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* ““"PREVIOUSLY FILED SUIT AGAINST FB1

ASSISTAIT ATTORNEY GENERAL HENRY HAILE, STATE ATTORNEY

GENERAL®S OFFICE, NASHVILLE, TENN., HAS ADVISED THAT SUBJECT
RAY TO BE GIVEN HEARING BEFORE JUDGE ROBERT M. MCRAE, JRes
USDC, ¥DI, MEMPHIS, OCTOBER 22, 19T4. EXPECTED T0 TESTIFY FOR
A BALLISTICS EXPERT FROM 1THACA, - r )

AUTHOR WHO HAILE STATES HAS |

Y2 5961

IM ANY INFORMATION

RAY ARE HERBERT 1. MCDONALD,.
M. Y., AND HAROLD VEISBERG, AN

OF PRESIDENT JFKe *‘\@’ RECTS
MR, HAILE HAS REQUESTED 'I'HE BUREAU GI
AVAILABLE WHICH WOULD ASSIST HIM IN CROSS EXAMINATION OF
MCDONALD AND VEISBERG. HE VILL KEEP SOURCE OF SUCH INFORMATION
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL BUT NEEDS ANY INFORNATION WHICH MIGHT
HAVE A BEARING ON
IF SUCH INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE TO THE aunml. IT 1S QL}%

THEIR VERACITY, COMPETENCY, AND BIAS-
RECOMMENDED THAT SAME BE FURNISHED BDHFIDENTIALLfiIU “MR.“HAILE" 50

AS SOOM AS POSSIBLE. €5 oCT 11 1074 \\\‘
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ReMEteletype dated 10/7/74.

Enclosed are two coples each of two
newspaper articles concerning Harold Weisberg. Also
enclosed are two coples of a list of materials furnished
to Harold Weisberg by the Civil Rights Division, U. S.
Department of Justice, on 6/24/70, as a result of a civil
action filed against the Department of Justice and the
Department of State in which Weisberg demanded copies of all
the legal papers which were employed in the extradition of
James Earl Ray. ;

Bufiles reveal that Weisberg has written numerous
letters requesting unsuccessfully that the Bureau make
available to Weisberg certain records concerning captioned
matter, as well as records concerning another unrelated
investigation conducted by this Bureau.

A copy of enclosed material may be furnished to
‘Henry Haile, State Attorney General's Office, Nashville,
as requested in referenced communication. {

Bufiles and indices Albany Division contain no )
information pertaining to Herbert I. McDonald, based upon
available informatjon
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Airtel to SAC, ME
RE: MURKIN -~

NOTE: The Memphis Division advised in referenced communicatié;
that a hearing for James Earl Ray is scheduled on 10/22/74 to
determine whether Ray was coerced into entering a guilty plea
on 3/10/69 to the murder of Martin Luther King.

Attorney Henry Haile, State Attorney General's
Office, Nashville, had requested that the Bureau furnish
him, on a confidential basis, any information available
which would assist him in determining the veracity,
competency, and bias of 2 witnesses who will testify for Ray,
Harold Weisberg, an author, and Herbert I. McDonald, a ballistics
expert from Ithaca, New York. Memphis Division recommended that
any pertinent information be made available to Haile.

A review of Bufiles reveals that Weisberg has
written several books critical of the Warren Commission, the
FBI, Secret SBrvice, and various police agencies. Gleaned
from these files are copies of two newspaper articles pertaining
to Weisberg which might be of assistance to Attorney Haile in
analyzing the credibility of Weisberg as a witness. The
first is an article which appeared in the Montgomery County
Sentinal, Thursday, December 15, 1966, entitled "'Whitewash' Author
is Man on the Go," which makes reference to Weisberg's theory
of an FBI, Secret Service coverup before the Warren
Commission. The second article, which appeared in "The Evening
Star," October 25, 1973, reveals that Weisberg had lost his bid
before the U. S. Court of Appeals to gain access to FBI files
pertaining to the John F. Kennedy assassination.

Bufiles also reveal that Weisberg was furnished all of the
legal papers utilized in the extradition of Ray from Great Britainm,
including material submitted by the States of Tennessee and
Missouri, affidavits from witnesses, as well as affidavits from
Special Agents of the FBI linking Ray to the assassination.

