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New sdiresa:Rt. 7, Frederiek, "d. :::15CL'875-8135
. febrdary 24, 1t88

ire Lteve Zane
¥r. Hal Feresz
Tie Joe yne Show
TV, Lns ingeles
Cslifornis

Dear Steve and Hal,

Ag Lrutus kmew, 1t 4z not 31fricult Lnx the *ructad fo urce the mife, 4nd
ga . Lave so often hoerd, it is alifficuit for s whore to becoms an "honost wowen",.

1t Ls cecause I trusted both eof you that 1 ®as ze‘zed by my senss of outrage
the t o iohibitsd me. Hel 1o the men wieo told a8 ~ year ago *hst he left production
ol the show becsuze he could no longer astomech s csreer of dememning peonle under
eircuzstances thot rendersd them close to defenseless, ‘nd “teve 1o the man vho
vhouecd me to soy thet st lest thers wera belng chenpes mzde ¢o make tha show linre
regpougivle, to 2sit ay sasistence in this, So you esn be gemuiraly zroud ~f yur
aceoupiishmant, cteve, I want you to Xxnew thet I did incrense nmy lndehtednras in
gn 6L ar% to Loly you snd I hed tried to losomte for you some of tho Xndas of guaste
you seld you weatsids .8 you tusw, 1 hod developad sone aaw, gulte vicusl =vidsnce, -
end I had comd sll =0Crowss the country sevine {(t for you.

In our couatry, we ars now half way betwesn Gamany 1338 =and Orwall 1984,
You have essh wsde your contrivutlon towerd keopinzg ua thera, Unlasa I 2um to
sesuse you are without prineipis or decency - and can I possibly do thett= I sssume
this wss your purposs. 50, be proudy you succeseded, in your eusll way. You have
converted the rress &3 you represant the nress 1nto on agency of govermnsnt. This,
of courss, is the tradivionsl fuanction in our country, ia it not: Tyis Wz the
intent 5¢ the frunding fathars, thls the dedlcation of Tenger, tha gZlory of Jefferson.
If yonu hava forgotten vour Jefferson, I can supply 2 few quotes, Or is Jafferson
"subversiva"” to you, is the Constitution, fregdom frem gov:irnmeat® by the reesv

fha heat thot I eéaa sy for Putler 13 that he 19 » sink psn, The =1tergative
1a thet ha ia 20 agead of the oowernnant, «kea “Seve saced me ¥~ d2bata hln, nowing
I would be without slaep tha night bafors, I agrasd, helisving, nrively, that 1t
would ba a debete, that he Wes 5 mon whose word I could teka. There ila mch I 'mow
ebout Butler and the function of tha grour tuat is his ameltiskat. It i3 not lueon~
ceiveble thet @ man 7ith & gemuine interest in his country would have =mented the
siring of & gooulne dislogue on t:e msn who runs the miznmed Informetionm Council of
the Aimerices =nd its sntecedents, of the mast extreme of the radleal right with
which it is sffiliated, of its seemlng involvement in the YNew Urlgans part ~f the
gtory of the masessination, not tha leest of which ves its assistance to Uswald- and
‘utlar'n, yversonelly~ in helplng Liwc estsblish sa iztalligeaca "eover®.
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Futler's INJ. se.ms t» rave derived from ths eerliar "Friends °f Lsmocraetic
Cubaf (Bid you evar know thet Betlzts wes "demoerstic”. You do now.) “hile I wss
mith you, although I didn't then know 1%, Garrison wes .preparins ¢ subpens for
L1len Julles, ©ne of the specificetion in it has to do with this group, You will find
the doecunment ns clted on 8ges 1Gl=2 of Oswald In lew Crleans, It m:ﬁ?’sgrﬁe you,
in the 1 ght of your recent perfarmsnce, s lesa thsn strenze thst the representative
of the Friends nf Democretic Yuba wss sttampting to buy trueks in the avme 2f Nawald
2t 8 tina when les lHarvey Uswald wes in Zussie and shea sevarzl othars ni that name
were in the empley of the same coffee compsny which employed him when he eventuslly
got te New Jrlasns, Put ysu moey be interest2d in what L have been told durins ny
investizsticn »f this FEI raport,

Josesh Yoore i cns of three slisses of a mon who 1s now = cantain in
Crecinl Farses in Vietnem urder ona of these sliases, havin., efter he laft llew Urleens,
teen involved in the Yominiesn incident.

@, you cen ses how sntirely dotsehed Dulter reslly ie.

. fter he 1laft your hsllowsa holl he went to w«8shiuglon to "testify™

btelore o radiesl-right "Communist™ triel. You will find & palf-cclumn story cn this

1n the New Crleoens Stetea-Ttem of Februsry 21. 1% tegins this wey; "The ussassinstion
of John F, Fen-ady wss pinpoiote] by satudent cf azltaticn snd projwgends (sone stud-
ant!) ve one of tne underlying causes of the urbun riots cf recent ysers." -0, you
¢Bn sce thet “uiler shune conmerciulizetion cf the assassinetion. You might =leo be
ipterested in knowing that sne nf the judges is Leruino Fortell-Vils. that worthyte
ludketery cantribution te truth in the edery of how cur iresi.sut wus aurdared, I re-
or you to mese 144 of Ceweld In ilew Crloens, whers you will s-a his tos$sl febricetion
vl © a2-p-existent Coatro apesch, of his tvovention of tha #:ble shsv Osisia had been

t2 Cubo, ‘& dotslled by the AHI you sean to heve tuu cuslns notlen I never belisve.

