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Dear Js,

43 I recently wrote you or one of my younger friends, I ncver kept a journal, as so
meny writers do, because I never had time. Of and on during nmy IFK work other writers have
eacouraged me to. The first of these was the left~wing poet huriel Ruckyser, who 1 saw
I think before I went into debt to print WHUTEW.SH in an effort to get writers to help
overcome unpublishability of viable topics. The last time I hai seen her was when I had
met her at an imerican Labor Party dinner in New York and I got so drunk I have absolutely
no recollection of whatever, if, indeed, anytidng, transpired between us. 41l I know is
that my then carcer (which comes back in u memmer you will soon understand) entranced her,
and the sparks and sparkle in her oyes wero like the conversation that ensued between us,
at which point my recollection stops.

I have the feeling that the brightst of my young and cherished friends have yet to
fully coupr hend that everything does not start with tnen, that except in {their nunber
and their own manner they have done and are doing nothing new. I know no young people who
have participated in the anti-ROIC demonstrations, but in my own college carecr I fought
it &1l alone. It cost me nmy degree.

Today's Book World has a typical review by that "efete snob" John Waltz, coliaborator
of John Kaplan in the anti-Belli ituby book which is shor through with error of iobert
Vaughn's XX #tudy of ghow Ausiness Blacklisting.X Ah, what that brings back so vividly!

' Waltz refers to Vaughn's "Only Victbms" as of vorth in direct quotes from the Unamericans,
beginning with Dies (Vaughn's and Waltz's scholarship is deficient, Judging from the review,
because that sorrg business began with former hajority Lesder licBormack, then a much
younger hack Congressman and an ZSstoblishmentarian Jewsih HYC Congressman Sam Dickstein, later
& judge, voth of whom I kmew in that era, Semmy fairly well, I know Vaughn not from lian From
Uncle, his successful TV spy thrillers, but from an ingident in which an actor buff and
then a friend in LA, one of those who azkx pessuaded ne to abandon WUII and go out there to
get Liebeler off Lane's back, tried to help me. He gave Vaughnm a copy of W or of it and the
second, in an effort to elicit some help. He never got any word or reaction,.

I was twice a witness berore the Unamericans of the Dies-Starnes dayse I knew both of
those finiks personally, Starnes and I had such a round tha it is among one of' the reasons
they have never dared print my testimony, even when the second time it was rvally under
star-chamber conditions, Dies, as a matter of fact, never faced me at either he-ring, which
I do not teke as defamatory! If, as I hope someday happens, I am again there and less
exhausted than on all other occasions anc we have the time, I think it ..ight be worthwhile
taping an account of 11 of that. It is like a novel. Those soum actually held up the
appointnent of a federal judge to "get" me via a la: they actuslly enacted against me; they
convoked a grand jury for this purposc (the to-be judge was USittorney for Werhington), to
took the damned grand-jury away from the DA's man who was later chief prosecutor at the
Tokyo warscrimes trial, he wound up with such respet for that brash kid that he gave me
an illegal gZift - I have nuver, ever, heard of enything like this happening - a copy of
the grand-jury minutes, for my protection in the future, And I got the Dies_agent who had -
framed me indicted. To do this I had to fight my "liberal" associate, then ohn Lewis!
lobbyist and formerly p.r. man for the Sacco-Vanzetti comzittee, who was plewding moderation

--and peace, that I placate the prosecutor and acify the unfriendlies on the grand jury {he
was getting full reports from the prosecution). Well, not all of that now.

The first book I ever planned was on the Dies commitice. dy research on it was simply:
fantastic. come of it was used, is today unianwon, but in smell part is in the “ongressional
Record. Because of havin; to defend myself and nake a living, I had the research done but
had not gotten to the actual writing. Then ceuc the ware Then came the Hollywocd Ten, to
which Vaughn and Woltz refor, For all their sophistication and wealth, for all their super-
ficial courage, they did not know how to fight, even to survive. One night there came a
knock on my door and there was a man with whom I had worked whenm I was with the S .pate
and with hinm one of the Ten, Dmytryk. They wanted help, so they could ifight and defend
themselves. 1 gave them everything they noceded, everything they a:ked for. I had this
stuff then arranged in dogens and dogens of notebooks, with even the clip ings mounted with
as juch care as Je does now. I have them the irreplacable, records of the Dies Comsittee's
expensess I had actually gotten all their expense accounts, ani I had gotien threc women to
type copies of all this for me. (Aside~this is the source of Jack Spivack's famous expose



of Father Coughlin. I got all the financial records and gave them to Jack, who I then - -
knew well, I helped with other famous books of that era, as with Leo “Yuberman's Labor

