3/2/12

Dear Ja,

Re §oy 27s, nany thanks for everything, inc, stamps. With the gas I had to get after
yesterday's trin to DC end other essontisls, I cane home fron towm vith a roll I had just
gotten and $2,00! So, XX I'1l give L4l the roll and when she wa.nts a stamp she'll hot have -
to come to ny office to get ones We have heen working that close o This time of the year
she has 1little io zail ompar"o with other times, save when she payc; bills, 2tc. But
bdcavce she has no 8s this aems I got back a book I'd mailed on which she'd put a siz and
I was sup.osed to add an 8 and forgot.

) Je's Constable? please don + waste any further Hiune on thise To the degree one can

b2 certain, I've dedided who t9Ss is, one unkoown %o you and never nel here, meeting all

the intellectual and scholarly rre-requisites (Not Lhornley, as I'd famst consider p0551ble),
and when he flrst called, time coineiding, I eithcr erased by re-use or nislaid the tape I
finally began to make as he blabbed about the former conunection he claimed with intelligence,
translation: of USSR intercepts re U2s, RB4Ts, ete. Howwver, I remazin with your fascination
with congtable part, same unfarmable feelling of childhood recell, snd one other interest:
this would make a helluva politieal novel, told essentially as it heppened, and 4 have an
editor friend who ;.grees and has a coliaborator in mind, if he ever gets to where he can

 find time. Fact is that vesterday * mailed a letzer reminding him that =~ hepe to be in NYG

soon mnd if this guy could still be interssted, how about arranging a meeting? The timing
would have been perfect if he had arranged this when 1 first proposed it. As a kid I was
pretty jood oa foatures and my fnstinels for what can apueal seem to be reasonably good
atill, but tre business has ‘:c mc unimaginative beyond my nower to describe,

Clips: don't fret cr stay up if I ask the return of something 1've not markede Lif it
is reeily imporfant, I'1ll mark it. One of thise, from the mark I put on it, I know is what
I wented, and not Tor the Hughes file but for that an handwriting enalysis. Realize this
is {he only real link bewteen Oswala and the planted riflc, end the paper alone is enough
to raise ocuestiona.

Before I forget, the encloged carbon of a letter to my youngest friend talks of two
shows in which I think you'll have interest. I will try to tupe the CLC one in particular,
Now 1 have a good suphly of 80 cassetttes and a few 1028 and I'm saving those with audio~

sensor, out I need 60s, so today a local store which takes Bankamericard has some cheap ones
on sale, and mespite all those resolutions, I'm going to get some, at 5-¢ each, which is
pretty damned cheaps. So, if I send you any such, don t spend a quartr of that returning.

Itve gotten my VOM back, and if is not working well, but I can use it to rvn each tape
through while I'm doing other things, so I'll know if any one hangs befors using. “easonably
good chsnce of it, anyway. I:m also going to try to dub off one I have on a Sony, of Latiimer,
Gled to get the note you don t want the tape I mace for you Ior that tape is now in the
mgchihe, should I get a call-of which I want a cassette, Don't expect, but keep it raadye.

The one advsntare of Lil's workine, aside from the sww-belly (it ain't bacon) she
brings home iz that I heve the mail early, can address it and then have relatively uo-
interrupted time for mail, I do enjcy your letters for a number of obvious reasons = the
fact that you arc the only ones of our age with whom T exchange ideas.

Jim's on Pacifica: I $hirnk we crossed on that, with my reporting what Bill Stein %old
ne. He ue way be faceless vo yuu, tut he has taded to be a good friend to me, He was with GCLC
and has experience raiging O8$ there, and he ic with the foundation, and separctely agrecs
with everything you sald, ile disagrecs with you on news, belicving that alt KPPA is not nearly
chat 1% should and can bea Agrees on Thompson, too. It may be that therc is something wrong
with Lee but I'm inclined to the view that this ic the way such groups and people worked
yeurs ago and it is possiblc Lo mo to coaceive it as the nern today, espPe whewrw tliers are
such problemso Dut I'd have to agree that this iz the craziest dnd of format for wuch a
station. They ailsc have nuiss, cne _[".ld_J.L‘, ons OfF ihe:.f segt talls shows at WRAL, a meelly

arrogant bastard, bu: very POPHLJ and alring good stuff, esp. in an area wherb there is
Little of it an wany p@oofe. Lhson or Jacohson, S0 ﬂ‘f’}u.ng liks that,



