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Findlng Specter's - the @ommission's - skelestons did not reguire
ovening all the official graves. Indedd, the budk alone makes this im-
pogslible. The files are estimated to total 300 cublec feet. In files,
where millions of words can be contained In a single cubic foot, the total

(W t(’l-.;,’m’l'—
ig enormous, incalculable. The™ tmhmppy is that, onee one learns to

2
sklp around the extensive junk, the trivia and the great volume of the
irrelevant, it is almost impossible not to stub an investigative toe on a
promising stone.

When there 1s a murdey, the autopsy and the medical evidence aré,

of course, essential evidence.

Harwood preferred to beliesve there was nothing wrong with the autops;
He told me this, clting by way of proof what he elected to omit from his
sbory, that”the White Hous;ztﬁneaning in this case the advisors of the
late Presidené}, had invlted the Fost te have an observer at the autopsy.
Wky should the "White House" have Iinvited the Post to have an observer at
the autopay if there were to be wrongdoing bhere?

What Harwood was implylng is what nobody ever sugpested, that the
late Presldent's staff was In some way involved in his murder or its
coverup. Certainly none of these officlals ever dreamed the aut opsy would
be a farce. However, had Harwood merely phoned the District of Columbla
morgues, as I did, he would have learned that 1ts of ficials would not have
been satlsfied with that kind of inguest when investigating the murder of
a skld row bum, let alone that of a President.

Harwood also falled to note the presence, iIn the officisal party at
BethesdaglNaval Hospitg/of hies boss, Managing Editor Benjamin Bradlee.

Only because he failed to look into it did Harwood not learn that
a "White House" invitatlon was valueless, that those present at the actual

ot
autopsy were limited to military medical personnel, except for theqSecret



151
Service and FBI agent;JPPeﬁeﬂt, the former apnarently bto keep an eye on
the corpse and the latter to eye them.

This, in the files, leads inevitably to Zpecter, what he knew,
what he knew and Kppt out of the record that, as the Commisidon's lawyer
in charge, he was respongible for, and the alleged bagis of the FBI's
above-quoted reports.

What one fhds here ig contrafictory to what Specter adduced and to
the Report, those parts of which Specter presumably drafted for Commission
signature.

The reports of FBI Baltimore Offilce Agents James W. Sibert and
Francis X. 0'Nelll were not printed when the Commission had 26 %tery large
volumes it devoted to what, lacking any appropriate designationk has been
termed "evidence". ©Not in the estlmated 10,000,000 words was there space
for these accounts of who was present at the autopsy and what was observed
there, before and durlng the examlnation. The&eports are in the Com-
mission's fifth file,

From the wfflcizl record built by Specter, one would gather that
only these agents and Aubopsy Surgeons Jarmes J. Humes armd J. Thornton
Boswell of the WNavy and Pierre Finck of the Army were presert. This is
false. Aslide from those who entered on various missions, thtﬁgeen others
were there, Sibert and 0'Neill, who can be excused their misspelling of

,qq names,| 1lst these others with the introduction, "The following individuals
attenddd the Autopsy":
o x
ngﬁﬁ' *u*f}} "Adm., C. B. HOLLOWAY, U. S. Navy, Commanding Officer
v

W
v
TO of the U. S. Naval Medical Center, Bethesda;

uv
G\"‘ t J\\\f N _ .
\ E Adm. BERELEY, U. S. Navy, the President's personal
v 4 W
W S\ physician;
& By Commander JAMIS J. HUMES, Chief Pathologist, Bethesda

Naval Hospital, who conducted autopsyf
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'fﬂ Ho alvisad tkat he had already received instructions from
| “ipinti= FOWLEY ea to the presence of Bureau agents, It
Wty b onetel that aforementicrned Bureau agents, Mr. ROY
S T LETHAN, M, WILLIAM GREER arl Me, WILLIAM C'LEAZY, Secretbt
b Ueites cgents,. were the only pergonnel other than meciical
i cersonnel present during tne autopsy.
.,_4‘\} N
T aofoilowlng lndividuals attended the autopey:
o
‘:ﬁ ,3; Adm. €. B. HOLLOWAYZ, U. 3. Navy, Commanding Officer
i of the U, S, Naval Medical Center, Betheada;
Adm. BERKLEY, U, 8, Navy, the Fresident's personal
physician; o
Commandar JAMZES J. HUMES, Chief Pathologist, Bethesda
tiaval Hoopital, who conducted autopsy;

Capt. JAMES H., STOMER, JR., Commanding Officer, U, S.
Naival Medical School, Betheada; .

