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June 2, 1249

Attorney Generasl Jobkn H3itohell
Lepartoant -1 Jusiice
¥ashingtony D.Cs

Desr Npe Miichell, -

After I twice wrote you beginulng thres mwathe ago, I gnt o
mon~responaive reply, f5r you, in tae asse of your Assistant ittorney
Genersl in sherge of the Criminsl Jivision, from Lias Chief of tie
Genarsl Crimes Section, Without my ever having gottsn any ¥ind of
honest or wesningful answer to eay inquiry of yeur Separtment, under
any sdminietration, this sze began with the Bald stetement "that further
exchangs of eorrespondence bstween yourself and the Departmont of
Justice on this matter will,serve no useful purpose.”

At this point, =fSer five unsnswersl letters subdsequent to
wy receipt of thie sccurste forecset thst you would neover recpond,
letters 1o wiich I aeked for sccess te whet I o entitled %o ander the
lew 1t L9 your oblipstion to enfdroe, 1% looks very mush 25 if the
~epartment of Justics 1= more sfrald thst correspondence would serve
o useful pirpose, o purpose ¢t Teors.

hm I wrote osrlier, I do uaderstsnd that Busy executives must
delegete %o thoae under them what they cocnot sttend perssoully, »e they
Hust slae dovend upon others for the ioformetion they-heve, This in ne
way dimdninBes the respensivility of thoss in cherge. The Attorney Tenw
ersl #t111 runs the Dppebbment nf Justice, It 1a, I belisve, your rese
ponrdbility to see that the lews mre ebserved, by you snd by your Depe
artmont, 2s 1t ie to see thot eltizéns meking yroper inguiriez get pro-
per responze within a rersonable timae.

Fhen a citimen asks hla Department of Justfse for sgcea: %o
eourt records snd connot get =1 enawer, til ge rve pussed s deplorsble atszte
in o ecuntry such as oura. + hsve mais thie reguest) you have not responded.
“reesieally, thias mesns you have rFatused me. 4 Baliswn you ountot,

After you nr your office refaorred my first t%o lettera %o iire
Zalehar I tharesfter wrote him., Besruze bs lae net cude respondsd, in soy way,
I sgsin adireas you. 1 have %wo purpssea, To the dagree I can, [ 2ant to bo
eertain that you kmow the situstion, for the responsibility is yours, end, if
necesssry, I went to invoke the laws thet entitle =e %o thst valeh I wouke I
profer not %o heve 4o Tesort to thie, a2 I wculd hepa vou would, ton,.

I mads gyeciflc requsstes for gpedifio fnfometisn 1o lettars %o
your Department between iarch 20 and ipril 23, If 1 o refused this lniormase
tion, 1 respectfully reguest citstlion of %he suthority under which you refuse
i1t, In each case I alaso sk $het you provids ce with the I rome oad lnstructiona
I =111 nesd t essek to obtaln this informatisn under ths "Fre-dom af Informstion”
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law, it isnmy inténtion %o invoke the provisions of tuls law, 4T necessary,
iiay I esll to your sttention tust 4 neve, 1a tha pnat, ssked the Cow rnment
for the wans of utilizine this lsw without ever having een so e-uivped?

I de met taink thie was tha irtent of Congresa in enscting the law,

imong those dosuments X have sought unsuccessfully 1s & meworen-
dwn of transfer of the “resident “emnedy sutopsy materiel, s eet farth snd
deseribed in esrlier correspondence in y-ur riles. Respeotfully I esll $o
your attention the fact that this document is oue of the working papers of
the apeclal penel convened by your predeceasor znd by it wee so inventoried.
1 welleve thia removes 1t from any execulive suthority %o withhold Lt snd

-

Gerawlth renew wy requeat for 1t.

Under the previcus administretion, when I assked for sccesa to the
imcroperly-withheld Tavid 9. Forrde metericl, I wos %old by Mr. Vinson $hst a
review wos undsr way. I fove sinee saited tie re-ults of this reviaw sndchsve
hed no respones. 1 renew the ~uestion, renaw the regnest frr this meterial,
end would like the necessary izstruetions sne forma for asrplieation under the
above~zited lsw should L ngain be deniad, iMey J, in %hila connectirn, coll to
your sttention the geerving impropriety snd tha lcconsisteney in the zovornuent
eleining io court, to a litigsnt, that he Har not exhsus3ed his adminiesirative
nmdiu?mna the ssma govornment denies snother acress to his adalnistrative
remediss

hile I am unwilling to bolicve 1%, shen I was informed thet eganta
of the Fouersl Bureeu of avestigation were dafaming me, T 41& 2n11 thiz report
to your m*tention, bellevinz, as I do, tivd shera shoult 34 at least a pro forme
deniel of 1%, Aside from iir. Belcher's asszuraance "that such conduet would be in
complete disregerd of Departmsntal snd Buresu pollicy™ = 4 hls sislsment that a
gony of my latt.r wea sent "%2 the Director of the Buresu for bis considerstion”
frhsve haspd notoing. Yhen tist Suresu promises to send me a copy of its prese
rolease =cd doess't, and whan that Lirsetor fells to respond te e writtes request
for s press ralesse, perhups L alioul! net by surpriced st thae abzence of a for=
the-record denisl, iovever, i would prafsr to tuink the Attornsy Csnsrsl of the
Unlted “tates would not be comtent for ths matter tc rest hers,

irhave ofton requcated & copy of the svactrograchie snslyels of the
btullet end fregaents of bullets slleged $o hawe teen used i the surder of Tresi-
dent Yohn Kenuedy. Ay written requests to the Uirecter hes naver deen snsvered,
1 hersby renew %his resuest, osking, if I sm denied, for & statement of the
resson or remsous ond tihe instructisne and forms far invocstion of the Presdom
of Infermatisnn law, Vith regerd to the ferresn Commiesion file identifled ==
Ci47:7, 4 suke tue ssme requesta, 83 I do with OL12ER,

Asmong thoss unsnswared requeasts refarred §s5 abave 1z the evidence
presented 1n court ia Englend, I would now lika $o brosadem that %o inéliuece
thet used in Memphis, directly and indirectly, in the case of Jemea ‘arl Tey.

%hen I meke requests of the Nestlomel Archives, thare nev iz a feley
of not less then tsc months » fore thers ie s=ny kind of resporse, when there ia
one. I beliave thia, in 1tself, clouds the purpsees end 1:tegrity of the governa ni,
Your swn Dapsrtment dses net respond at sil. I d4c hove you 411 correct this, thts
sou will agres that when a citizZen mnd more, a *riter, mskes proteT ir-uiry of khe
Covarnmont, responss shonld be 8s nramnt es possible,

S5ipcerely,
Tarld Eaishare



