&
o
g

S

2/26/72
Dear Jg,

Generous mailing and letter 22 fascinating, My fear is that you'll feel compelled
to write when you have no time, but this is a very valuable letter, It helps wy understanding
such, an:i helps ny understanding of oy wainspired understanding of such garguantuan events
involving a country of which & know so littls compared to you. I do have gome knowledge of
the east, believe I am alone in having (very accurately, let me boast) predicted the Jape
attacks (as of preceeding 9/15 » did dig Evans Fordyce Carlson out of oblivion (ang had
the whole thing stolen, including the movie Gung Ho!, the title of ny piece.

4s by now you know, I have been irying to keep you both current with TV, I migged ,
someof what you saw, although I was impressed with the wiformity of that impressive guard,
I did not wndergtand they wefie carefully sclected from the north, I did notice how well
they maintained Parade positions for so long and was surprised at the informality of the
Very few in charge, something unique I am sure, both informality and small nunber,

You detected correctly on Ray, when I was afraid to really spell it out. lic has, as
you also know. But I felt he fell for ity instead of what he now says, that it didn't happen,
0ddly, the UPI Exanm story has several things not in the eastern versions of the same gtory,
How easy do you suppose it is for him to carry a block and tackle undetected? If it were
four-fall, then i% would have had to have 200 feet rope for hin to wake it, Mot 20~foot

height as I'd beon %oid but 40! Imngioe the ease Wwith which a to-priority prisoner
walks all arcuad in a Daxe security jail with all that kdind of bulky stuff! And they have
become deliberately lax imder this new warden, who, frankly, I liked, I haven't signed in
or out last six times, nor did Jerry, sc there is no record of our being there! Yoo many
other things relate, like refent effort warden to get TV crew in, e has protesved this in
every way he can, Bud has Tinally written leitter I asked of hinm 8-10 months ago, telling
warden he and Ray have leng made clear Ray wants no media people and he expects warden not
to write him each individual case, That was not enough, Ray had already said no to thig one,
He didn't know, but it was net crew, and they spent valuable time going there without an
advance ok, also strange, -

Irying to cope with a mind like hig ig pretly difficuli, By now you know the docile
reaction. I figured wrong. I feered ha might break off, at least protest or €xXpress resentment
but instead he wrote me what he did not tell his lawyerslind a long letter, de got one out
%o me alons when you could have sent me, He hag written it in advance, I suppose that if he
lives over a period of time more by being straightforward then by being honest or right 1
bay reach him in time, I'm returning thatextra carbon because Je expressed interest, I do
not want to overload Jeu or your files, but unless I request return, not necessary, and the
only reason I asked yop not to throw it avay 1f btecause I had made no extra carbon should
I later want a dupe, as I can't now anticipate. Sometimes it can be worthwhile having a compy
in sane hands, The Ry stuff, when I carbon, is onyy to the lawyers, and on the assassingtions,
I can't regard 3ud as Sahe. Anything can happen, so extras ¢lsevhsre can have potential use,
With a few words fron JER I could break this, With g good publisher, without a word from him
I now could, But the curse on mo and the subject is too imch to overcome, hence letter to
MeGraw, for which thanks on talking time for coment, That J‘I’Ving Trust crack got around faste
I think I sent Jou one of them in print, croosing in mail,

Now for the really interesting part, Chins, I think & mumber have credited Snow publicly,
But note also enclosed, that DirtyTricky had ides 11 years ago, for DirtyTricky reasons only.
And soueone beat ug to it in spotting him o cepicr, George Dixon, with whom I worked for four
months in higs bragh, bushy-haired reporter days, before successful marraice and moderation
required for successful syndicetion, was sharp when I imey him, And ineonoclast,