Spy Recket, one that comes to mind. .t the same time I got depublican Wational Coizittee
records of ayments to employed fascists, of whom I remember Vonsiatsky, Harold Lord
Varney, Brancis Sullivan and nany others. I also got at tids time and gave to the FBI

gsome of the records of a planned US putsch involving the then chief of staff. General lalin
Craig, I am not unknown to the ¥BI!),

Probably Dyutryk then said "thanks". I never got anything else, including the return

of ao~nucn as a single page of my re -carch, ncver heard from any one of taw 10 azain, and
they diun't have the shmpion to use what I hou loaned them, Thuy were fairly polite
before the Com ittee, as was Hiss, and they all lost and went to jail., I do believe in
Ecclesiastes' philosophy, and if I sometimes chose the time and vlace wrong, I am never
unaware tiit there souetimes is occasion for the departure from the norm that is dinned
into every ear today. The charges agsinst me were much nore serious than thos: against the
10s And that law, by the way,is still on thc booksa '

The 10 were not alone in decimating my files. 4 now well krnown nrogressive liew York
lawyer borrowed arother part for the defense of a client, He waz then mssistant generel
coungel of the CIO, and he had trades-unionist defendants in trouble, He also never returned
a single pag. of what he borrowed, But at least his defense was successful.

For causc I do not nov recall, sometime during the past week Dalton Trumbo's name
popped into my mind, lie knows nothing about the roregoinge Lil and I were fans of his. I
think that unless th.y got lost during the war, when in storage or in our subsequent
wovings, we have a first editions of all his early, pre-movic cspecially worke It is mag-
nificent. The reissue of Johnny Got His Gun is now his only well-knowm work. slmost all
ought be regarded as classics. Am . wrong in recalling that his Remarkeble isndrew made his
first wovie anc him a screen writer? But I remember the book and the movie well.

anparently Vaushn uses quotes on him, His name is in the veview. dnd I would like to
write hin, on the off chance thet with his history and my slight but costly part in it,
with my having preceeded him in that kind of history, and uith the doctrine of ny present
worik, he wight find some way in which he could help. If you know or can luern how he may
be reached, I'd appreciate ite :

I'n senum the review in th: event it interests you.

I don't know if JOU. can begin to Imagine what the potential of my book on lies could
have been because I don't know if you were then in the country. Let me give you a few
samples of what I hade I had the payment records to the man who frumed me and a deposition
I comned him into giving me, sworm to. I had Die: personal travel expenses showing thut the
governuent had paid hiu to go to his home and he was at his home in Orznge, Yexas, on the
very day he allegedly held a hearing on Consunmer's Union. It was then not the Establizhe
mentarian thing is has becoiwe It was an offshoot from another group that ha! been run by
tue late infamous J.B.Hatthews, at the tiue of the "hearing" Dies research dircctor, the

hirZey vemple Is a ided sane That entire hearing was faked, just tysed up end mace to appear
as though a hearing had actually becn held-or z)les defrauded the government \as in getting
thern to pay for his trip home he did in any ovent), And I had traced a Cpra. ittee Report on -
Japanese spying o an unxnown West Coast newsletter. The report plagiarized it word for )
word, typo for typo, gramsatical error for gramatical error. Joe LicCarthy didn't invent

the "I hold in my hend bit". I did i% with a “ongressman friend who held tiu report an one
hend and the newsletter in the other and read thenm line for line, error for error. it wes
quite a thing., Ther: have been few things like in on the flocr of the House! ruch more, but

is this not enoush %o describe a r .al book? I don t kmow how much of my files remain intact.
They arc in old oask file cabinets that are brokens Once + open g drawer + have no place

to put what I take oute Hor have I time. I know those files also hold nmuch on The Early Hoover.
and early fascist activitiesin the US,