Je's longer 27, all noted. On Ray, I've updated with carbons, ete. The announcement,
if that it was, was also atiributed cn the Tth to {he Commissioner of Corrections, Mark
Luttreils It vas the fifthe I an increasi‘ﬂgly cordng to bslisve he was trubthful in saying
he didi © Jdo ife I wanted to get other opinicns, so T let other thiass go ’fCS‘LSI‘daJ when I
was :‘.n toun and shoved them To Faul Valeatine, who covered the m.m...tra::.l for ths Poste I'd
hoped Ben Pagdilcian, who has just done a swell serics pn joils and had jimsclf uom-u.twd
Tor a while to do 1% bowter, -igh® evaluste, bus s wes aw ave. Pauvl agrescs that ‘ch“ kind of
Thing Ray seys is possible <l\l-'l reeadied seveool vislis o u local maximun-~securiiy joil
where 1t was nobt wncolmon for it to dake a half-hour o £ind an inmate in whom 1:, hao
interost. Thoy can't ani don't keop track, =0 day could have becn whers he says an wiless
anoth.r prisoner saw him, no% bs able to prove 1» - i¥ anothorv prisoner's word uould be
taken. Add to t.ls the timing-imucdiately Tollowed by 4he Long—delayed and adverse decigion
on his appeal and thz intercst in somevhing hapsening o hin and it all fite and cives him
credibility. plus the warden has not answeied my Lotter,

Lon't return Wash Monthly. In fect, I think you shomld nos worry vrlogs I makke for
retria, and as my files gob less organized as they geot mors diffuscd, I think I'd best mark
on them vhere Iw.l.nt to file on Peburn,
China: where I haven t sent Post gty 1t ds because what they carried was on no special

..

contents I way also send some that turn out this wsy if I got ton biey to resds I've been

reading them since I went therve, to date, S\verol friends who get the Times tell me that
when they are here and sec the Post they sco 1‘5 the Tines doos not earvy and that in some

arsas the Pogt i8 imore heuest! Whut this say; FBE the Ti

Glad to widerstand about the bookshelves, What wmade re wonder is thet nothine goemed
te be vertical, and I wondered if he had in that room largely bores mag,

I'a not without doubt that these events are irreversidvle, Howsver, I also now thimk it
provdes a cover for more severe repression at hobe, What you attribute o Alien Jackson was
inberent in auch TV coveruge and some independent radio * heard. The last rubbich I heard
was Lisegor on the Vanccur NEY special of \m;uh T wroue, I'm going to watch their dsily

listins turcuph this periods Wa s‘w.md little tine with TV, save for *hs net news, So we
dougteieck the daily skeds often, cep when -‘..1 1o woriding,

I agree with your describing some of this as a tropism, +% is a reburning rother than
a turning, and it also tore tlssue, as you've hatte aprecd, I thinlk, if vou saw wh_l le yon
sard som. of the ruporting I did. The fact is thot in cont xb theve was remaikeblie litile
of thiz sncering aud sycophancy, if any i too muche ¥any did do straight reporting and Lop
the wesl part the slurs were resiricted to reporting ,E'Ou.-._ mentation, etc.
Bandung(?) privel gleq
I agree on five pigis evaliation. I thiuk T comented on it earliere I thulake in
retropsccty we can asswue wove than you seem willing to. I see 1t was first Landung, which
is_ubat I recalled, "t o note thab there wu. & mysterious explosion in the plane corrying
“hinesc duleg gation to :.L, then ‘,udely attributed to out Jpoolco, Yhat a ddffercnec, huh?
I &greo theie 1o 1itile chance we 11 prachiss 1t wome I2s: tho the generel el ecoe
to mderstand it, it is of emormolls significence elsewheve, and I Hu.r:}' th v he rore
than Jugd your "western syes"™ frouwletbicr thed follows, I tlink this will inclode auch of
Westein furope, tov. Agreed on rearranging regional matiter that ean Toliow. Note roturns
yesterday's Jaweican eloction, nok nohic ced in ny basty perusal loecel pupere Uay Le in Pont,
which I've nn%t yet seen, On what could te expec"‘Pc‘ at this stuge, I'm willing to oo fertiur
thar you sewn to wnd think we lave gone fartlnge Shan gou gecn Loe iy wundor to the GL
and his entouragce realisze how far - they have gone? If I'd sent you carhons of ny surlicr
letters to Howerd you undorstant thet scme tine agzo T felt the douestic broblens are whet
GL I;.nd insoluble ajld that they arc worse than we've bom permitted 4o knowe Yot boing shle
to do aaytidng a-out them, he -Jad urgent neads. This was the enly firection ia wiich he could goe
T us C could Lold out for and actnslly get more then N has boen willing to glve. liot bocouse
N secs the world, and its needs, or cares. Iha are pI‘chllu and wrgent needs, I think if he
is ro=elactad we'll gee repressions like ve've never droamed of experioncing.




