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Degr lMr, Fraser,

In writing the letter that accompanied the books I remembered incorrcctly which
ol my friends is a friend ol yourse Afterward I remcubered that it is Ian [lelonald.

The opening of your letrer of the 23rd carries me back many years. They seem much
more distant than they are bscause ol their intensity and because of the kind of years
they have becn. Because you deal with books and with young people, 1'll oxplain why, as
I see it, I did have trouble getting to the public through personal ap:earances.

it is not because there was no intercst in the subject. AlL The Dsinblishments were
agednst any siring. Whitewash is probably the most rejected bouk in histury. There was
no single editordel rejection, no single serious editorial criticisu. In every case the
refusal to publish was u policy decision. In a rcuarkable perceniage of the cases thore
was sufficicnt honesty for this to bo explicite The musi coumon reason gziven wce is that
thers waz no interest in tle subject. Nobody wvelieved ite The reason was fear ol the
<overnment, an instinctive fear. After I brought it out as an "underground" book, of which
I believe it was the first, many of the publishers who had refused to publish it came up
to me at the ABA convention and congratulated me for it. Some of them remain friendly.
The others are resentful and & bit ashamed. I had no funds at all, s0 no means of advertise
ing, no funds for public relations, and no lecturs burcau. A colleague of Ian's introduced
me to bis lecture bureauw and they would not book me. It was the subject, and this was
made explicite They feared remction against their busincsse. To thiz day I have never been
invited to wake a speech at any undversity by the rogular machinory for such things. I have
made a number of colieges appearances, but in every case it is the students who arranged ite
To this day I have never had a bad asudiences. The l'ew exceptions to tlw 1ule on invitations
to speak were where inaividual professors arvanged ite I recall iwo, both by history profs.
If I bad had a comuercial publisher of any size, it would have beuu differcat, as it was
with Hark Lens. Therc remains considerable interest in the subject from my mail. Bub the
major wedia are still apprehensive aud somewhat ashaied of their own record.

I do not take offenso at what you gecurately describe as an insignificant offering
for speaking there. I am so broke I don t thimk I can convey it in uny meaningful way.
*his 15 bocause I have been cheated out-of large sums of koney. I have no funds with
which to hire a lawyer. Most of all I need one in Yew York. I have had one there for
more than five yeurs but he has done notling. I am secking one by mail now. Whea they
have to take the case without retainer, this is no easy thing. So, that 350.00 will pay
most of the transportation costs and thus will help me get to New York. Oace thera I can
atay with friends. However, this will require a coriain amount of flexibility andperhaps
s0:9 inprovisation.

Can we dao iv tuis wayt you select ihe labusl Jabe you thiuk would be a zoed one and
we have that in mind, in che uean tiwe, if I find a lawyer wio will tali: o me, I'd like
o know what minimm notice you would need so I can make the %wo tidngs coincide. TuBs if
i do locate a lawyer, perhaps we can arvange the appearance on fairly short notica.

This is 2n encrmous subjects It would be gzood %o knou what aspsct or aspecta you
would prefer me to address., In the past I hove found audionces most receptive to a rela-
tively short speech and a long period for questions. I have spent as long at 17 straight
hours answering questions on a radio station and have often gonz four hours without run~
ning out of questions. However, the last specéch I made was a year ago. Infrequently,
when there was a slowing of questions, it was no tpouble to improviase, io dead air!

I have an idea where llorris county is. I was stationed at Haockensack and et Whippany
during World War II. There ued to be both bus and train from New York City.

You mention the McGraws and Nelson Doubleday. At both houses I never saw anyone. Both

ere pretty honest in rejecting the book. I'll never forget what I was told at Voubledays
&u- decision was not editorial and not easy to arrive at. They had a top=brass session on it.
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March 23, 1973

Mr. Harold Weisberg
Coq d'Or Press

Route 8

Frederick, MD. 21701

Dear Mr. Weisberg:

I was very happy that we were able to acquire some of your books
and in reading through them could not imagine that you had had such
a difficult time getting to the public through personal appearance.

We would very much like to have you speak on our campus, perhaps
even before the end of this school year, if that is possible, but

I was initially hesitant to even suggest this thinking that your
schedule would not permit it. One problem is the matter of an hon-
orarium. We have virtually no money for honoraria this year and the
most that we could come up with is almost too small to even offer,
but I am wondering if you ever come up to the New York area on busi-
ness? If you do, could we tempt you into coming to our campus by
paying your expenses from New York, plus $50.00%

Please don't be offended by this insignificant offering. It is
simply that that is all there is left in our speaker's account (I
have approximately $200.00 a year on which to bring speakers to our
library) and this means that I have to beg most of them to do it for
good will.

We would, of course, provide publicity in this area. You might be
interested to know that the community of Morris County is where many
of the publishing magnates spend their evenings. The McGraws live
down the road within a few minutes drive of the campus and Nelson
Doubleday lives a little further on down. Publicity in the local
papers about the problems you have had could bring some interesting
repercussions and I am sure that we could have an interested audience.

With best regards.
incerely,
|
o
Jhme ser

s H. F
Director



