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An article appeared in the *Washington Post, " §/29/66, under byline
of Richard Harwood, in which questions are raised about the findings of the
President's Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy, Questions
are based on material in two new books on the assassination, '"Whitewash, "
by Harold Weisberg and "Inquest,* by Edward J. Epstein, The article
relates that the greatest source of controversy and doubt over the integrity of
the Commission's report in the minds of Weisberg and Epstein was the
unpublished FBI document dated 12/9/63, that contains "a {inding" which would
almost certainly have led to the conclusion Oswald had an accomplice, Our
12/9/63 and 1/13/64 reports sent to the Commission are now located in the
National Archives and are available to the public,

. . ]

The article points out that our 12/9/63, report states the bullet which
wounded President Kennedy in the shoulder did not exit from his body and our
supplemental report of 1/13/64, indicated medical examination of the
Pxesident's body indicated the bullet which entered the President’s back had

, . pepetrated to a distance less than a finger length, The article contended L
N these statements are in direct conflict with the official autopsy report made ./
i by doctors at the Bethesda, Maryland, Naval Hospital, who stated that ' /’
thebullet which struck the President in the lower neck passed through his

body and came out through his throat. The article infers, based upon
Weisberg's and Epstein's books, that the discrepancy belween the FBI reports
and the autopsy report is crucial for the Commission's conclusion that

Oswald acted alone is right only if the autopsy report is right, and wrony if

the FBI report is right, The authors conclude that if the bullet did not pass
through President Kennedy's neck causing Governor Connally's wound,

a sccond assassin must have been involved, since the time sequence would

have prevented Oswald (rom g)etting off :Lszec‘o{r}c; ?s(hgt two seconds,
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Memorandum to Mr, Deloach
Re: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT
JOIIN FITZGERALD KENNEDY

There are no discrepancies in the Burcau's reporting of this matter, -
On 11/22/63, doctors at the Bethesda Naval Hospital conducted an autopsy on
President Kennedy's body. Information set forth in our 12/9/63, and 1/13/64,.
reports was based upon oral information furnished on 11/22/63, by the doctor
performing the autopsy. Initially, the doctors were of the opinion the bullet
which entered his back had not exited from the front. The doctors determined
‘'subsequently their initial findings were influenced by the fact that the doctors
‘at Parkland Hospital in Dallas had made an incision near the President's
! throat in order to perform a tracheotomy, This incision was made at the exit
. point of the bullet, thereby eliminating any visible evidence of the exit hole
' made by the bullet, In addition, the examining physicians subsequently
determined the bullet, after entering the President's back. actually passed
belween two large muscles (thus resulting in the initial determination that
the wound was less than a finger length in depth). Thereafter, the bullet
bruiscd a portion of the right lung and ripped the windpipe in its path through
the President's neck, . :

A copy of the official aulopsy report was furnished to the Bureau on
12/23/63, by Secret Service; however, no dissemination was made of the find-
ings because of the request by the President's family to keep the autopsy report
confidential, Results of the autopsy were therefore not made public until the
Commission submitted its report on 9/24/64,

. The article further alleges that the Agents attending the autopsy obtained
their information based on hearsay and that the Agents left the autopsy before
the doctors had completed their examination, Botlh statements are'false, Our
Ageénts obtained their information from the head pathologist and remained in
hheiautopsy room until the physical examination was completed, o

%; " The article further states that the basic error (the bullet did not exit
thei President's body) was repeated in our 1/13/64, rcport,’ which unaccountably
acknowledies there was an exit wound in the President®s throat, " This again
is fhaccurate, Our 1/13/64, report sets forth examination of the President's
clothing indicating there was a small hole in the back of his coat and shirt
and that there was a slit in the front of his shirt which had the characteristics
of an exit hole for a bullet, Report also indicated there was a nick on the

Ileft side of the tie knot, which was possibly caused by the same projectile
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Memorandum to Mr, Dcloach . ‘ )
Re: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT - . o L BT e
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY B R L