I didn % note foces generals, Agide from comtextual reasors for cool recenpigion, there
is ore everPone secms to have missed, not to glve offensc %o prececding digmitary Visitors,
Ixthink we both foresaw that it would be Aifficult for either side to really lose, Either
might gall far short of what it expected, us more than theg, but both had +o €£pecs +38. In
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this case, as I think T Ve indicated they have ene-upped us in oyp forte, pere, and used ug to



do it to us and for them, There are rich harmonics and chords nobody has noted, and as I
would expect, would most of all reach the right nerves in Ching and among her closer
neighbors, When WE fly in there in massive planes and they ¢lean the streets by hand; and
then Nixon ig content to fly, as he has never, to my knowledge, in any other country,

in a smalier plane, an old and outdate one, of USSR mamufacture at that; when we take in
a1l that Supercostly electronieg stuff ang they walk or uase bikes on itg broadcasts;
when Nixon hag this enormoug entourage and there is only lone Chou; it gives a special
perspective, We are, in the eyes of their beers, aluost hat-in—hand....There were times when
from the reporting the git, secmed ambivalent, Hehardlesg of what comes out of it or doesntt,
an uwore thun enough, fion ny poigt of Vview, already hag for it %o be an enormous success,

I think they have eben more contempt for us and what WS represent #lus a better under-
standing of hoy danergous we sre and can be, how stupid, and how Crazy the system that

that vomit up a Nizon, I em certain that at the very least Chou was reflecting a sincere
personal contempt in the lack of expression and other things, like 8pearation in walling,

that 1 have reported, Separately, we reached almest identieal conclusions, you saying on

the beginning of +the third day of the success, "they're going to get souething very substantial
and valuable to them 4if they haven't already gotton it " T thinic they had enough when Nixon
asked, and all the nuch sines then™as becn rich STov§te VERY wich!

I'11 o Ffarthur than you (folls Tushing in and a11 that) on "It doesn't have to be
Taiwan," I an aware of the mmber Of 10ck—stock~barrel—tank—ca1mon~last man desertions
- %o Liberation Arny (note every TV pof, I heard uscd these words) of Chiang's forces ag
fast as wa trained thern, as I am of at least a muber of Uhiang defecterg of high station,
The problem is not Chiang, I% ig the investors, us and the Japaense 2sps I rather suspect
that we will in time learn that the Japanese read the clicking of the Ping-pong balls ag
the tolling uf ciimes and have started to unload what they could, I an guarc of traditional
oriental raticnce, that they do not expeet anything overnight, I think the only real
hangup now is what Jou indicate else shere, Nixon's position, I think that can be skirted
without costing him umeh if anything, ut I think he ig to, stupid, Kissinger too Strangelovian
and, if anyxone else with imagination ig left, hetq nover be heard, A declaration that
Yaiwan hag alvays been part of Chine, metched with a delearation not +o shed blood *o retum
it could be bagad on the sayings of Chairnan Chiang, s eould even be offered lifetime
governorship,

I'm inclined to Part with you on VN s whether Le Dyc Tho is present op note Here Nixon
has to fearhis hawks and generals and Mao has to avpid any inference of interference in
any other ang ©Spe smaller country, Besides, I think Mao/Chou too wily not to realize that
Vi gettlement 18 meaninglegs with any remaining US bresence in area, if only fdect, not g
Ban oa land, Nixon cen's think of anyihing like that, Host I can conceive doclaration of
principles, and that could be mich, Like Horth Atlantic Charter, which would &ive the
stupid Bigon thosg great nanmes. Roosevelt and Churchill, to vote this year. Le Duc Tho's
Presence, higs leaving Puris, could have other meaning, if 4+ really haphened, I fear there
is a traditional and liugering lack o full trust in the poverful neighbor 4o “he north,

a fear thag Shey mwight bo sold out, and I don'+ think it possible, at least not likely,

WHat T call a statemont of Prineiples and Jou a regional settlement nay not be far
apart, Aside from ths chunges of the nuclear age, with which kx we have come to grips less
than anyore » @5 I have besn trying to get my young friend Howard, who has all my olf VN fikes,
to consider, very much of what Nixon has done is domestic, regardless of wherc he implemennts,
The budget, deficits, balance of trade and other clues are, I think, " the really important
ones, but US lecaders lack comprechengion of how to cope with these things and if they did
realize {he only meang Possible, they'd loge all rcal pelitical supnort, for it weans the
most radiesl change in the econony, with no real uses for the largest fadtoreg of the ultra-
rich (&%, 0B, ote,) Tnable o do anything hero, the pol lnoidns nhead looked east, where
he had $o Lo agyiay because of what's there,