Mo, JOEN T. STRINGER, JR,, Medical photographar;

cillLE il, TPIRSCLR;

LLOWT L. RAIHS;

~

J e T g BOZWELL ¢

J. 3. RUDNICKI;
PAUT, K. O'CCNNOR;
J. C. JENKINS;
JERROL P, CRESTER;

LDWARD F. REED;

A _JAMES MEZTTLER.

qun—
' ~uring the course of the autopsy, Lt. Col. P. FINCK, U. 8.
Ty Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, arrived to asaist
o emYader HUMCS 4n tas autopay. In addition, Lt. Cmdr.
P i enn53 aad Captailn DAVID QSBORNE, Chief of Surgery,
L terad the adtopdy room.

AwNwx s X

A s

il
1? “,t e eaeral. WSHLE, Commanding Officer of U. 8. Militery
To.lsdet, Washinguan, D.C., enterod the sutopsy rocm to

secortein  frem She Sespret Sepvic) errangenentis gonterming the
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"Capt. JAMES H. STONER, JR., Commanding Officer, U. S.
Naval Medical School, Bethesdaj;

Mr. JOEV T, STRINGER, JR., Medical photographer;
JAVMES H. EBERSOIE;

LIOYD E. RAIHS;

J. TO BOZWELL; Li%, ask about thia

J. G. RUDWNICKI;

PAUL, XK. D'CONNOR :

J. C. JENEIWS;

JERROL ¥, CRESTER;

EDWARD F. REED;

/ JAMES METZLER."

" Cdr. Gregg Cross and Captain David O?borne, Chief of Surgery"; "Major

General Wehle, Commanding Office of the U.S. Military District, Washington,

P
——r

D.C."; "AMC Chester H. Boyers, UsS.Navy... to type recéipts given by FBI
—_— e

and Secret Service for items obtalned" (and do not look for these receipts

or the iltemizations, for they are subppressed from the Report and the mrinte:

evidence); these four employees of Gawler's funeral home, "John Van Hgéggg,

—meeE T
T

Edwin Stroble, Thomas Robinson and Mr. Hagen"; "Brigadier General Godfrey
e ol = ==

" ——

Mbﬁ&%@, Air Force Alde to the President, was also present, as was Dr.
George Bakeman, U. S. Mavy".

From this, once it 1ls dredged from the offlcial swamp of the sup-
Pressed documents, we know that there were not fewer than 23 additional
witnesses at the autopsy.

There remained, after Specter finished adduclng testimony, the most

basiec questions about the aubtopsy, unresolved conflécts and s consideratble
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TRratmEnta wemw mads .. for the perTormarce of the aut:piy

e . ibe U, 5, Navy and Secret Service.

T Treafdwnt's body was remtved from the casket i which Lo
j P ren tranaporsed snd was placed om the aytopsy tauls, av
fnn vime wne conplete body was wrspped in a 3nset and tha
ConEwt wortaaned Brogleitional wrapping whlch wae sasuociad
votnoileed. Follusing the reaovs] of the wrapping, Lt was
§O0RIILLNSA ThAt the sident ' clotnlng had tasn removad
Lt wat elgo eppzvent that & trachestomy had bean performed
troeLl me rurgery of the hawd arse, nevely, in the top o
weo®auil. ALl peracnnel with the sxception of m:dical
07fjcers nesded in the takihg of photﬁnphu and X-Rays wers
saguanted to leave the autopay rooz remain in an adfacent
o

Upor. ccaplietion of x-l.r ard photographe, the first incisisn
Gl snr made at B.15 p.m. ~Ray? of the brain arsa which were

L cevrliped and returred to the autopsy room disolosed a path
i 7w misalle wnich appearsd to enter thoe bask of ths sicull
et the path of the disintegrated fragments sould be cbservad
“awng tne Tight elds ef the siell. The largest section of
“hiw mignlile as portrayed by X-Ray appeared to be behird ‘he
Supmt frenal elmas,  The next 1anga:: fragment apnaar=d4 oo

o

LR

st the WALl Al tha | Unetuda of 4ha el Dome
g 2 LBT mAvVised o ccoateataely U0 parlle L 0 ool

eroetet balle b and pradzea Srditeated that Blo piofectiys
ST mmeT laed Wlide peasin thirough the skuil pegiirn,
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number of them glossed over. There remained unasked yuestions and unsought

answers, both without justification or excuse.
Mealilonn
But not one of these 2% ,men, almost all with medical backgrounds and
T

competences, was called as a wltness.

