostility, especially
after he found Stalin such a hard old nut at Potsdam, In any
case, Dulles already had his foot in the door, and it seems
reasonable he already was plugging a harder line toward Russia

for various reasons considered degirable by the interests he

rp represented, and which the British may have been eager to
exploit. It is certain that Truman already was becoming baffled
by the Chinese problem, and he only made it worse by agreeing

at Potsdam to Stalin's demand that the Chinese sign a treaty

with Russia which gave back ,to Russia all the rights they had
held in Manchuria in Czarist days! Perhaps RmemszzeZ Roosevelt
had agreed to the same thing at Yalta, I can't be sure at this
late date, but the pomnt is that things were cooking which Truman
little understood and was prepared to deal with intelligently,

Jd. Parnell Thomas was raising hell with the Un-American Activities
Committee, and you may remember Alfred Kohlberg was flunctioning

~~ and had been since early in the war -- as a one-man China lobby
who appeared determined to prevent any permanent, reasénable
relations either with Russia or the Communists who already showed
every sign of winning out in China.

Sincerely,

¢

A

jaw
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5 September 1971

Dear Harold:

A separate note on your Aug. 26 note. We already had
decided to say nothing to Hal unless he brings the whole thing up
himself, If he does, we shall simply tell him the simplest
truth, that his long silence toward you led to an exchange of
inquiries from and to you in an effort to figure out what was
going on, and that this was something we destroyed because it's
an area we don't customafily venture into and which in no case
merited keeping -- but that we neglected to include one ofyour
postscripts when we took ,everything out of the file and destroyed
it.x But we don't think he'll bring it up, and hope that he
doesn't., We shan't, of course.

In this connection, it would be helpful if you would
put any comment on him on a separate sheet -- that is, anything
you'd prefer his not seeing. This will guarantee no further
slips on our part.

He called last night, by the way, o say that a friend
of his named Haapinen or something like that was in town and he
wanted to introduce him to us. He called at around 11 p.m.,
an hour we're normally up and functioning, but this time caught us
in the mims}ix middle of a dinner neither of us felt like eating
tut which we knew we must. So regretfully we had to turn him
down., Tonight we have to sleep as late as possible, then have
dinner before I turn up for work,at 11:30 p.m. That's how
it goes. In the last two times we've seen him, by the way,
he's mentioned Cheryl only once, and has said nothing of the
new girl friend., - He seems to like his Job, and to be getting
along well,

Best from us both. Jenifer will write later on still
another mat .

/’/jng
jaw