If I indicated I feared Ching, would go for g vact agaonst USSR, I don't recall and don't
think I gver conceived 1t expe rt, Do3sibly, as a Nixon endeavor, and then he couldn't word
it that way. I am well avare that the ract stands and that not only has Chins pnot broken
the milotary allisnce, but the USSR has been careful not t0. Either can initiate a kove +o
Kiss and mgle up at almost any time but more important » 1t is a mitua] declaration, not
having been declared null, by b th, that they do and will stand together against others,



$
R
G

Not one oi“xﬁy rress friends or the‘younger cnes with wihom I infrequently discuss
thesematters is aware of this pact from what they say and roflect and not one comprchendg
the significance of neither side abrogating it despite the bittermess between them,

None of this is to say the Nizonisti would not conceive of cither trying or trying to
make 1t leok like a gecret deal of this kind was in the HWoTKSe

The recl bigh hangup is the need of capatalist economies for wore Werc it not for that,
there would be relatively Zitile problen today now that boith China and Russin are establised
as major powers with erough mclear zap, ac “Iina has now, save that it remains vuinersbla.
Were I %o have any hunch of an wnforecast worry, it would be Jupanesc Parencia, for they

‘have overfus: become oversich and overexpanded, with major political forces also forces of

evil and of the evil Pass. You don t mention then, but I fear they can be enflamed rather
Basily by <helr politicians to Visuslize a threat I do not fron the resurgont Uhihe whose
chaing have forever brokene They'll be looxing at Sinkiang, not the peonle who zo out and

‘clean the strects. And &lve back worm-out drycells they think nay yet have vaiue,

In goneral Jou are right in tallcing of a traditional cowiterbalance, Sut I fhink our
internal controls have dhifted and tha negotiators whe iutend to negotiate very little and
pretend very much are no longer the spokesman for the money-holders, Today it is military/
managenent, and that may alter it in a way I haven't tried to think through and don't know
if I really mou nough to try. I suspoet <Snat the plapboy Lictiernich (ho is aueng the
reasons L'1L be conding you soue LIFE's) bay sec it the way you say. Nizon can see 1t any
Wway he is told as long es he is also told Profit comes from it, I dann't think it is as much
his wisdom as he need that led hiu to make his bid with the older Chinese leaders still
alive, I {hink without this and despite what lic has reduced ia ¥ casualties, he'd be in
d...rx,. political straits, andg the country's economy is that Va¥e Full credit to hin. He
Can t any long arguc he inherited the war with his war budgets,

Where you tell me of the nuclear-age, revolutionary leaders and their consistency with
the methods of {he digtant Past you really fascinate Wenel saw Je's note boror reading
to this puint and enjoyed the Panda story so much L intermupted hor bookkeoping for a clicnt. -
te show, Gregt! Brilliant, really,

I was not aware that Service and Davies rcported Heo would have preferred us for zllies,
Waat was donc to them is then even more insane (\whom the Cods would destroy!),. Souctines
when you have the tirne, 1'd welcomo expansion on the "asbounding rapport in many ways" we
have with the Chincne, Unlogn you mcan that they are a noy fronticr and we or tho "older"
cowrtrics are closcst to ours. I think we have forgotten it in mous parts of the land and
in the control of every aspect of life. Reficct a bit and see if you think it iu fair to
say we drove Mao into Russig's arise L think that under any circumstances thare would hava
been a close relationship pelitically, despite Mao(s daring to be righ® abous toc~literal
invergretaticon ol tho dieties of the USSR, There could have been elogor ccomomis ties with
US, but I ‘hink “horo would have remained the Political bond with thc USS

Only if you got o details would I agree that it-is foolosh to predict what will como
of {lhis, I think that despite the banloruptey of Hixon and whatever sinisber devhee lurks
in Kisadingerts zind, this igc a major developuent in histroy. In its simplistic © ormilation,
China is the debutante on the world soclal scene and is recognizeds She has come. She is
established, But +hat is an over—ginplification, a recongdtion of the very mirimum, It
means her recognition as g major pover, an equal. I think it also neans the end of the
Xind of adventures on widch we alone lLave erbarlced in recent years iz othor land:, They
cali now be only dian Chdina's truf » -2d she will rot nov have o aceapt them, And won't,

