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“ . w0 7.W By way of background, on 4/27/70 Assistant Attorney General .
"~ Willlam Ruckelshaus, Civil Division, Department of Justice, advised the - | 1
" . - Director that Harold Welsberg, the author of the books "Whitewash I' and ~, \ %
"Whitewash II"* has filed a civil actfon against the Department of Justice and; b

i1 Department of State demanding coples of all the papers which were employed . i
¢ iz |1n the extradition in the James Earl Ray matter, These documents were us e “‘? A
b in the extradition proccedings agalnst James Earl Ray in England and were |"\' ,t-‘_ 1
therealter returned to the State Department and were transferred to the - b A
Department of Justice. Included in the documents were a congiderable numbqr ,
- of affidavits of FBI Agentd, affidavits covering fingerprints, ballistics® .. 5
examinations, etc, Ruckelshaus asked if the release of these documents to ' +o

o T

)

Welsberg would in any way prejudice the work of the FBL It is noted that /f N
- { Welsberg is an author who has been extremely critical of the FBI, the Segtet 7
‘{ Service and other police agencies in books which he has wrftten about the pr

J assassination of President Kennedy, _ . o g :.3
: . Eq
; By memorandum of April 30th the Director advised Ruckelshaus '’

that the determination as to the release of the pertinent documents is within 5
the province of the Department of Justice and the FBI interposes no objection,
.+ yt was suggested, however, that the Civil Division communicate with the Civil -3
t:'# . |Rights Divislon of the Department on this matter since Federal process was E 4
.77t |still outstanding against Ray charging a violation of a Federal Civil Rights ' g,
4 i ; ; . - ) : ?z
g

Statute, ' :

%

" The Bureau 18 in possession of a copy of a letter dated May, i970,-
from Jerris Leonard, Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, to
ckelghaus stating that any release of any information in the files pertaining

o the invesﬂgﬁtlon regarding James Earl Ray would be inimicable to the _ 52@6 f
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Mm.mora.ndum to Mr. DeLoach - SR E . .
. Re: "Assassination of Dr, Martin Luther King PR 5 T
; : Current veIOpmenta R R e A & ik : E’a"

AT E L ‘~_0n '6/24/70 Bl King in the mformaur,m Ofﬂce, Depa.rtment of
Ay ustlce, advised that the Department subsequently decldathat it would not ‘3
K Jbe possible for-the Government to successfully defend fhe civil action by =~ **
Welsberg against the Department for the relcase of the documents In question.
l Accordingly, coples of these documents were furnished to Welsberg, King -
. |advised that in view of the fact that the Department had released the documents
a to Weisberg the Department did not wish Welsberg to make a profit from his
" ipossession of the documents and, accordingly, has decided to make simllar
oples available to the press and others who might desire them, King stated
: that the documents to be releascd consist of appyoximately 200 pages of coples
0 ot affidavits, autopsy reports, affidavits with regard to fingerprint examlnations
b ag '_ -. land ballistics tests, and coples of other documents which serve to link Ray
v g, “with the assassination of Martin Luther King. At Bishop's request King tur-— cal

nlshed the attached set of the documents being released. King stated that these
documents will be released to the press at 3 p.m. on 6/24/70.

‘ The General Investigative Division has been ornl.ly advised of the
“ above informatton,
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