That Weisberg is in possession of this material might be of
assistance to Attorney Haile in further assessing the credibility
of Weisberg.

On 10/8/74, ASAC George Steel, Albany Division, advised
that indices contain no reference to Herbert I. McDonald.

on 10/9/?4,“ Office of Legal '
Counsel, reviewed enclosed material and a vised that this material

could be furnished to Mr. Haile, State Attorney General's
Office, Nashville, Tennessee.
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In lllc Lnnchﬂ'hl

‘Whitewash’ Author
lan on the Go

. eicherf:.,,'.\lontgomeryCmnt ‘seritic
jo: the \.arren Commission report,:

Is

Harolc

the go these days,

. O

.--.-.---A.u e ~¢-—:d’
.

$ & man

Uress Coniry

"t rinee Tthe firit ie .
fpudbladed I A Srerai -t .
- Moy 195, _\‘mn.‘--.—_
trarzivd neross’the cow
azvared 0a natloeal teii -
programs as well as auf"-.- )
partidipuied Tadlo stnar 1.l
Califorrla, Oulo, Niinois z*
Peunsylvanla,

He iz conficen! his foil..-

.I
I?ﬂ this dales everyone's wa

His pace has picked upsteam

. Blnce he published his second
book, "Whilewash 1I: The FDI-
Becret  Scrvice Cover-Up,*
early (bis month, kg

Y.ast week he spent four dawn
to post-midnizht days In New
York, followed by a stopover In
Jhllndclphla for - four-hour

. radio broadcasl,
'I"Ill week h’t nn‘ lld

jclude. Chicago, Ill., Madison,

running -azain on a week-long
trip through the mid-west and
on {o the West Coast. Stops In-

Wisc., San Francisco, Calif.
and Los Angeles, Calif. ]
Weisberg's original book,
*Whitewash: The Report on
the Warren Repori,” was one
of the Nirst in the current rash

wp lo the first wvoiume \iI°
belp sharpen ke erfliciss o',
the Warrem Comn.lssi.r ¥
the afiermath of the Kennwls,
a.ss:ssllnllon.' '

®My second book brin.s t..c
fo 3 pew oInt,” be saig Lt
week 3l Coq €'Or, the Jiy:i:~- |

« town [arm where heoncera!-o i}
igeese. "It may sourd Ima.c -

*“The turning point in v
thole thing was my appiaren:e
on 3 lclevision show In e
York fn July,® declared Wwiis-|
berg, pulfing on a cizarliic an i,
squinting behind silver rimmed’
glasses.

*Four lawyers were lytu- in
wall lo dear mewp. It v.s
rough. R ook me an hour 3.
a half o teach them silence is
golden,® he laughed. *Tlce
spaiks really flew. -

* Credibllity Basis
“Bul that show lald the busis ;

for credibility.. It opencd tiat
@#yes of ihe most hlu.ﬂ.v.i.:'

xcepl my own. . | !
o

!minds In New York. Posy et
irealized that those who E

s¢mething Is wrong are re:l.
kinz (he sanctity of -u;

See WEISBERG on A7
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sozicty.  T-d3) uwpuwns arol
saying wg sl Lave thetruth !

Welsberg «uiiioutos his suc~
Cess A8 B FF.T U0 T3 TEERd;
refusal 10 oo anyihing bt fn.-.-i
realily and ceal with etk
but fael, I the only enel
who's deall oxtensivaly wl'.i::
,1ha commisslen's Lindings,” w
] I$1Ld I

Convinced his first vaii
“eouidn'l wwil® untila pub! u‘h.'rl
conld be found lo pul il out,
Welsberg financed fthe
operation himsols,

To date 22,500 Loois Rawe,
h\nnn printed In four ﬁl!‘irmd
apd Dell Publishing Co. hag
Jusl come out with a papertacl
elition guaranteeing a min}
mum of one-quarter million on
the first printing, .

“Whilewash 1" had 10,000
printed in the first cdition,
coples of which are being dis-
tribuled lo slores and in-
dividuals.

"A Jol of prople 'ro'o ages
age and ashed us lo send the
nexl bock s soon as M was
oul,” Weisherg explained. He
estimated he has received over
3000 lellers. .