There remained the official confusion about the locatlon of the non=-
fatal injury in the rear of the President's body. Here were 23 more ex-
perts who could have provided enlightenment and answers.

They werssnot salled, the answers not sought.

This does not encourage bellef that they would have testified In
conaonance with the official account, that this was a neck wound. Wor
does it suggest that the omlssion of the pilctures and X-rays of the
autopsy 1s only in deference to the feelings of the survivors. They were
expunged from the record, w%ﬁrg’hs in any tank-town legal proceeding they
would have been requiredfw“%iig; the "best evidence" of the autopsy, could
have been in evidence and examined but not published.

In his testimony, oOr. Humes said that although it was "redundant",
he did not really know that a tracheotomy had been performed in Dallas and
that he phoned Dr. Perry the morning of November 23 - not the nlight of
November 22 while he was conducting the autopsy emamination~ to find out
(WHITEWASH 180).

Sibert and 0'Neill also were never called as witnesses. If theré
was no other reason for it - and there were many, all of which could have
made the offlclal verdict more difficult, if not 1lmpossible, to render =
this language, from the third page of their revort, had to be suppressed
or the question of perjury had to be faced:

"Following the removal of the wrapping (of the President's body),
it was ascertalned thsﬁ;; tracheotomy had been performed, as well as

surgery of the head area, namely, in the top of the skull",
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The question of thia "surgery of thghead area", nowhere mentioned
in the teatimeony, may remain a mystery. It is not a mystery that these
agents, unable to spell proper names, knew that "a tracheotomy had been
performed". That, and the correct spelling of the uncommon medical term,
they could have learned only from the doctar s.

Harwood's scurces In the Department of Justice palmed off on him,
and he and the Post accepted, a false explanation of the discrepanciles be-
tween the FBI reports of December 9 and January 13 and thée autopsy protocol,
They blamed it on the absence of the FBI agents from the autopsy room and
called what was accurately reported and observed "hearsay". This iz the
gource of the still-asccepted fiction.

The "first incision" of the autopsy was made at 8:15. The phone
call reporting the finding of the whole bullet was made at 9:00 p.m. But
it was not until "the latter stages of the Autopsy" that "Dr. Humes located
an opening which appeared to be a bullet hole which was below ?i; shoulders
and two inches to the right of the middle line of the spinal column. This
opening was probed by Dr. HUMES wlith the finger, at which time it was de-
termined that the trajectory of the miisile entering at this point had
entered at a dewnward position of 45 to 60 degrees. Further probing

that 4. -
determined/ak this distance travelled by this missile was a short distance
inasmuch as the end of the opening could be felt with the finger. Inasmuch
waa2s,no bullet could be located in the back or any other area of the body
«esand inspection revealing there was no polnt of exit, the individuals
performing the asutopsy were at a logs to explain why they could find no
bullets."

After the agents told Humes of the finding of a bullet at the :
hospital, he "advised" thst "1tngﬂﬁBn*iPBlyuPﬂﬁﬂih;&mth&tvsincéiggééi;c

massage had been performed at Parkland Hospital, it was entirely possible
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Turing the autopasy inspection of the area cf the brain,

two fragments of motal were removed by Dr. HUMES, namely,

cne fragment measuring 7 x 2 millimeters, which was removed
from the right side of the dbrain. An additional fregment of
mztal moasuring 1 x 3 millimetors was aleo removed from this
area, both of which ware placed in a glass gar sontaining a )
black metal t°€ which ware Sharaalter maried for identification
and following the nig:ins of a proper receipt were trarsported
by Bursau egents to ths FBI Laboratory. ,

During the latter stages of this autopsy, Dr. HUMES locatsd
an opening which eppearsd o be & dullat hole which was dalow
the shouldere and two inches to the right of. the middle line
of the spinal column, _

This opening was probed by Dr. HUMES with the finger, at which
time 1t was determined that the trijectory of the missile
entering at this point had entered at a Jdownward position of

U5 to 60 degreces. Further probing determined that the distence
travelled by this missile was a short distirce inasmuch as the
end of the opening could be 131t with tha finger.

Inrsmuch as no complete bullet of any size could be located in
tne braln area and lilewise no bullet could be lccated in ths
bacic or any other area of the body as determined by total

bedy X-Rays and inspection revealing there was no point of
exit, the individuals performing the autopzy were at a loso

to explain why they could find no bullasts.