\ as it passed through the shirt, It would appear the statement concerning"
the medical examination of the President's body indicating the bullet . -~ -
had penetrated to a distance of less than a finger'length was incorporated . -
in this report in order to point out the apparent conflict between the o
information originally furnished by medical authorilies on 11/22/63, and

the results of our Laboratory's examination of the President's clothing,
which indicated a bullet had exited his body, It is noted the Warren o
Commission report subsequently concluded a bullet had exited the President's i
body as reflected in the official autopsy report and as incorporated in o
the Commission's report,

Based on the above, it is evident the assumplions made by Weisberg
and Epstein are inconclusive and erroneous, since they have extracted only
those ilems from the. President's Commission report that bolster their own
theories and hypotheses leading to their conclusions,

ACTION:
‘ This is subm!jt‘tged for information,
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Memorandum to Mr, Deloach
Re: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY

' DETAILS |

Pl

An article appeared in "The Washington Post," on '5/29/66, Sunday
Edition, undecr the byline of Richard: Harwood, captioned I'An Inquest:
Skeptical Postscript to Warren Group's Report on Assassination, " The -
article relates the President's Commission on the Assassination of President
Kennedy Report is now under attack by scholars and writers who believe the :
Commission's findings are marred by conjecture and by inconsistencies which
the Commission was unable to resolve. ’ ' S S

The article relates to grave doubts about the competence of the
Commission's work whigh are raised in two new books on the.assassination -
T"Whitewash' by Harold Weisberg ‘and YInquest" by Edward J& Epstein. The

Y”»arlicle revealed perhaps the greatest source of controversy and doubt over
.'the integrily of the report in the minds of Weisberg and Epstein, was the

unpublished FBI document which was a five-volume report from the FBI
dated 12/9/63, that contains "a finding" which would almost certainly have
led to the conclusion that Oswald had an accomplice in the assassinations
This report was located in the National Archives. The controversy arises in
connection with the report that the bullet which wounded President Kennedy
in the shoulder did not exit {rom his body and the supplemental report of
the FBI on 1/13/64, indicated medical examination of the President's bocy
indicated the bullet which entered the President's back had penctrated to a
distance of less than a finger's length, Further, the article revealed that
one of the bullets entered below the shoulder to the right of the spinal
column at an angle of 45 to 60 degrees downward and that there was no point

" of exit and further the bullet was not in the body.

L It was contended this statement is in direct contradiction to the official
aufopsy report from the Bethesda Naval Hospital wrilten the last week in
Nk{vember, 1963, which indicated that the bullet - which struck the President
inithe lower neck passed through his body and came out his throat, The
article infers that the discrepancy belween the FBI report and the autopsy
report is crucial for the Commission's conclusion that Oswald acted alone

is right only if the autopsy report is right and wrong if the FBI report is right.

: The article continues, "L a bullet did not pass through President
Kenaedy's neck and cause Gove Connally's wounds, a second assassin must

have been involved.
o
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Memorandum to Mr, Deloach .
Re: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY

. ’ _:‘.:,,4_.p. doa b
Lo

“"This is so because films of the assassination proved conclusively ’

that Mr, Kennedy and Mr, Connally were wounded within a period of one-half

second, at the minimum, and less than two seconds at the maximum, .

“It was physically impossible for a sniper to fire two rounds in that
flash of time from a bolt-action rifle of the type Oswald used, Thus, either
Mr. Kennedy and Mr, Connally were struck by the same bullet or two men
fired two nearly simultaneous bullets, * . . =

There are no discrepancies in the Bureau's reporting of this matter,
Initially, a five-volume report relating to the assassination of President
Kennedy was furnished to Chief Justice Warren on 12/9/63, followed by a
supplemental report dated 1/13/64, These are the two reports which are

. purportegl to be in contention with the official autopsy report concerning

Presiden Kennedy,

It is specifically pointed out the President's Commission on the

: Assassination of President Kennedy Report clearly states that "of principal

' importance was the five-volume report of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,

submitted on December 9, 1963, which summarized the results of the
investigation conducted by the Bureau fmmediately after the assassinations by

! !

