10/4/7
Dear Ja,

daving tired fron woming hillside wet srass, I've been readdi; the clips song
9/30 as I renoved thew from emvelope. laving come 4o those of 8/24 fro.. tue HIT &SPC
and two intereating unanswered ¢ is the 3ed graph of the Tines atory, I decided %o pake
some notes that micht be informative to you and thus also to oo o OEherse

Sron here on I'1l be com-enting as I read %o save tines Con lead to misunderstanding.

Jaclson hud, hn led and us. . the pictol. Impossible without leaving orints,.
«1th sripa off, chunces are better, not worse, beciuse grips arc rousht-finished, the
eli: tils cuposed quite smooth. The postoly and finishoed well, so i only questions
are wvuether tiw prints were clear or suudped and whether they were identifieds L have
secn notidiy but the elaim that Jackson used the pletols Porhaps he did, but thore has
not been even the clainm to wroof, aside fronm prison~-guard allegations of having heen
him with g pistol,

This gun wa. used to shoot tuo prisoners in thc buck of the heade I it hap;ened,
the nature of the evidence would edpend on a nusber of Tactor, onc the chargeter and
deslgn of the amuo and dnother the point of impacte In turn, such things determine the
natur. ol the injurics. If soft or bullets without hardened cases were uscd, there
should have bewn xtensive fragmentation, includin: of dustlike particles that ..ould
glow in derays and that, by the modurn tests, could be tied irrefutably to each other
and to the .xuufacture of the amo., If there was not extensive fragmentation, then a
FiErrmthitemt Likgtyenoush to permit ballistics identiciation should have been
pece or puices lurge
founds And «11 the bits in the bodies save tho dust-aize could and should have been
Treuoveds Une ol the curdous things here is that ther: has been uo relerence to the
naturc ani rooults of these autopsies, The tests should have include ncutroneactivation,
which is vore definitive than the older and less sensitive spectrograp.dc analysis,

Rifle bullut hitting Jackson's clothes beirore it ldlled him lovt identifiablo
of microscopic traces on his clothing, which in what led to &y early ap.rchension that
something would hapuen to the ¢lotidng, as eventually you sent a clip showin: it dide

If Jackgon has been stripped, then the amwo in the postol had to huve been with
it when he got it, vhich can be Hrditing on evidence thai gy later be alloged,

"inother oficer discovered the gunk in his hair"-Parks, Pretty wild and useful
in future nc d to diseredit Perks and oftficers. and if the lauyer iaterview was private
and Jackson not oeiny paraded arowad nakeu, even if the wig would have concealled the
weapon, therc seems to be no reusoun for not having preferred a pocket o the Lelte IF
It woe do the Ladr 1o is not possible that Je "sciz d tuc gun betore the oliicer could
ge.t it.n

leleased autopies: texts potentially valusblc if you know anyonc who has or can cet
without o much trouble., I do not prequme the only orrors are thosc reported,

"Outside help exnccted"? What? Tahks? Gas attack? lonsense. The only kind that
could have been expected is not relevant to this context-transporshtion,

Why waste precious amio after throats arc slashed?

if tids is accurate reporting, there is vore error in this Tirst autopsy roport,
like one brosen rib only.

Loo much ol this makos so little sense it can't be explainec avay as the nornal
emotional reaction to [ruat stresss The HrChron story fortifies tlhis. In its quote
within quotes it is helpfulsit limits the Possibilities of the .cuse oo death 40 &
single udiet wvhose trajectorys is impossiblc. Rather, vath. It is specific in seying
a fraguent was recovered frow the ankle.



Cook: has done great things in the past and this ig undoubtedly a good work,
Ue or the reviewer takes a few liberties with fact. They arc political and the kind
“oolk would uake, having to #o with who is a Com unist ory indeed, what consttitutes
baing, This part of that period of it intorests you was covered very well by Sherrill
in Drug Store Cowbuy., Commmmist was everybody o» osed to HHH, for example, or his
closests and Cli-conuected pals, Kampelman and Kitkpatrick. They arc the sane ones
wgo elected UH, As he tires, has the troubles all have, he bepins to be less dependable
in some vays, especially wherc there nay be ego involve,cnte. He has donc several quite
disreputable things there is no point in talking time with, soing back to 1966, when
Ranparts vouldn't touch his JFK assassination stuffs It was bad. Yone of thic is
to sug est that there is any flaw i: the detrine debectable from +hw reviev., If it
sug-ests that HeCarthy was alone in hi- business, there is such error. Lven Bobby
was part of it. But kcC was a "ohnny—Come-Lately to it, merely infronging on the
copyright of others.

Reading it gave me a great idea for a great ignew story. Hope T gec the reporter
who would undertake it, :

ieC also attacked the press. One of his first victimg was Cedric Jelfrage. (ne
of his earliest tagrets NYT and 1V, Agnew, in fact, has done no more than inprovise
on g theme by HeC, Variations are slight. He is just aiming at limoted target. The
difference netween a no-choke shotgun :nd a rifle.

It is wrong to say icC had s one-man show. Even Ike helped }im,

L preswsc it is because they met his definition for liberal that there is this
excessive estimate of the far-iast men in States I am confident other couniries had nen
as expert and more in number,

Very glad $o have this better picture of the book,

Desire shootout: vy glad to know the IACP condemned, Soueday I'1l .:nt that
reporte I can imagine those cops shooting at each other with ho trouble.

Very good question on the numberin thoe Kaplan mg shot. I don't know the answer
and don't recall the date of arrest. Howevery I think he was convicted before 1963, You
are correct on the date of the Villal murder — if it is Videl who was murdered.

I believe I told you I wag asked to collaborate on & book, by a ilexican writer,
Decline. She hags lengthy interviews, reports some with unnamed lawyers other than those
identified in US press and with JK. I doubt her/Garrison/’l‘unler + concept this is part
of JFX case, but I also have a tip about one Jack 1-ic“innon, Clie Is he knowm to you?
Ripley did a good jobe I am almost certain I have some info on the HcCreery aviation
outfit in the appendix of COUP, partly from investigations by the FBI and Secret Service
of a Minuteman threat vs JFK., I've forgotten the name of the major intercst hence can't
check pinpoint now. Includes cropdusting activities,

Hotes on Van Veman vy interesting. san Diego makes me wonder was he Harines? The
quote frou the Bureau is irrelcvant. Their reports could have been requested by and supplied
directly to hiw if he had the proper assignment and he could have gotten them through
military chamels, The evasiveness mskes he suspect they supplied them to him, That story
was unrcported herce.e.Review Inside will be returned as soon as I copye so.bil calls
to supper. Lest, and many thanks,