A call was made by Bureau agents to the Firearms Ssction of

the F3I Laboratory, at wnich time SA CHARLES L. XKILLION advisaed
that the Laboratory had recsived through Sscret Servics

Agent RICHARD JOHNSON a bullet which had reportedly bean found
on n stretcher in the emergency room of Parkland Hospital,
Pallias, Texas, This atretcher had also contained a stethescope
and pair of rubbar gloval. Agont JOHNSON had advised the
lLaboratory that 1t had not becn ascertained whether or not

this was the stretcher whioh had besn used to transport the
body of Presideont KENNEDY. Agent FILLION further dsscribaed
thiie tullet as parteining to & 6.5 millimeter rifle which ,
would be approximately 2 25 caliber rifle and that thic dullet
conolsted of a ocoppsr alloy full jasket,

Imnmediately following receipt of this information, thia was

made available to Dr. HUMES who advised that in his opinion
thip accounted for no bullet being located which had entered

204
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that through such movement the bullet had worked 1ts way back out;fhe point
of e?try..." From this, "Dr. HUMES stated that the pattern was clear that
the;%hllet had entered the Presldent's back and had worked its way out of
the body durling external cardlac massage..."

Fractured as this FBI syntax is, it does not stand alone. Other
dacuments to be cited and what I have already printed (especlally in
WHITEWASH, "The Doctors and the Autopsy", particularly 185); and WHITEWASH
II, "Strange Inguest") are corroborative. It is not really addressed ixm
by the official explanations the press prefers to accept, and it does dis-
prove the official explanation of the murder. It is gbundantly sub-
stantlated by the testimony of Secret Service Agents Roy E. Kellerman and
William R, Greer (Specter took no swarn testimony from Sibert and O'WNelll
although he did Interview them, very briefly).

It is not hearsay, but is the personal observation of the agents,
confirmed in detail by those others present who were called as witnesses.
It cannet he dismissed, as the FBI persuaded Harwood, the Washington Post

and those who have since retalled 1t, by the false ststement that the

agents were out of the room making a phone call. It 1s, in fact, the con-

clusion thst followed that phone call., Because the agents wers present

throughout the proceedings, from before the arrival of the corpse until the
body left at almost L a.m., there was no part of the autopsy they did not
observe and ask questions about.

The angle of the wound was never comrented on by those of ficials
sesking to persuade that the agents were wrong. There is, therefore,
nothing to dispute this "5 to 60 degrees" angle of entry, which would
eliminate the possibility that the same bullet caused any of Connally's
wounds as 1t would make impossible the causing of the President's front
neck wound by the same projectile. This alone can explain its strange

omission in the FBI report, If this bullet did not account for it, that
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the back region and that’iince extarnal cardiac massage had
been performed at Parklend Hospital, 1% was entiraly posoible
that through such movsmant the bullst had worked 1%2 yway
back out of tha point of antr{/snd had fellen on the
atretcher,

"Also during the latter stages of the autopsy, a piece of the

slcull measuring 10 x G.5 centimeters was brought to Dr, HUMES
who was instructed that this had been removed from the Presi-
dent's skull. Immediately this section of skull was X-Rayed,
at which time 1%t »as detevmined by Dr. HUMES that one cormer
of this section revealsd miruts metal partlcles and inspection
of this same a=sa disoclosed & chipping of the top portion

of this pleos, both of which indicated that this had been

the point of axit of’ the bullet entering the" skull region.

On the basis of the latter two devslopments, Dr. HUMES

stated thet the pattern wee elsar that the one bullet had
entered the President’'s back and had worked its way out of the
body during external sardias maszage and that a second high
velocity bullst had entersd the rear of the akull and had
fragmentized prior to axit through the top of the elull.

He further pointed out that X-Rays hai disclogsed numarous
fractures in the eranial arsa which he attributed te the

force generated ®y tha iupaat of ths bullat in 1ts PaB3AgS
through the brain ares, Ho attriduted the death of the President
to a yunshot wound in the head.