Yois means problems for us, no theme I would not be unwil’ing fo boliove shat it can

mean the eud of wars as we have Imoun them, frcu the one we have yet {o know, nuclear, to
comter-revolutionmy, If this eventuates, thom it 1o verhaps one of the most significant
developments of all hiatry, They'l) be talding eredit for Hixzon for it here, but it will be
less his due than Dullest, ir I may be obscure as I have +o come to thox end of soncthing

T : 3 - s
-~ 72 enjoyed, We vepeated the sane mistoke we made with revolutionary Russia and forced
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both into a degree of uniity and self—s.mffi'ci ney that would otherwise have becn more
difficult, whether or not inevitable, +% is « helpful to have an enemy around whom your
own enemies can rally with you.

1‘00 bad about the +hite's. Once they opd wealth and fame, they arc different and
vefore long they ars like the angel who can't go Lome. Ue has become his owm popes I
think you'd have found that bit of TV entertaining and a bit painful, knowing what he
could have becn, There are fow Snows, and few can travel that raod with as little privation
as he (he is also ddressed in he Fi8s)e e is, in fact, just about unique in the success
of hds survival., wost othecs bave a problem just surviving in any forn enshling the
presebvation of integrity.

On the WIC docuwentary® if you ask too late, I do have ite If you will in the future
write soout this period and its meanings, L think the other oune of which £ wrotc,
Ligunderstanding China, would be worth having, I think it was CBS. Hse orfice addreas
and L bet they zerox last copies if neccssary!

Hothinks you must have your own futures Tiles. Wiy nov b plece you thdik Yairbanks
woilld do so well? I think that despite the greater detailed kiowledge an historian and
scholaxr might have, the piece could be more effective done by a first-persaning jouwrnslist.

e I'm told *that there is a trend toward commcreial vreierence for the first person in none
fiction. This i3 but - begimning. There will be uany rusidng i and retailing vicarious
worke By The time youdre ready for it, there will be a markcet of rospectability.

I went through the package §rour efficient post office starting caneelling stamps
carsfully avout 2 wonths ago!) to retwn what Je asked be reburued promptiye L'il 80 over
vhe rest as changes in pace or in between times. I've stils not decided hov to couplete the
epilogue on widch I've been worikdng snd I'd best got back %o Shate If I face surgery after
consultaticin Wednesday (and I can't imagibe it's being seriocus if even necessary) and if it
is not imediate, es I think after tw months it would not likely be, I'd rather have the
writing done 3o that while it is hwaling I can use the one hand to edite, By my god, if 1
have o write xpext adds, poor Lil! The book is a nonsters But dyuamitce I hope to contiaue
the surgery I have started, this time on Mershall, Latiimer and Graham, who I'11l treat
relatively lightly, as & utersil, China kind-no pun. Not Chinese China, bedroom china.

I noted your com.ent "poor Vawter" while goiay through wiel you sent. Wlen Graham
had been promised access through any pathe. he sejected and so told me before battiner saw
aiything, vhy so selective in your expressions of soliciltude? Bui as you may have imagined,
Vawter has been silent. And the regulotion I told ilduw he didn't know, the one that controls
him, weguives that he forward is decision as an appeal so that, i¥ it bocomes uccessary
aad he is sllent, I can fly to the cloegest fedewval courts

o

, e ks agadns for all of Je's trouble aud for your Talclug this {tioe I ko you really
soit T huve. 1 1is also geod for me 4o zet :muwbure viows on anytldng, AlL our current friends
are young, with the intolerance snd positivencss of all youg ever, and im.aaturs despite
tholr inbelligence. Thosc we loaow of our age are uwithout pelitical understanding or intereste
There is virtually no progressive intercst ol iy kind in this area, not even among the

feu pouccnikse and witle I've been winding this up, I've given Lil your lotter to rcad before

\ Fes

< put it awsy and we forget it in hor major preocoupations as a temparary breadwviuner.