Many fans already are inline
far the (hird book, *Whilewash
I: The Archive,™ which 14 In
works, Welsberg added.
His current irip across the
culntry 1s In the usual whirl-
wind fashlon, The agenda Is
crowded with television and
radio appearances, press con-
fercnces, spceches, samiuars,
bull sesslons, aulographing
sessions and meetings with
wholesalers.

“One moming I"m supposedto

a 5:30 TV appcarance after

3 a.m, radlo show,” Weisbefrg

eclared, *"Can you Imaglle

uch 3 schedele? Bul 1'1l do

iatcrest Abroad . o
" welsberg Is concentrating oa
ihe Internalivnal as well 28 the
rativnal Inlerest in Ih-Ktnr.e:ly
asaasication.

lis first book 1s being dis-
sibuled throughout (ke
zvlish-spf-al.ln; world In the
Dell edition,

It bss been serlalized
“Arriba,® a mewspaper in
Madrid, Spaln, and "Fano:
rama,” a large German
magazine. Anltalian publishing
company has contracled for the
book and Is coming -out wi
an Mallan edition nexi month
Weisberg said. . ”

Welsberg Is satis{ied thal
oubls about lhe Warren Com-
ission finally are reaching]

pcople. In addition he is de-~
lighted with (he many
friends be has made Uhr
his books. ..

“Li]l (his wife) and I have s0
many pew [riends now,” be
smilel, Tadbing bis close-
ciopl.+d ¢t “3mbilr, "50 many

peopl: L. . anllen us, -

| "People are wonderful,®
Welsberp declared. “Al every
polnt along the way there's

hand outstreiched to help.

\:.uu someone there walting with |

_Jeopl! want 16 be helpful and

al’s what counts,® <= = e r==
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has lost his o
U.S. Court of 4
I to p2in Access Lr FLI files
on thz assassinati o of for-
mer President Jobkn F.
Kennedy'.
In an 8-1 dccision an-
. mounced yesterday, tha
court uphcid o vver court
l ruling that the Fibl &nalysis
of bullet frapments and
scrapingt from ths zasassi-
nation scene did not quatify
for relense to the public
under the federal Frecdom
of Information Act.

A disscenling opinicn was
filed by Chicf U.S. Appeals
Court Judge David llazelon.
He said that wizhout some
mechanism for the public to

l look at the FRI znalysis,
“the public will have to rely
entircly upon the Justice
Departmient’s opiaion that
the results of th2 . .. tests
arc adcquately shoanin the
report of the Warren Com-

" mission.™

Weisberg, who has writ-
ten four books on the assast
sination, has mainlained
that the Warren Commis-
sion report was a “‘white-
wash” and did no! tell the
full story behind TR piegj-
dent-sdcath.
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The l’nu‘:iuglm Post
Times Hernld

The Evening Star (Washingion) =
The Sunday Star (Washingion) .
Daily News (New York) _____
Bunday News (New York)
New York Post
The New York Times
The Daily World
The New Lead:
The Wall Street Journal
The Nalional Observer ______
People’s World
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I. HKaterial Subnmitted by the St.a.tes
of Tennessee and Missouri

T A. Application for Requisition for International
Extradition for Jares Earl Ray executed by the Governor
of the State of Tennessee and directed to the Secretary
of State of the United States. =

B. Petition for Application for Requisition in

Interpationzl Extredition of Janes Earl Ray addressed to ;Ff*
the Governor of the State of Tennessee by Fhil M. Canale, 2
Jr., District Attorney General, 15th Judicial District, e
State of Tenncssee (atteching verious Sther documents -
described below).
; i

C. Affidavit of Dr. J. T. Francisco, pathologist, R
attesting to the cause of death of Martin Luther King and k:
attaching autopsy report. _ %\f
L]

* D. Affidavit of Robert V. Wenzler, vith exhibits,

stating results of survey of area where Martin Iunther King
was killed. .

EI'CLOSURE
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E. Aff:davit of Guy Warren Canipe, 6., ¥emphis
storckeeper, with exhibits, "concerning his finding of
a packege with the rurder weapon in it.

-u-_\
.
d e’ S -

*

F. Affidavit of Inspector N. E. Zachary, Kemphis ' g
Police Office=, with exhibits, regarding his on-the-scene , ¥
investigation irmediately following the murder and his
discovery of various physical .evidence'.

hGa o

- Sow

G. Affidavit of Captain R. L. Willians, kenphis
_Police Officer, regardinz inspection of Ray's room in
boarding house end discovery of physicel evidence there.