The folleowing 1o & ssmplato L&n&an% 68 phetegraphs and X-Rays
taksn by tha medical cuthoritics ¢f the Prosident's body.,

They wers turned over to Mr. NOY NELLERMAN of tho Ssored
Sarvice. X-Raye wore daveloped by the hospital, howaver,

the photographs ware deiivered to Ssexat Service undevelopad:

1l X-Rays

22 4 x 5 color shotographs

18 4 x 5 black and white photographa

1 roll of 120 film containlng five exXposurses

Mr. KELLERMAN stated these itenms ocould ba mada available

to the FBI upon request. The portion of the alanl measuring
10 x 6.5 centimeters was maintained in the custody of Dr. :
EUMES who stated that 1t also could be made available for
further examination. The two metal fragments removed from
the brain area were hand carried by SAs SIBERT and Q'NEILL

to the FDI Laboratorg immedintaly following the autopsy and
were tumed over te SA KURT FHAZIER, -

Qe
Chd
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meant another tullet - and another assassin. If this evidence ls wrong,
1t was Specter's resvonsibillity to bring it up and nrove it wrong. It was
not his responalblility to ignore ard try to bury it, which is what happened.
If the dochors performed any examination that 1n any way refuted

this observation, it is unrevorted.

Alsc ignored by the official and unofficial apologists - and
abundantly gubstantiated elsewhere - is the location of thls wound - not

in the Ezgfubut "below the shoulders armd two inches to the right of the
midline of the splnal column". Thls, too, was personal ocbeervation, not
"hearsay". And this required no medieal degress for competent obwervation
and understanding. Were 1t true that the agents were out of the autopsy
room part of the time and that some of what they reportsd was "hearsay"
(which, in every other case, the Commission found acceptable evidence), it
was not hearsay when they saw the wound and 1ts location.

Specter's suppression of this evidence amd hizs failure to call these
agents - or any of ths other 23 competent witnesres not called - leaves thi:
FBI report inbtact, its evidence muted but viable, and mazxk raises the
obvious questlons about the alleged fact of the autopsy that 1s nsither

L3

factual nor senaible and about the integrity of everyone involved -ﬂﬁho
fi

I $1 9 ,v.l.", (.
participated or:knew and was silent.

(It is this sort of behavior that makes particularly agppropriate

the title of Sylvia leagher's book,”Aegﬂiierl?s after the Fact.)

Thls suppression, of the witnesses and the report, in itself is
enough to warrant doubt about the official proceedings, of the Commigsicn
and of the autopsy.

As we shall see, it need not stand by ltself.

This Sibert-0'Neill report also punctures the FBI ballbon that the

h
autopay data was withéld from it until after it made lts December 9 report.
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After #the*complete 1listing of photographs and E-rays taken", 11 X-rays,
22 Lx5 color photographs, 18 4x5 black and white photographs asd 1 roll
of 120 film contalning five expnosures", the report states, "Mr. Kellerman
stated these 1tems could be made avallable to the FBI upon renuesé."

So, if the 7BI, which was, at the time of 1ts December 9 summary
revort, in charge of the investigation of the President's murdsr, did not
have the autopsy evidence, it 1s not an explanation of excusable errcr but
a self-indictment warranting something other than the officlal and journal-
istic silence of assent.

This FBI report, as well as the too-many other related documents,
indlets everyone involved, the Commission and its staff, the inwestigative
agencies and the complacent, convenientlypblind and mute press. HMuch more
does lt indict the FBI, which rendered "definitive" reports in which the
assassination is minor and a tissue~thin, prosecution case against Oswald
is major.

To account for the assassination - its entire description - on the

first of the three brief pages in the December 9 revort is thls paragraph:
EKmk Lil, use the photocopy

From page 18 of this szare document, where the evidence against
Oswald is being mustered:

Lil, use the photocopy
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;{}ff When the flimsy excuse that the FBI had not se-n the autopsy
i evidence - on January 23, 1964, after there was a record of FBI possession
of a copy of the autopsy protocol - Hoover included this language in his

sunplementary report:

kx&% Lil, use photocopy

If there ls no solace in the FBI's reporting of the fact of the
assassination or its solution, may we not take comfort from the reatness of
its packages, the wide margins to the large typing and the beautiful
plastic bindings?

Before these reports were drafted, the FBI knew what the Dallas
police "general offense report" sald of the crime as it related to Governor
Connally. It also kmew that this was utterly destructive of its own
account as it would be of the Commission's. That wo.ld sesk to make the
FBI's unacceptable one more acceptable, to preserve s basis, no matter how
tenuous, for calling Oswald the lore assassin. Here are the appropikiate
sentences of that "general offense report":

"Mr, Connally sustained a gunshot wound with the point of entry
located in the posterior of the right shoulder, ranging downward
thru the chest, exiting on the rightchest just below right nipole.
The bullet continued, striking the right wrist, palmside, exiting
2 inches from the wrist jolnt. A fragment continued, entered the

EZC\ interior portlon of the left thigh causing a flesh wound.,"
QL—’) There can be no doubt of the police source. It had to be the doctors
This, for example, is exactly the medical explanation offered by ur. Robert

R. Shaw when Arlen Specter took his deposition in Dallas on March 3, 19éh
(6HB3fF )2
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"Dr. SHAWT I have always felt that the wounds of Governor Connally could

be explained by the passnoge of one missile through his chest, striking
his wrlst and a fragment of 1t going on into his left thigh. I had never
entertained the idea that he had been struck by a secord missile.