o B vay, your ref to Je's taping and gy kuowledge thet she trensfidibes: T was glven
a noi=-tou-olu diciabelt machihe, nasbter and louve. They both woerl: but they need going over,
I ocan't nouw and can's expect e be able to pay fov the bolts. Bubt +this worlks backweard and
Lorvard and there is no wkip when you stope I'm surs overbaw’ would cost 1i44lc and I'd be
hapoy if you could be interested. It can't be over sis usars old snd hasn't been uszed
for three, "nless the fricnd wao Lought it was conned by the deuler, But oven 1t if is
oddewr, - think it would Lo a real toavenisnce in trunscri¥ing., Lou couild still tape on
reels and then you could dub on belts wha’ Jou want to transcribe, Best regards,
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22 February 1972

Dear Harold:

This is to assure you that we're still here, merely
swamped. Your mailings of Feb. 3,4, 9, 12, 15 and 18 all at
hand, and some of the things you asked to have returned will be
enclosed, If not all, some later, In any cage this is not an
attempt to asws@x answer much of it, but merely to take care of
the most immediate items.,

Very¥ little was carried out here on Rayds second
attempt, but enough to give us the idea that either the whole
preposterous thing had been fabricated or that he had been tricked
into ¥& something so tokally against his interests. Your last
enclosures throw much light on this, even though you yourself
had few details to go on. We enclose copies of the little we
have been able to pick up locally on it, and will send anything
further, Your letters to him and to the warden were wondefful.

If anything can save this situation, they will.

Since we first heard of Ed Snow's illness, on the 5th,
we have been greatly depressed. Mostly because he could not
savor what is going on in Peking, but also because he meant a
great deal to both of us for very personal reasons. But we do
feel that even when he became seriously ill last fall he must
have known quite clearly what was going to happen, and even though
he was the most modest person in the world he must have known
that if he had not done what only he could do it might never
have happened for am many more years or without a holocaust.

I was able to see part of theagsiﬁﬁl scene @M at
Peking on television, and here at home Jenifer was taping
the puzzled commehts of radio and TV correspondents who were
baffled by the cool and correct rasmb®@n reception. Did
you notice the stony faces of some of the generals at the end of
the recption line ? And a nice note that gave me much pleasure:
the honor guard was composed entirely of northern boys, tall
guys who are so well proportioned you ¢gon't notice their height
until a man of ordinary statufe like Nixon walks in front of
them., How many times in the past have I gseen the Marines
assemble their tallest for the guard to honor a visiting Chinese
general,

Nixon is now beginning his third day in Peking, and
in spite of the gaffes he and Pretty Pat have pulled here and
there we begin to get the feeling that something big is in the
works. kmembigxwmmis Probably won't all come out right away,
but the promptness with which Mao saw him and the subsequent
opening of the floodgates of publicity for domestic consumption
indicate the Chinese know they're going to get something very
substantial and valuable to them if they haven't already got it.

It dAoesn't necessarily have to be Taiwan -- Chiang
already has signalled that, as he has done twice in the past, he
is ready to dicker and go along in some kind of a coalition., Nor
does it have tom be Vietmam. (In spite of the protestations by
both sides that thgy're not going to settle Vietnam, the report
that Le Duc Tho is supposed to have afrived the day before Nixon

from Paris could be of great importance.)



- -

Our guesswould be that something much bigger is in the
works, some kind of a beginning toward an overall regional
settlement, none of which can be spelled out immediately but
which will have the farthest-reaching implications. I do not
think the Chinese would goifnﬁ”much less., They certainly would
not go for what you are worried about -- an alliance against
Russia. They are still dedicated Commmists and in spite of
their mim fierce independence would never fall into the trap
of undermining socialist unity in any serious way or risking
their leadership of the underdeveloped nations and the third
world, In spite of the fact that they now are more worried .
about a Soviet pre-emptive strike than anything else, they
would never jeopardize seriously their ace card -- their
mutual aid treaty with Russia which does not expire until
1980. They may seem to, but never in reality.

This does not mean they do not fully yunderstadd how
much room to maneuver they now enjoy, now that the United
States needs them again for their historic role of a counter-
balance both to Japan and Russia from the American standpoint.
Add to this Nixon's campgi eeds, and you begin to glimpse
the bargaining power they have been able to bring against
Kissinger and Nixon. Whether these worthies realize fuld}y
what they are up against is another and in the long run
irrelevant wWhemx question.