On Taiwan I take a more opntimistic view or make that kind of interpretation than you

do. I beliove I wrote a bi% on this earlier, Not in teims of expectable or close to iruede
iate perfommance, But technically thero ig a decent and acceptable ggreoment. +t may he

yours £fbs - Chiang hos gone, T sincercly hope, %o i rowerd he han carnede 1t ig riore thon
tac mere osening of e door by & crack. th is recognition and o policy that car'i hov be
changed 5o far as Yhing is conecrned, and the rest of the workd, or hers without 4he nosh
sorious hpheval, The treaty, as I reasll 1%, is not mandatory anyuay, £o we can't even
etroat to thate The yproblom that will be exploited by use, as erlevwhere in SE Aslay
£0cs back o how Allon Dulles hornswoggled JFK, what will do do with 2ll thoso peogle (ref
to Bay Pigs)? This the rizht can and will use and use hard. Hnless some refuge iz Lowid
for them ¢ sore Ikind of accomodation vigde, this will delay things long.

As 4% twms out, I vwas r.zht in saying Ching wonld do nothing about SVNe. I regard the
repert of the HorlKong Standard as no mors than = 'wind gesture by C. There was no coance
C would or could do anything to help N with any of his SEAsia problesg, and I think it
imposoible there i3 anmy implicit, explicit or inherent anti-USSR understanding, tho they
seen te feol otherwise Nor do I think they'll do anything at the UY they would not have
dene or the opuosite, I 4hink their policy will be unchanged.,

However, I think that this also mekes SYN leas of a problem Yor Nixone be'yy have mest
of ow: ren out by election, has already rasped a big harvest, and while I don_% think I con
melke a fair estinate of vhat rolicy will be after the election, I think this does make it
move Aiflieculs 40 roverse policy or increase sueh activity clseviere. We have %o got out,
and T think oven the rilotary, for the nost part —everyone mExgwemsxcchm: except the extreme
of the might, wocoenizes it,

Your Nizon-On-tis-Knees %o the rest of +the world (again, hot just "Western Eyes“), agreed,
too. I think you onmuld have emphasized' this more, I think atter the elections, tiisc will be
better understood here, The Vemperatic: reaction has been inzane,

It was 0o real irouble to give you my reading on the TV coverage. It was alunst
ron-exigtent on what I conld say of H£BC, but they are Lighweight, minor coupared to Cis,

UBC, wnd I simply can't stomach Smithy who leit UBS because he could not da i own oyes
be honest there, de is worse than anyone on CiS ever waue

Bill Shea. Hon't ake any tine. 1 think he is sone kind of nut, bui the whole vidng
is provocative, Risht one in Wondacros. By offer oicopying wes on chance he has been involved

in anything that had core %o your- attention, for = knew he was closeby frou postusrk andzipe

¥uttner: I fthink highly of iirl However, when he didn't come here, before the iime he
had sedd T'd chanzed my wind about wanting %o say anythings I sent word to ihis eifcet via
Biiz Stein, who was eseing him Moridny. Hnless there is 4o be pay for it, I'm not interesited
in writing or saying anything ont the subject wntil there is sometidng Lajor or put ogether
in detail. I think I ean with soue safety asswie L've frustrated movre thun I could have
expected t¢ by stayvine bohind the scenss, and if it chamnges, well, wo'll do whes we cale
I do expect wore in other areas, not wedical. L'We laic faundstion vossible, including in
Vavier letter in woys I think you could rot understend. I caon Bo Lo court, a lact resors,
glmost anythime and if necessary, would, immediatolye L have long been hoping to de able to
file a tort action foexpand FOI ocncepts snd with what L nov have from Wrabmm have a bother
chance, Also, their re.otion to my button--pushing, as in changing regulations ex poste

facto, ench to cover an illegality and cach to my porsonal damage.