Mr. SPECTER. Well, focusing for just a minute on the limited question of
the physical characteristics of the wounds on the wrist, iﬁ/éou had that
and nothing more In this case to go on, what would your opinion be as to
which point was entry and which point was exit?

Dr. SHAW. Ordinarily, we usually find the wound of entrance 1is smaller
than the wound of exlt. In the @overnor's wound on the wrist, however,
if the wound on the dorsum of the wrist is the wound of entrance, and
this large missile passed directly through his radius, I'm not clear as
to why there was not a larger wound of exlit than therc was.

Mr. SPECTER. You mean on the volar aspect?

Dr. SHAW, Yes; If a whole bullet hit here ----" (6H91)

Specter had little Interest in DUr., Shaw's competent medical opinion
that there was no "single-bullet theory"g(which Specter was then developing),
that the Governor's thigh wound was caused by a fragment, not a whole bullei
He had no more Interest a month later, when he wuestioned this same Dr.
Shaw about the same evidence before the Commission, (In that strange way of
the Commission, this April 21 testimony, taken a month later, ls printed
two volumes earlieququOIfﬂJ}'Specter ignored it.

When it was hls responsibility to present the medical evidence to
the members of the Commission for thelr cons ideration and assessment, 1t
was essential for them to know, as Dr, Shaw had already told him under oath,

that he beslieved 1t had been caused "by a fragment" of the bullet "going

inte his left thigh". Dr. Shaw, plainly, aborted the sirge-bullet theory
dﬁring gestation. By lgnoring Ur. Shawls testimony, Specter willed his

stlllborn baby into existence and had the birth certificate signed by the

members of the Commission
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There can be no doubt that Specéer knew of this medical opinicon that
rendered his theory invallid, as there can be none that he should have known
of the police "general offense report" saying exactly the same thing. That
was his job, his functlion and responslblllty. Here again the solution was
not confronting evidence but suppressing it. That police report 1s not in
the Commission's Report nor, to the best of my recollection, in any of the
10,000,000 words In 1ts 26 prihted volumes.

o
There is more tht Specter kemew and that he should have known about
¢ 3

dogrnt P

the autopsy and,the knowledge of the ¥BI and its agentshof the autopsy and
its examination. 1In the Commission's fifth flle, folio 149 is headed
"RESULTS OF AUTOPSY OF JOHN F. KENNEDY". Rightly ar wrongly, it says not

wd ot

~that the FBI agents reported but that the "autopsy revealed one bullet hole

located just below shoulderses."

We can take comfort from nelther the possibility of the FBI's error
nor the fact that,%k right or wrong, it was suppressed from the evidence -
left to plague the future elther way. That the FBI would or could make
such a gross error when investigating and reporting the murder of a Fresi-
dent - if it is error - is am unacceptable as 1ts perpetuation by Arlen
Specter and others on the Commisslon staff who could and should have ralsed
and answered the question when 1t was their solemn responsibility to do
Just that,

The concluding sentence presents another and squally inexcusable
perplexity: "The above Informatlon was recelved by communicatlon from the
Baltimore office, dated November 23, 1963".

Written by the Dallas of fice, this clearly and unequivocally says

that there was a "communicatlon" that was 'Ba&&8% "dated" the day after the

agsassination; a communication, not a verbal message, dated the earliest 1t
could have been, for Sibert and 0'Nelill were at Naval Hospital until about

L:00 a.m. that day, November 23,
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RESULTS OF AUTOPSY ON JUHN F. KRENNEDY

On Novamber 23, 13€3, an autopay was performed oun Loe
- ul! former Presideat JOHN F. KENNEDY at the National Naval
miilual Centar, Bethasda, Maryland, A total body X-ray und
Latopey ruvealed ona bullet hole located just below shoulders
to right of spinal column and hand-probing iodicated trajectory
a. angle of 45 to 6U deyrees downward and hole of short dopth
with no point of exit. No bullet located in body.