History will show that Nixon was wise, probably for the
wrong reasons, as usual, to make his bid with Mao and Chou
instead of waiting until their successors take over. These
two have earned through bloody experience, if anyome ever has,
the right to speak and bargain for their country. They are
true originals, yet classic Chinese statesmen as well as
consumate politicians, George Marshall called Chou the
ablest negotiator he had ever met. Mao understands his people
better than anyone since the founders of the Ming Dymasty.

Their willingness to deal with a fink like Nixon -- and Chou
made it plain he knows Nixon is a fink when he tossed off that
remark about hostility "for reasons which are well known" —-

is not merely the traditional Chinese willingness to deal with
the barbarian ruler who comes seeking a deal. The promptness of
their response after Nixon had his little chat with Mao can mean
only they know they've got him where they want him and have
decided to go through with something they think is much to

their benefit. They are acting exactly like the Mings, as

a matter of fact, and the marvelous thing is that it is working
in a nuclear age. Their image of China is that of a great,
powerful and peaceful nation which reasons with its barbarian
neighbors and if necessary knocks their heads to>gether in order to
assure peace in the world, The fact that these plans have gang
aft agley in the past does not impress them. Whose plans don't?
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Someone like John Fairbank could write a hell of an arficle
on the Ming pattern in Nixon's reception. Even an illiterate
like myself can see familiar xmmx parallels. For instance,
the minute it became known here last week that two musk oxen Své&
were being readied as a gift to China, I would have bet anything —
that this meant two Pandas would be forthcoming. If there is
anything more powerful in Chinese tradition thah hospitality,
it is the etiquétte of gift-givinge and exchange. Never less
than the gift proferred, certainly, unless an insult is
intended, and never too much more lest the original giver
be made to lose face. The Mings paractically impoverished
themselves toward the last, trying To keep all their
satellites happy. A Jesuit named Father Matteo Ricci wrote
a highly illuminating journal about all this toward the end of
the 15th century.

Faarbank and others understand that the People's Republic
is the first truly sovereign Chinese government since the
Mings were toppled in 1644, They followed the alien Mongols
and were sudceeded by more aliens, the Manchus. The Nationalist
government which was formed after the Manchus were overthrown
were merely a continuation of the foreign domination which
brought about the Manchu dommfall. That is all ended again.
China is being ruled by Chinese again, and this is the central
fact.

Service and Davies have made it clear that Mao's first
choice of an ally was, like Sun Yat-sen's before him -- the
United States; powerful, remote, yet with an astounding
rapport in many ways with the Chinese. We made the mistake
of driving Mao into the arms of Russia just as we had done
with Sun fat-sen; it is in the Chinese tradition to
pursue their own best interests in the long run, merely
pointing out courtelously that there has been a slight delay
"for reasons which are well known,"

It would be foolish to predict what may come out of all
this, but I will be foolish and say I wouldd't be surprised to
see some sort of framework which eventually could include
both Russia and Japan. The “hinese, all things considered,
have as much or more reason than anyone to mean it when they
say they want peace.

Re Ted White: toopad he seems to have become an 0ld China
Hand in the worst senese of the word. He and Annalee Jacoby
wrote "Thunder Out of China" in 1947, an escellent account of
the Kx.nn!x-Kuomintang corruption which led to the Communist
victory. I haven't seen him since he first arrived in China
in 1936. Brash, then, but well trained, by Fairbank.

Many thanks for letting us know about the NBC documentary.
We may send for it. We too find a swing backitoward objectivity
in the news, but haven't seen enough yet to try to assess it.
The NBC thing sounds better than any we have encountered thus
=® far, and you may be right, someo may have passed the word.
Let's hope it keeps up. .

More later, and all the best, / jaw

/



" He did, ekchully. The night
we heard the musk oxen were to be sent
(17 Peb) I asked, How come musk oxen?

1 Answer from Fount of All Wisdom:
‘Because - pandas.

| Yesterday (21 Feb) the news
"~ caught up with FoAW.