Thumb prognosis. Use, L-rays nornal on bones, rest can t be read witil scar tissue
down, eupectation three months. I'm o see ortho surgeon agﬁin then, o forscast sursery,
ro forecest return more use of 1t, no sweat it it stays this limdited Way, il slight bus
enncyiny diccomtort disapoesrs. The fear of the gunered practitioner that there ... bt be
no trouble breaking the still-swollen Joint is net charcd by this guy, in shon 1Ml has
grentest confidence, based on long experience witih hine So, me for the woudchopping, again
when ;‘fe weother permitse We are in cut third striaght 70= day-end I have a 20" pile of
nou alter that at the carport! Ground too wet for it now, but af terxlx lvnch, ii it iu not
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raining, 1'11 put boots on and pull honeysuckle, Forecast is for thundefstorms. Yy own,
hesad on ry pre-daylisht Learing of “hiecago weathor, i thal it will soon return o

sceconnl eold, Effective tomp there 4 c.ume 10 below, actual I think: gbout that above, with

jaxXA N

strons winds accounting for spread.

Ross Terrill is the guy CBS or NVC was usings I may have given you his namc incorrcctlye
Pee momked nart of what you gent (&3l thet returncd herein) is exactly wiat he was telling
8 vartly larser international UV sudiences...l do not know of any major media abttenticn
sAven to any ef the professional sycophents on Uhina, Hoting that the Pimes slso uscd
Fairbenk reminde me. Barnett pot little attention, but he did g show I know wau wired on
a DC M station, He is at brooking nove...Jc spotted voih clips corrccetly. I am keeping
a plaglarism file, Tt hag been mmch more extensive with me than you can imagine and has come

to be accepted, Turner nree cald that he egard anything I publich as pubiic doaasine iAo
hes acted ancer ingly, toon,

Beavite what you have indicated, I'm sending some LIVEs. Mao is on this wedkx's
nover, those sling labelled as tags. I'1l be reading onlt Mafi: storye Sowe of she pilcoturcs
will probably inteorest you, some of the expressjons in particular.

Thanks again for all the trouble.

Best



2T Feb 72, .

Odds and ends to be taken care of, before filing.

Thanks for the two articles clipped from last month's Washington Monthly.
Haven't had time yet to read, but they came in time to keep us from copying the Rothchild
article for you! Don't subscribe to the magazine and don't often see it; this time it
was quite by accident. Since we do have this issue, would you like to have the two clipped
articles returned in case someone else could use them?

POW's (yours of 1/31/72). Yes, if you see anything on POW's and don't need,
would like to have it. Our file on that is very fat by this time - get all that stuff in
one place and it really smells. The first whiff came with the pre-Sontay zaide bombing and
it was strong enough to start that file off. '

Irving/Hughes. (Your scrap-note, 2/3.) Thanks for your offer of Life thing on
this but don't think we need it. Have quite a little pile now on Irving/Hughes and will
keep clipping for & while, but think eventually will decide not to keep it. You want it
kept for you? ‘

Another note on this in the same mailing asks to have returned (if we don't need
it) article by StephenIsaacs. Don't need; returned herewith.

Still on the same subject, your undated note in mailing of 15 Feb asks to have
returned two stories from "today's Post" - herewith. (Wonder how "herewith"came to be a
word; must look it up.) We stamp your letters and notes with the postmark date, and as
the mailings come in go through the c¢lippings, setting aside those marked for return, with
the others going back into their own envelopes. These two (on Hughes book, both
Post 2/13/72) weren't marked, but checking postmark date on your note with that on the
envelops, found them. The clippings in the envelopes are read as we have little scraps of
time and then filed or discarded. A4s it happens these would have been put with the
Irving/Hughes stuff and wouldn't have been lost, but I'm going to be nervous about discarding
anything in case you just forgot to mark it.

Xusn Thui intv (scrap-note, 2/6). In this note you said you were taping the intv
and asked if we wanted it. No need, here.

Ray (Your undated scrap, meiling of 24 Feb). In addition to copies of two
clippings on Ray sent you earlier (SFEx 15 Feb, SFCh 17 Féb) we're including with this the
only other thing we have on it. Had not yet come to that issue of the Times (the next
one up is 20 Jan!) but looked through it and found this item, not even treated as "news" but
included in a column of misc odds and ends. It gives the date Ray was caught as 7 Feb and
doesn't attribute it directly to the warden, or even the "corrections official" mentioned.
The two clippings from our locals which you have give the date as 5 Feb.