A second bullet entered back of head and thereeftrer -
sw=mindl through top of skull, Two metal fragments removed froo
vcwin wree, the firet 7 x 2 millimetera and the other 3 Ly 1
whilamalers AN Blze. :

The above two metal fragmentim werse turned over to
Aoents of tha FBI for delivery to the FBI Laboratory.

A piece of skull measuring 10 by 6.5 centimetars b o
v Tlows in Lo Bethoseda from Pallas nespltal and this downcas
woutte metal fragments where bullaet emerged frouw skull.,

¥ith respoct to the bullet hole located fa tne toe.
sthaiogzist at Nationnl Naval Madical Ceanter wam of the opin: =
ik Ldlleot worked its way out of the wictia's back durting
eupe partformed at Dallas hospital prior to tramsporimtion 7
iy tu Washiungton.

With respect to this situatiom, 1t is poted that

cro! Tarvice Agont RICHARD JOHNSON turned ovar to the Fill

tirktory one 6,5 millimoter rifle bullet (approximatusiy 20
cadber), copper alloy, full jacket, which he advised was [ound
& mtretslar in the emergency room of the Dalias hospital to

tch 159 victim was takeun,./CHNSON was unable to advise whe.hn-
gamtoaer on which this buliet was found had been used for thu
"rasident,

Tho above information was recelved by coumunlication
v, the Laltimcre Cf{fice, dated Novombar 23, 183,

/
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(B& /1stence and competence he knew, he did, personally, interview Sibert and

TN
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That, too, 1sésuppreased fpom the evidence.

More, it is entlirely mlssing from the files. when my own search
disclosed mo such "communicttion", imade an of ficial requesst for it. The
officlal response 1= that the Archivist could not find it.

That therz need have remained no question about the observations of
the FBI agents at the autopsy we know from Specter himself. Although he

did not ecall them or any of the other 23 uncalled witnesses of whose/%x-

0'Welll., He summoned them to his office on Mareh 12, 1964. His question-
ing was unduly brief. It dasted from "approximately 10:00 a.m %o 10:45 a.m'
He svent the 15 minutes beginning an hour later dictating a mmorandum to
Commission General Eounsel J. Lee Rankin.

For this remorandum on "Interview of FBI Agents Fresent atb Aut opsy",
a mere six varagraphs that could have fit on a single printed page among
those many thousands in the 2§ volumes holding the estimated 10,000,000
words that were printed, there was no space. It, too, is suppressed from
the evidence. This 1s consistent with Specter's fallure to summon thes*
agents or any of the other 23 men he knew werc present and take testlmony
from them.

From it we cennot know what Specter asked them and how they responde:
We can know only what he chose to record. That is enough to invalldate the
explanation given Harwood and since repeated as the given word by the press
that the WBI arents eould have known about the search for the bullet that
catsed the rear non-fatal wound only from hearssy and that they were boﬁh
absent from the autopsy at the crucial moments. One can urnderstand Specter
subsequent silence, when this falee report was broadcast throughout the
worldfxl; one need not symrathize with or approve this gilence when lies
were belng told about the irvestigatlion of a Preslideat's murder and he

knew they wers lles,
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"sA O'NMELIll and SA Sibert advised that the autopsy surgeons made
substantial efforts tc determins if there was a midsile In President
Kennedy's body to explain what haprened tc the bullet which apparently
entered the tack of his body. fhey stated that the opinion was expressed
by both Comimander Humes and Lt. Col. Finck that the tullet might have besn
forced out of the back of the President's body upon applicaticn of external
heart massage. They stated that this theory was advanced after SA Sibert

called the FBI laboratory and talked to SA Killlon who advised that a bulle

had been found on a stretcher at Parkland Hospltal. SA Sibert relayed that

Information to the doctora."
- Thus, as Specter knew, the agentg' knowledge was personal, for they
zave the doctora the infermation from which the doctors developed their
axnlanation., This sarly, sz we ghall see, Specter was bulldlng hls case,
not really seeking sll the fact. BExamination of this memo shows Specter
was interested 1n none of ths evlidence that could have been adduced from
the agents, only arguments; For example, could the doctors have advarnced
the belief that external cardiac massage caused the bullet to have worked
its way out? GSpecter's representéitlion of this is that,while the agents
recalled no discussion of it prlor to thelr reporting of the finding of
the bullet, "however, neither agent could conclusively rule oubt the pessi-
bility." Thls and the accepted assurance of the ggents that they made
few notes and then destroyed those constitute the first half of Specterl!s
memoranduila

This refledts a strange lack of Iinterest in what went on at the
autopsy, 1In the written report of these agents and its sensational informa-
tion in violent opposition to what Srecter himself was later to adduce for

the record. That was consistent with his "theory" of the assassinatlion. We

can get no help or information from what remalns, which is devoted to
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gemantics, the exact words these FBI agents attributed to Secret Service
Arents Kellerman and Greer.