You srs in mood zompory, sren't yous

Just bzfars your show, eocording to whet I lesrnsd in Los ingeles but made no
affsrt tn 2onfira sersonslly, Butler wns ecgoged 1a his own specilal +ind of "snti-
Serrnunism® (1t 12 s csreer with him). % new zroup of "ectiblets" 1la bsins fomed
there, to tzte the story of the murder of the rresident to the streets. Do you think
thet 1a :her: it baionge: They eall themselve: the "X¥ennedy Lssag:zinstion Truth
Corrittes”, They wrots =& ok the lettsrhead of the Los ingelaz Thester iris Uomuittee,
I heve sinze nad two letters from jeopls whosensnss gre on tast letterhead assurlng
me that the nze of 14 snd tueir names was eatirely improper. Ths first nceting of
thim group wes described to ma ss "unruly", snd I am told that Eytler wes recosgnized
tharo, e 314 not imde2ify bBimsalf. 1 &m 2130 toid he stiended ths ssoond meetlng,
Aab - f7eped Bivanl? £0 be o Terher of the exacutive ¢o mittes, T hwve doosa furthsr
£418 tuut toie groar ie led by oxtremisty of Re L DBe nad Lior ode adogts bellaswad
it to ba the proper ap-rosch, . night hove chacled tide Infonpatién out sien I wes
in Celifornin,

No dsubt by enincidence, thare wss a refent column by cne laul Seott indiesting
that +he fpuze Unsmericen Committee and the Jenate Intergsl Jecurity Commlties were
lesking informetion ebout me. frea that cojumn, this "ianfermstion” 1s precisely that
your "guest" tried to use. Bacsuse you made no efiort to lesrn from me wiether 1t was
true or folse -end I do snow how your chow ie prepered, do I noti=is 1t unressocnsble
to presums you balisved 1t without checking it personslly. Would jyou risk the
reputstion of the man who employa you, subjzet him to @ 14bel sult =nd eonfront
your Jistributor -ith the s2me problem if you werse not eonfident your "infiramtion”
wme po% libell-na: 1 heve less difficulty believing you mouli eredit an sflfielsl
source thaj sssuning you would take Butler's xora sfter spending five winutes with him.
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After all these yesrs, memory mey be fallible. However, 1t is my recol=-
lectdon that one of the lies Butler used wes never published. 5o you will heve
no doubt in your own mind, I went you %ec lcow thst when I warned fyme he was sbout
to sir an open libel, for I could ses what Butler hed in his hsnd, Butler switched
immediately to esnother slander that he never got a chance tn finish,

Unless we sra %o essume that there was officisl dishoneaty in these recant
efforts to demege me, We must assume thet official minds, despit: the perpstustion
of official files, 8las lose clarity with the peussage -f years. Sc, perhsvs
Butler, or wheoever directed him to you, feiled to tell you tust the Stete “epartument
scknowlodged ite error snd spologized - 2nd that the lawyer who rapresented me now
#its on the Supreme “ourt. 7r that the sgent of the House Unamerican Committee wes
indicted, pled guilty, and got two ysars -end thet, desplits the most astalwert
offieisl efforts,inoluding preesure on & district aitorney who”eppointment es judge
wes held up - the grand jury thet indicted him refused to indict me.

Se, moybe there ere thinss about govermment snd its agents you may not have
known from ths contsct you mey heve with such sgente, Eut plemse bolisve me, thers s
are times when those with e genulne interest in fresdom ani democrscy must oppose
this kind of govermment snd these kinds of agents.

in =ny event, you cen now, perbaps, bstter understand whot 1 meant mben 1
warged you egeinst libel, There remeins » cuestion sbout whother it exists. This
wes my purpose in msskinz for the tape you rromised to send but leven't, Now I kmow
thet the resson 1% teoen't resched me 1s not becfuss 1t 1a impos-ibla, for tis tape
wes being adited in Hartwest sevaral days ago. @ I remind you that you rromised me
the unedited tape snd 1t has not yet srrived.

50, be proud of whet you huv: done, what you have msde yourselwes pert of,
how well you heve served your country, end , if nueint, of your own expreasions of
your own dedicetions to decsncy and fresdom &8 so oclesrly represonted in what you
have done,

fecept wy aszurance thet you 9re now, in your awn (em=ll) ways, now cart of
the history of your couniry, snd your grest love and dedication will be reccrded -
if no whers else, in » book I will eventuslly publish. 1t iz sntitled, "Ietters To
Finks". I will know where to find you, ®nd I will send you copies. Tou will be in
fitting and axalth' company.

Sinearaly,

Harold “elsberg