H. Affidavit of Cordra York, Sr., kemphis sporting
goods dealer, regarding identity of binoculars.

1. 'Affidavit of Jemes D. Hamby, Memphis Police
_Officer, regarding recovery of bullet from Martin Luther .

King's body during autopsy. . ) .

J. Copy of Tennessee indictment of James Earl Ray
for merder of Martin Iuther King.

ST
i

\ X. Certified copy of déath certificate of Martin
Inther King. ) N o .

L. Certified copy of autopsy report on Martin Luther
King. p ’
M. Certified copy of sections of Tennessce lavs.

. N. Certificste of Fred T. Wilkinson, Director of
. the Missouri Department of Corrections, of Hissouri crimi-
nal record of Ray. _ : -

“ 0. Certificate of James H. McAteer, Missouri Clerk
of Court, describing record of conviction and sentence of

an _‘.‘ .

’ . P. Certificate of James C. Kirkpatrick, Missouri | i
. Secretery of State, setting forth Missouri statutes, %'

Q. Affidavit of Fred T. Wilkinson, Director of Missourl
DPepartnent of Corrections, regarding criminal record of Ray

Ty aco2

and certifying that fingerprints and protogrephs attached to ¥

his prior certification were those of Ray. g
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1I. lf2ierial Fro= Private Percons
Accuwmlzicd by the Departuent
of Justice = s rEE OV

A. ATTidavii of Donald F. Hood, gun ralesman,
. Birminghem, Alebama, steling he sold weapon to man in
. atteched pintograzh (Ray).

D. Affidevit of ‘Charles Quit:ran Stephens, resident
of toardin; hous: fron which shot was fired, describing
Ray's ectivities in boarding house. .

c. ridevit of Jares H. Lave, friend of King, who

+ wes also zn employee of the Commnity Relations Service
of the Justice D:partment, who was in the next room froa

5 T
BER A R Ny e T TN A g

& Kinz, describing shot and discovery of King's body.
. . . D. Affidavit of Henrietta Hagenasier, hotel c].c'rk, 1
regarding hotel registration of Ray in Memphls. ‘ ) : g
. rﬁ.' Affidavit of John ¥ebster DeShazo, customer in ; H
Birminzhan gun store, identifyirg attached-photograph-of - o
Ray as man he saw purchase gun. O %
F. Affidavit of Tomas Reyes lau, bartending school C B
operator, identifying attached photograph of Ray as pupil g
he had under alies of Eric Stavro Galt. . - ;;-_J
G. Affidavit of Anna Christine Kelly, Memphis hotel
clerk, regarding Ray's registration at hotel. ’ . 5
... . II.. Material Prepared by the Dcparﬁment ‘ ’ : f
. of Justice for the Signature of FBI _ ‘@
Personnel L Eg Vg Ee e T mem v S .
2 ' ¥
A. Affidovit of Iyndal L. Sheneyfe)$, FBI Agent and ‘B
Protozraphic Bxpert, comparing photographs of James Earl Ray ¢ >
under various slieses and identifying him as the same person. |
B. Affidavit of Ceorge J. Bonebrake, FBI Agent and ‘ ;E.i
i

Fingerprint Expert, comparing fingerprints on purder weapon
and biroculars wvith Ray's fingerprints end identifying them
A es the scae (attaching fingerprint cards as exhibits).

e C. Affidavit of Robert A. Frazier, FBI Agent a'nd
Ballisties Expart, cooparing murder bullet with weapon and
establishing that bullet came from that or a similar weapon. . 5
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Ferphis, des:ibing weapons and physical evidence turncd
over to hiz %y Feizohds Police.

w D. Affdavit of Robert G. Jensen, FBL Agent in (

E. Affidevit of Robert G. Jensen, FBI Agent in
Memphis, with exhibits, deccribing registra.tion card of

Zric S. Galt (Ray) at hotel.

F. Affidovit of James H! Mortim»r, FBI Agent and
- Handuriting Specialist, with handwriting exhibits,
identifying signature on hotel registration card as
same as docunenbs at partending school. :

. G. Affidavit of Theodore J. A'Hearn, FBI Agent in
Ins Angeles, regarding Lau's 1dentiﬂcation or photographs
of Galt (Ray).
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