There iz rot a gingle word in here about who was present at the
autopsy; what the agents saw and heard, cother than the-single reference toc
cardiac massage; who could coproborate ar disprove what the agents reported;
what the more 1lmportsnt personages were dolng - were they just observing,
or did the head of the entire Maval Medical Iinstallation and the Fresi-
dent's personal physician (both a rarity, medical admirals), participate?
Did they have knowledge requlring that they be called as witnesses? (Of
course they did, but they weren't called.) What kinds of plctwes were
taken when, eapecially of the non-fatal injuries? At wgat stage 1n the
autopsy examination? Was the algeged path of this bullet ever actually
traced, or was 1t just guessed at? Were plctures /taken that could armer
this guestion? How did the agents know as soon as the body was unwrapped
that a tracheotomy had been performed in Dallgg_;;f;hen the doctors pre-
tended they really didn't know and hatv’to phone Dallas (twice, though the
Feport acknowledges only one time)?

e, What about those plectures and X-rays, the ir number and kind, that,
frem evidence we shall examine, we know Specter by thls bime knew mxd
would not be presented in evidence, as his own legal training and experienc
told him they shou ;be?

Sileneeo. Nbf a single wordl

That "surgery of the head area"{ ‘Agaln, total silence. Specter's
interest was not In these facts but 1n the theory he was developing, what
becaﬁig a substitute for fact.

How about the FBI summary and supplementary reporks? Specter had
the agents from whom their content allegedly came in his own office. The

question of their possible ePfror? Theld omission of the "missed " bullet
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and the front-neck wound, 1n whick he certainly had to have had an Iinterest
What about the minimum of five bullets these two additions accounted for
if they could not be accommodated within the theory Specter was developing:
Again, no guestlon, no single mention.

The hocaticn of the rear, non-fatal wound is vital to the Commlss-
ion's and Specter's theory as.it 1s to the autopsy, even though its
location where the printed autopsy report and the Commission's Report say
it was cannot in itself validate the Report. Here Specter had in front
of him two men who, in pursuance of thelr offlcial duties as FBI lmvestiga-
tora, had seen this wound aAnd had, to ‘his knowledge, written a report that
totally invalidated his growing "theory" by lecating it not in the neck
but below the shoulder? _ /
‘ Horl

Rg&ker than g;strp%~hls gestatipg "theory" with fact, kis—memerandum
F°9€Tts*@95EEE§EE_§EEEEE?EJEEHQgﬂgéxah°ut 1t

Nothing about itsﬁlocation and nothing about its apgle or depthl

Had they been abgent for a significant period - both of them -
making a phone call and missed anything imnortant?

ﬁWhy had they left %o make a phone call? Did they want to be unheard
by the others? (ﬁﬁéré was a phone in that room. Why? 28till agaln, silence

All of thesé‘;ﬁéégiahs deﬁanded_ésking.and required answers. This
was the murder of a Fresident under "investigation". The national integrit
was at stake, as was that of the participants. There was the "crime of the
century" to be solved, the honor of the new government and its head to be
protected from the inevitable rumors and questions such as "who benefitted?’
the questlons lawyers, properly, always ask.

But these questions, had Specter asked they,would have elicited the
answers we alrasdy know, for we now have the suppressed evidence that holds

them. We now know that all of the answers were answers he and the govern-

ment didn't want. Because there ls no questlion of Specter's competence,
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ﬁé;; of higs experlience, what remains but the dellberate avoidance and
suppression of evlidence the taking of which would recordlgﬁigﬁLﬁlat in-
validated the Report not yet written? (As we shall se;ﬁL—ﬁpﬁ- v theg
Report was already outlined and declded upon, though the "investigation"
to be™reported" upon had not yet commencedl)

Unfortunately, mwd bad as this Is, it 1s not all and is not the
worst.

This 1s one way to "investigate" the murder of a President - the
way the murder of John F. Kennedy was "ingestigated". It iz Specter's
way and the Comnlssion's. But let us hope it 1s not thes way the American
people will indefinitely put up with now that the truth, officially

suppressed, 1s at laat out.