Perheps, aside fron poofessionsl and character flaws, this higtory of which I am
reminded by the review cen explain some of my pres:nt positions, conduct and methods. That
Congressuan used to call me "Files". Hv meant it "Philes", his pun on Philo Vance, if you
repember the character made famous by William Powell in the movies. You'd be surprised the
stuff I dug up for him when he needed it to make his way around. “ike the late respect
S0l Bloom {he was then chairman of the house Foreipn Helations Committee) heving a
connection with Hussolini,



4nother and extraneous incident of that era pops into my mind, two favors I did for -
Jack Warner for which I never g0t his thanks, I Imew hisg Yashington p.m. man pretty well,
He name was Frank EdFalce, When they brought out "Confessions of a Hazi Spy" (Robinson ig
also in the book and review) I was asked to help on this. As I now recall, a bew York
writer nauned Wellington Roe was in on the p.r. work and also asied ne. I arranged a nrivate
showing for all sorts of governuent officials and the Congress in the Deparument of Labor.
ot a bad stunt, huh? Bepecially when you dongt get paid for it, Well, the late Senator
Gurald Hye then had pending a bill to prohibit the wearing of uniforms, like those of the
German-imerican sund, I knew him well, his former ang his then assistant, and I got him %o
sponsor this thing, "ith the passing of time Nye became first an isolationist an' then the
chuadrman of a comsuittee to investigate some imagined treachery in the mhvie industry, vack.
W.rner was the witness, on the stand, and getting a very rough time, lione of his people
remembered this incodent, I did, calle Frank, gave him the papers I still had of that stunt
I had pulled, they were used the next day at what you cen well understand was the very
last hearing that comzittee gver held. I also knew liye later, in a friendly way. 1 nover
told him or thic, tho, In fact, when I was farming he was one of my egg customers,

So, I go way back in m ny ways I have forgotten, all unknewn to those who do not wnder—
stand why I do what things the way I do \and, of course, sometimes am wrong), Ur, if I
ray boast for

At this poitt I was interrupted and I've no,; forgotten that of which vas about about
to boasts I lived novels in those days. One wa- published on my Latin anerican wurk of
that poriod, (The Jew made into the 4anglo hatt Hall, ag I recall, with a little fictitious
sex thrown into jazz it up a bit.) It was a kind of crazy life )poor Lilecan anyone begin
to imagine what it has neant to be married to such & man?) vhere I battled—and I think I won
every fight-:lmost anyone who would battle, i nuver started any one, although my work and
writing often trigiered ite As I helped the ¥Bl, so also did I successfully fight it vhen
it tried to pull the kind of dirty stufi I have come to understsnd on ne, 1Ywo ajpcnts once
actually held wme inwhat amounts to confinement in headquarters to set me to sign a false
statement in the thing that ultinatcly went to the srand jury. for hours. I ghosted articles
for cabinet wembers, One of’ my exposes hurt clos.: political friends of Hugh Scott (ref ny
letter to 4nderson). who was then a Uongressman and on the House Patents Comuiittee, That
testimony also that comridttee never dared publishe 4nd you out there in the Golden West
sy want to phone Lob Truehaft, who was = freind of the editor from college days and wag
the closest thing we had to a lawyer at that hearing, Walter “nnenberg not being about to
get involved in an »ffair like that one, Scott tried to whitewash the whole thing for his
friends, the smerican branch of the Hazi inventors of lexiglasse But I had two friends on
his committee, unknown to hin, One the brother of the co-sponder or the Wagner Labor Law,
Connery, and a fan of my writing und one who often put it in the Congressionsl Record; and
a Washington "liberal", John Coffee, S0, between the king of thing in me that my young
friends find out of their own characters and the tine interjections of these two Congress—
man friends, Virtue knerged Idiumphant, Sidelights: when Brian Feliahan, later father of the
Atomic Energy act, was Assistant Attorney deneral in charge of the Criminal Division of DJ
L was a friend of his, coming from living with hin for four months on & fauous Prosecution,
He then trusted ne enough to teke my advice over that of Homer Cumrdings, his patron{later
ny friend in another context) and Attorney General ang delayed his ruming i'or the Seante
fron Counecticut one ¢lection and got elected first time, Well,in this case, which was
before he ran for the Suante and when he was practising law in Washington, who do you think
Tepresented the cowpany. Rohn & Haas, in Phila ang vlsevhere? Brien's law firm, and the
lawyer on the case openly was the onc to whom I had been closest when he also had been with
Justice!