Pants (Yours of 2/9). Don't send! I have enough for me, can't think of anyone
here who might use them, and it isn't worth the effort or the postage. If Lil can find
someone where you live who could use them they probably would be more appreciated than they
would be here, where they're so much more aveilable. Thanks for the thought, though, and I
agree it's a pity someone can't be enjoying them.

KPFA (5till yours of 2/9), and the comnection you make - or possible connection -
between the firing of Elsa Thompson and the station's earlier difficulties in getting
licenses approved. I'm mortified because it couldn't have been more than two days before
I wrote,that I was reading about those difficulties and their run-in with the Senate
Internal Security Subcommittee - and the prompt issuing of the licenses on the resignation
of one of those the Subcom was after. And no ideas popped into this old grey head.

And getting greyer by the minute - it's almost 4 a.m. and we must get to bed.
Will leave this unsealed because if we can pick up tomorrow better prints of the pictures
we sent you of the two younger J's, will include them. If you'd like to keep them, be
our guests.
<



27 February 1972

Dear Harold.:

Again, this will have to be a sort of an interim
letter, mostly to express our great appreciation for your
trouble in analyzing the TV news coverage and in sending the
many .useful clippings from your local press. This acknowledges
your mailings of Feb. 18, 22 and 24, by the way, and when I get
time I'1ll study the Esquire article you sent and provide some
sort of a reaction, Let me warn now that I'm too foggy on this
whole case to be able to be of much help, but I'1ll certainly try.

Regarding the bookshelves behind Mao and Nixon: the
Chinese bind their books often without hard covers. Hence they
must lie flat unless they are boxed in sets, Wn which case they
can stand vertically in the box without &amage, as those in the
left half of the picture are standing. On the right the volumes
apparently are singles, lying flat with their bottom edge out.
A good many appear to have slips of paper sticking out and
folded down, apparently references or flags for references. Hope
this explains what puzzled you., I can't see arthing else in the
picture that seems unlike any cluttered bookshelf.

We almost agree with you on your prediminary opinion,
written, I believe, after the second day of the visit in Peking,
that there has been an irreversible change in this country with
respect to handling information about China. We'd agree fully
if we hadn't been so bitterly disappointed withm the post-war
swing away from what had been, for all its shortcomings, basically
a friendly policy. This was ruthlessly destroyed. We can hardly
persuade ourselves that it can't happen again.

There seems to be no doubt that there is a rather
clear understanding that it's okay to go ahead and treat China
objectively again. I've seen nothing to pinpoint any particular
official sanction, but have no doubt it exists and at least has
been inferred by the reporters if not actually implied to them
in briefings. One CBS reporterx, Allen Jackson, said something
to the effect that 1t appears that prior to the Peking visit
the treatment accorded China by th¥ media may have been wired
more closely to official policy than some of us had thought.

This is of course a pallid understatement of the quésmrter of a
century that preceded the Peking visit, but it is interesding

that it's said out loud. The truth is that the 1lid was off, with
full rein given to hate and prejudice and distortion while any
attempt at objectivity was heavily penalized ifi one way or another.

This is a very corrupt and confused society, but we
think there is still a tropism toward the simple truth left in
many people, including some reporters, and that much of the
alacrity of the media in responding to the Chinese as human
beings was just plain relief at no longer having to preiend to
be reporting the news in terms of the accepted fairy *‘f'&fﬁs.
Aside from mx built-in Cronkite sneers, Sevareid ianuendoés
and the manifest inability of many reporters to understand
what they were reporting, we thought most of them seemed
genuinely relieved to be able to do a relatively straight job
without fear of reprisals.
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For all pradtical purposes, the effect on public opinion
in both countries is well-nigh irreversible in the @ense that
it is now okay to act and speak witﬂthe knowledge that the
other country now officially exists regardless of the absence
of diplomatic recognition, and this is indeed a great leap
forward on both sides, taken deliberately and for self-serving
reasons, ‘‘egardless of the differences between the reasons on
both sides, this is a major accopplishment which it will be
extremely difficult to undo completely within the foreseeable
furture,

We have not yet seen the text of the communique which was
issued in Shanghaa this morning (U.S. time) but heard a fairly._
complete account of it on KPFA, If the station quotedﬁborrectgiy,
Nixon has joined in upholding Chou's five principles of coexisténce
first enunciated at the Bandung anti-colonialism conference in
1955. This apparently impresses no one in this country, but you
may pe sure is a blockbuster elsewhere, an enormous victory for
the Chinese. If by some wild chance this country eould be
maneuvered into practicing this even part of .the time, the way
is open for the general rearrangmment of regional matters I

suggested in our last letter, No more could be expected at
this ktage. We have too far to go. 1It's still a major accomplish-
ment if it means anything at all.