The newspaper article indicated that our December, 1963 report
revealed the bullet that wounded President Kennedy in the shoulder did not
exit from his body. This, in substance, is true, Our 12/9/63, report
states "Immediately after President Kennedy and Governor Connally were
admitled to Parkland Memorial Hospital, a bullet was found on one of the
stretchers (subsequently determined this bullet was found on Connally*'s
stretcher). Medical examination of the President's body revealed that one

~off the bullets had entered just below his shoulder to the right of the spinal

column at an angle of 45 to 60 degrees downward, that there was no point of
ex}t, and that the bullet was not in the body. An examination of this bullet
byithe FBI Laboratory determined that it had been fired from the rifle
owned by Oswald, " -

Our supplemental report dated 1/13/64, under “FBI Laboratory
Examinations, " concerncd information relating to bullets used in the
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Memorandum to Mr., Deloach
Re: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT
. JOHN FITZGERALD KEN_NEDY

v

. i ,‘

assassination of President Kennedy and the examination of the President!
clothing concerning a small hole in the back of his coat and a slit appearing

in the front of his shirt approximately 6 inches below the top of the collar and

2 inches to the right of the middle seam of the coat, Contained in this informa-
tion was the comment "medical examination of the President's body had '
revealed that the bullet which entered his back had penetrated to a distance

of less than a finger length, *

The confusion appears to exist around this comment as our examination
of the President's clothing indicated an entrance wound in his back and an
exit wound in his shirt which had the characteristic of an exit hole fora

‘projectile,

The initial findings of the doctors performing the autopsy of the
President on 11/22/63, at the Bethesda Naval Hospital, were verbally made
to two of our Agents who observed the autopsy. The doctors' statement to
our Agents appears in the report of SA Robert P, Gemberling dated 12/10/63,
captioned "Lee Harvey Oswald, aka,' commencing on page 281 (105-82555,
Section 12, Part II), It was reported the body of President Kennedy was
X-rayed and photographed, which revealed a path of a missile which appeared
to enter the back of the skull and the path of disintegrated fragments could
be observed along the right side of the skull, During the latter stages of this
autopsy Commander James J. Humes, Chief Pathologist, Bethesda Naval
Hospital, who conducted the autopsy, located an opening which appeared to be

-a bullet hole, which was below the shoulders and two inches to the right of

the middle line of the spinal column, This opening was probed by Dr, Humes
wilh the finger, at which time it was delermined the trajectory of the missile
entering at this point had entered at a downward position of '45 to 60 degrces, "
Fur l_lmer probing determined that the distance traveled by this missile was a
shont distance, inasmuch as the end of the opening could be felt with the

fing‘gr by Dr, Humes, No bullet could be located in the back or any other area
of the body as determined by total X-rays and inspection revealing there was
no point of exit and the medical personnel performing the autopsy were at

a loss to explain why they could find no bullets, ' , EEURN

This information was telephonically furnished to the Bureau Laboratory,
at which time a Laboratory Supervisor advised the Laboratory had received
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Memorandum to Mr, Deloach
Re: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY °

through Sccret Service, information that a bullet had been found on a stretcher
in the emergency room of the Parkland Hospital, Dallas, Texas, Immediately
following the receipt of this information it was made available to Dr, Humes,
who advised “that in his opinion this accounted for no bullet being located
which had entered the back region and that since external cardiac massage.
had been performed at Parkland Hospital, it was entirely possible that =
through such movement the bullet had worked its way back out of the point of
entry and had fallen on the stretcher,*

Also during the latter stages of the autopsy a Small piece of skull was

' furnished to Dr, Humes, who determined one corner of the section revealed

minute metal particles, An inspection of this same area disclosed a chipping
of the lop portion of this piece, both of which indicated that this had becn
the point of exit of the bullet entering the skull, -

On the basis of the developments, Dr, Humes at that time stated the

' patlern was clear that one bullet entered the President’s back and had wotrked

its way out during external cardiac massage and that a second high velocity
bullet entered the rear of the skull and had fragmentized prior to exit
through the top of the skull. He, therefore, attributed the death of the
President to a gunshot wound in the head, :