I anm physically weary this morning from yesterday's liberation efforts. I came to
sone hobeysuckle and some roses that were too much for e alone, The interruption vas two
kids who cams to move some stones and bricks for me with a snall tractor-trailer they have,
and when they finis. that the three of us will attenpt to complete the liberation of that
bull pine by rulling out those long and thick stems I could not alone, Perhaps that is why
this review triz ered th.: reminiscenses, 4lso, of course, these will gerve as rarts of a
substitute for o Journale I think I'lisend copivs to two of thess youwig friend, with the
request that they regard the contents as confidential, but with thy added request thot they
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also try to understand soume of the things I do they can't agree with, some of the approaches
I use that are forvigm to thum, some of oy thouwghts that arc unlike what they have been
taught in schocl and fore.gn to their own euporEiences. Tids is not to argus that because
I have lhad such ond many other expericnces I have to be rights I have been wrong and I will
be again. But <11 of us arc the croatures of the totalitics of our lives ang e perd:nces
and individual characters, Thus I do things my way, think ny way. I also su; est they
should try to think in ways other than they huave been schooled to, for the :ind like the
bones tends to grow less flexible with agce

It is probably another futility to atiempt to contact Trumbo, but I think, ith &1l
the time I waste, I'd waste a bit that way if you imow or can get me his address,

I'11l be sending a ¢lip frow the Post on what Public TV is replaying from BBC, hy
point is not to empt you into setting a TV is your poor-gxx reception area, etc., but to
show that when Britain, with less resources, can use this nmedium for legitimate purposes,
we also can. The difference is tiat we do not dare, Several of these six and eight »arg
series have becn done comuerically in the U3 and then repeated on Publiic TV, examplc that
cone. to mind being the six parts of Henry VIII, T have tried to see all 8 parts of Elibabeth
dex, and I think I dide F-ch ran an hour and a half, and I think it was well wurth it,
besides bein;; relaxing to both of us, N? saw Herny on C35, I don't know if we'll find The.
bast of the liohicans worthwhile, but we 11 probably lock at . e first to see. The honesty
of these British Government productions is ineredible compared to US 1V, esp., “ublic,
where they have less concern avout money-offinses. It makes more obvious how ours is a
professionual wasteland ezcept for the rare 004 public afiairs shows. *y tho way, the KBC
First Tuesday series that did so great a Job on army omestic spying has died, naturally,.
That is the history of every such series of which 1 have recollection. Golng back to lurrow,

Yoday's Post has what has Decoue its typical apiroach on the IT% ete tlap. They have
a very short pe.1 story on IlT's claims about its studies (uot including the essential ones)
of the Beard memo and comparisons, the veginning of a long piece on Flanigsn on ths iirst age,
and sev cal chklums on Kleindienst on the insice, plus a light one on the impact in Chile,
half-way defense of the UIi part. But of the real substance and defici.ncies of the FBI's
and ITT's "studies”, not enowyl for critical analyses. I did see enough in one quot from
Boover to persuade me of the validity of my iustinet, his typical language referring to
"all the submitted samples." A1l will be give felse end misleading emphasis by thoss who
reéad it and none who read will fully .ppreciate the real neaning of "shbmitted"., 4t ig his
out, as "all" is his distortion and exagseration. All i.plies that he really got all,
He could not have. Submitied means in the way he will use of he has to ‘that he had nothing
to go on except that which was submitted, Ho: that he could not have askec for and gotten
noree and in the hurlyburly, if there is any, nobody will pay any attention to the fact

that as of shis wdnute, in whut has been publiched that I have secn, the sost obvious

ests and examinations were never made by anyone. M Cunegonde vas right for some, For them
this is the best of poszible worlds.

Best,