The lack of agreement on Taiwan was not unexpected, but
this country appears to have recognized openly that this is a
Chinese question, to be settled by the Chinese regardless of
our sacred obligations to Chiang Kai-shek. Hereagain, a dopr
has been opened just a tiny bit, for after all, who are we to
go around interfering wi§§ other people'ﬁ affairs? As I mentioned
last time, Chiang alread §1gna11ed that emay be prepared to do business
if the terms are right. If he means it, only the terms have to be
settled., If he doemB't, he won!t live forever.

Late last night the HongKong Standard reported that

Nixon had conferred with high North Vietnamese officials in
* Peking, apparently during that hiatus last Friday when he wex
and Chou got together an hour and a half later than scheduled.
That night, Nixon was sober and unsmiling at the dinner he threw
for the Chinese, so it appears that while the “hinese may have
helped arrange the meeting, the Vietnamese properly stood their
ground and told Nixon they were not for sale, even in an election
year.

In one sense, Nixon will appear to have been definitely
worsted in all but Western eyes. He not only went to Peking; his
emissaries in future will have to return, with no hint of reciprocal
interest on the part of the Ghinese. It cannot be overlooked that
therelis no hint that Chou has been invited to Washington, although
he almost had to have been invited. Even people who notice this
sort of thing, however, will be the first to applaud the opening
of long-closed doors, the banishment of some of the myths and the
kxhhnbennt tentative and uncertain groping toward reality on the
part of this country.



-3-

We want to thank you very much indeed for your thought in
®&n providing such detailed accounts of the various commentators
and showSyou saw on television, and for the very valuable clippings
from youw papers. Jenifer missed all the TV, and I saw only a
few scraps, nothing that could be called representative. It is
most useful to know how they handled it, and you provide a most
satisfying impression. The clippings are invaluable, and
we much appreciate your willingness to go to all the trouble.
Our local papers are either too crowded with advertising or
disinterested, when they are not being perversely provincial
or pseudo-hip, to Jay oub a selection of accounts that can be
trusted to be representative. We do get the NY Times, of course,
but it's always umeful to have a Washington paper to balance
against the fount of all wi@dom.

Going back through your letters to the first of the monthsx,
I FIND A COUPLE OF ITEMS THAT I can dispose of. (sorry about the caps).

We note the memo re one Bill Shea et al. All this is new to us,
never heard of any of these people., The Marin County telephone book
lists a Wm, Shea, 29 Rock Ridge Road, Woodacre, Woodacre is a
hamlet about halfway between San Rafaei and the coast, near Point
Reyes Station, in country that has groges of redwoods interspersed
with sheep pastures on the hills. Lots of retired people live
there, some barely making it, others quite we2l heeled. We've no
time these days to try to find out anything, but will keep our

ears open for any of the names you mention, Dont' bother with
copylng and sending all his stuff unless you figure out some
specific angle where you think we might help.

En your letter dated 2/9/72 you mention Bob Kuttner's
preoccupation with securing the last FM channel in Washington
for Pacifica and suggest that this could have had something
to do with the liquidation of Elsa Knight Thompson, pointing out
that they have lét one other person go in the past in a similar
situation. We think it could, but that the picture is bigger
than that, I!'ll try to be brief,

Last summer KPFA began to change, from its traditional
format of classical, avante garde and jazz music to a good deal
of rock int roll, more emphas&s on local news instead of national
and internagional, and less solid panel discussions and interviews
with expertgds in favor of more rap sessions, full of ers, ahs,
woS and like you know mans. This trend has increased steadily
and now has got to the point where they are broadcasting pro hockey
games and so much rock 'n' roll that you can't be sure you've
got the station tuned in because it souilds like any other
rock 'n' roll,emmmzrexakimmx commercial station.