It is to be pointed out that information relating to the official autopsy
report of the President was not made public until the Cominission's report

_ was released on 9/24/64, In a memorandum Mr, Rosen to Mr. Belmont,

12/24/63, (62-109090-68) it is pointed out that the President's family indicated
a strong desire to keep the autopsy report as confidential as possible, It :
w3s recommended and approved that the copy of the autopsy report be main-
ta?:cd in Bureau files but that no further dissemination of it be made at that
time,

, The Commission specifically pointed out, when released, the autopsy
examination further disclosed that the bullet after entering the President,
passed between two large muscles, It bruised a portion of the right lung,
ripped the windpipe (trachea) in its path through the President's neck, The
surgeon concluded the wounds were caused by the bullet rather than the
trachcotomy performed at Parkland Hospital, Further, doctors concluded
the bullet exited from the front portion of the President’s neck that had been
cut away by the tracheotomy, .

-6- _ CONTINUED - OVER.
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Memorandum to Mr, Deloach
Re: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY :

s i ya
Thereafter, when the conclusion was made the bullet passed through -
the President's neck, the doctors at Bethesda Naval Hospital rejected the
theory the bullet lodged in the large muscle in the back of the President's
neck and fell out through the point of entry when external heart massage was
applied in the Parkland Hospital, The Commission clearly pointed out in
the early stages of the autopsy the surgcons were unable to find a path into
any large muscle in the back of the President's neck and at that time they
did not know there had been a bullet hole in the front of the President's neck
when he arrived at the Parkland Hospital because the tracheolomy insertion

“had completely eliminated that evidence,

When the surgeons learned of the location of the bullet this led to the
speculation it might have penetrated a short distance and then dropped out
" as a result of external heart massage, Their further exploration during the
autopsy disproved this theory, Dr. Humes, who believed the tracheotomy
had been performed, based on his later observations, on the morning of
11/23/63, telephoned Dr, Malcolm O, Perry in Dallas, Texas, who was one. ' .
of the attending physicians at Parkland Hospital, and learned that his '
assumplion was correct that Dr, Perry had used the missile wound in the
President's neck as the point to make the incision; therefore confirming
Dr. Humes' conclusion that the bullet had exited from the front part of the
President's neck, .

Based on these professional findings the President's Commission
! _arrived at its conclusion, It is obviously evident that the assumptions made
by Weisberg and Epstein are inconclusive and erroneous, as they have
extracted only those findings from the President's Commission that would
bolster their own theories and hypotheses which led to their conclusions,
{

| 1t is further pointed out that they have attributed results of investi-
gation to the FBI as all-conclusive rather than the fact that we reported
only that information which was furnished to us by authoratitive physicians,
which was for the specific use of Chief Justice Warren, members of the
President's Commission and Atlorney General Nicholas deB, Katzenbach,

-whg at that time was the Deputy Attorney General,
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Memorandum to Mr, Deloach
Re: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT

JOIIN FITZGERALD KENNEDY

The article further alleges that the Agents attending the autopsy -
obtained their information based on hearsay and that the Agents left the
autopsy before the doctors had completed their examination. Both
statements are false, Our Agents obtained their information from the head

- pathologist and remained in the autopsy room unhl the physical examination

|
{
|

was completed,
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private
sught in to help continued
eir private professional
tivitics and gave little
ne to the inquiry.

Amoag the working staff,
slein reveals, there were
wer disapreements about
o credibility of wilnesses,
out the quality of the evi-
-nce compiled by Govern-
ent agencies, and about
e ullimate wording and
,nclusions of the Report

sI's Unpublished Report

Perhaps the greatest
ource of contlroversy and
oubt over the integrity of
ne Report—at least in the
ninds of Epstrin and Weis-
werg—was Lhe unpublished
+Bl document, which is now
n the National Archives.
. 1t states categorically that
»medical examination of the
Fresideatl’s  body revcated
that onej of the bullets had
entered just below his
shoulder to the right of the
spinal column at an angle of
45 to 60 degrics downward.

that therg was no oint o(
exit, an at the bulielwas

not in the body.™ | ___

This statement is_in dircet

Sradichon to the olficial

' autopsy report from the Be-
thesda Naval Iospital, writ-
ten_the last week in Novem-
ber, that the bulict which
struck the President in the
Jower neck passed throuch
his body and came out his
throat. The aulopsy report
said:

~The missile conlused the
strap muscle of the right
side of the neck damaged
the trachea (windpipe) and

v made fls exit through the
antcrior (front) surface of
the neck.”