We date the change from the time of arrival of Larry Lee,
the young man who started the station in Houston in spite of
two Ku Klux Klan bombings.
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Soon after he arrived, as we understand it, Else (who was a
BBC veteran and a real whiz at public affairs in addition to being
a superb interviewed) was sehb to LA to reorganize KPFK, which
was having cd&omary difficulties with financing and so on. She
spent the summer there, did her job, and returned to be told KPFA

. ‘no longer had room for her because of lack of funds,

was given some sort of pension and dishmissed, Her friends put
up a fgightful howl, but accomplished nothing except to make
the new powers at the station appear more determined than ever
to go on beaming the station at far out types with incomprehensible
montages of music over news, two tapes being played at once, and
other puerile stuff. :

The station customarily gets only about half the money it needs
from subscriptions and for years had had a fund-raising marathon
in May to make up the difference., It's an ordeal for everyone, but
they usually raise the needed money in two or three weeks.,

This year, they apparently ran out of money sooner than usual
and scheduled the marathon for the entire month of February, three
months earlier than usual. They set out to raise $115,000, which
would have meant getting about %4,000 daily. They've been
getting an average of a little more than half that, and are
talking about extending the marathon 10 days into March. It appears
obfious their programming and arrogant tactics (they've a
number of veteran volunteer commentatofs go) has alienat the
older liberals who are just not giving this time, and that the new
audience to whom they are appealing simply doesn't have the
money, if ihdéed it can comprehend that somejthings have to be
paid .for. They appear to be beaming their main appeal to the - d
real bums who infest the shaggier ranks of our young people,\fﬁo~"€$4ﬂ .
bums who always have been there regardless of the length of
their hair, and who always will be,

’There have been much more obscure upheavals in the
loose superstructure of facifica which is supposed to oversee
all four stations. Several old-timers have resigned from the
local board, also. Tae national board is almost all new, people
no one every heard crf{

If the whole thing has not been infiltrated, it certainly acts
as though it had. Lee would be the prime candidate. He's a
former AP man in Houston. The regular AP man there I happen to
know casually and happened to be here recently for an oil
producers convention, I asked him about Lee, He said he was a
brilliant young guy, thought a few seconds, and then added,
"maybe a little too smart for his own good." If he was doing
a job withy pacifica, he certainly earned a credibility cover with
his job getting the Houston station started. Late last summer
the Houston staff struck in protest against some management
sagxe change. Lee was sent back to make peace, He ended up on the
side of the strikers, got it settled and came backz to B eﬁ;%#,
where he's bbviously a prime mover in the new changes and apbears
likely to become station manager in April when the xpreesent manager
says he'll resign, and has inteAded to all along.
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Weak, penniless, disorganized as it always has been,
Pag¢ifica has grown like a plague, as evidenced by their
audacity in starting such a station in a place like Houston.

We can't haw any firm conclusion about all this, but in the
pinches facifica's supporters at times have accomplished some
remarkable things. It may well be that the pacifica claim to
the Washington channel is viewed with very great misgivings.
‘acifica has publicized things like the Washington demonstrations
with remarkable success, for all its limited resources. It

may be that someone has decided to go to work on it and destopy
it from within, or at least weaken it enough to get it under
control. The best way would be, of course, to find a way to
make it seemg to destroy itself. We're not saying this is
what is going on, but the KPFA course seems firmly charted by
new hands who refuse to listen to anyone else and now and then
show utter contempt for those who built the station as an
institution. We understand WBAI is flourishing on an even

more conventional basis, with all-night talk shows and so on.
All the stations emchange fewer tapes than they once did.

More money is spent now on long-distance live hookups, which

of courge cost much more money. With KPFEKstill ailing,
Houston virtually unheard from these days, and only an occasional
tape from WBAI, KPFA itself smmmw& appears headed for the
rocks. If all this is accidental or the natural course of
events, okay. It just seems awfully fortunate for those who
have hated the whole concept from the beginning.,

You might keep all this in mind if you ever seew Kuttner
again. Sorry to run on so long, but you might as well know
what may happen.

That's about it for now. We're looking forward very much
to your later assessments of the Peking visit and its probable
egéfects, both here and there. On the whole, in spite of Pretty
Pat)s talent for putting her foot in her mouth every time she
opened it in China, it appears that our GL got on the whole
the TV exposure he wanted, but will pay for it in many other
ways, mostly outside this country. In any case, things can never
be quite the same, which is mostly good.

.the best,

jaw