The discrepancy belween
the FB! report and the
autopsy rcport is erucia), for
the Commission’s conclusion
that Oswald acted alone is
right enly if the autopsy re-
port is right, and wrong il
the FBI report is right

~If a bullet did not pass

through President Ken-

nedyts neck and cause Gov.

. | Connally’s qunds.nsocond

assassin musi have been in
volved. :

This is L0 because
the assassination

films of
proved

conclusively that Mr. Ken- |

nedy and Mr. Connally were
wounded within a period of
one-half sccond, at the mini-
mum, and less than two
scconds at the maximum.

It was physically Impos-
<ible for a sniper to fire two

Y
i+ {rounds in jhat flagh _of time
: dl_\;acliomf_

from a
JILLA LIS

—xn C e

. \h
lhﬂﬂ! aald used Thus
cillicr M. nennédy and Mr.
Connally were struck by the
same bullet or two men fired
two ncarly simullancous
bullets. .,

Bolh Epslein and \Weisberg
argue that the first possibil-
itly—two wounds from a sin-
gle shot—is dispruved by
the evidence llself and that

volved who remains free.
Indcpendent study of the
. evidence does not necessar-
ilv lcad to the same con-
clusion. although there is
suhstantial testimony other
,than the FBl report that
raiscs grave questions about
the manncr in which Gov.

- w.»-.“.’-.~u

Connally was wounded.

This evidence is of such

weight that Scn. Russell, ac--
cording o Epsiein, “report-
cdiy said that he would not
sign a Report which con-
cluded that both men were
hit by the same bullet Sen.
(John Sherman) Cooper (R-
Ky.) and Rep. (Hale) Boges
(D-La) tended to agree with
Russcll's position.”
Accordi 1y, the C’?mmis--
sion was forced to hedge Mts
forcrusin by sayiAZ That
the evidence, while not cer-
lain, was “very pcrsuasive
... lo indicale that the samc
bullet which picrced the
President's throat also
caused Governor Connally’s
wounds.”

(Conzressman Bozos said
any implication by Epstein
that the Commission Wwas
divided on its ullimate con-
clusions is wrong. There
were many discussions in-
vohiinz many poiats of evi-
dence, he said, but the find-
ings were unanimous.

(Scns. Russcll and Cooper
were out of the cily and
could nat be recached for
comment.)

The reasons for the Com:
mitsion’s uncertainty on this
vital point are well docu-
mented:

(1) Gov. Connally, who
was conscious when  all
three shots were fired, told
the Commission he could
aol have been wounded by
the bullet that struck Mr.
Kennedy in the neck: “IL is
not conceivable to me that
|1 could have been hit by
' rhc first butlet ... Obviously,

at least the major wound
that I took in the shoulder
through the chest couldn't
have been anything but the
ocond shot.”

4y (2 Two ol the three patho-
} &M_"‘ - _sho upcrf_e""" ] ‘._.he
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a sccond assassin was In- "l‘ (1) The FRI's principa\
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aulopsy op the l'r!:g:__\ﬂ(-
Commander James J- Hu | l
! and 1L Col. Picrre Finck,
l an authority on gunshot
! wounds—testified that it
- was cither *unlikely” or
“jmpossible” that the wound
jn  President K.canedy's
neck and the wounds Gov.
Connally sustaincd wcre
causcd by the same bullet.

ballistics expert, Robert
Frazicr, lold the Commis-
sion: “I mysell don't have
any evidence which would
pcmit me lo say one way
or the other, in other words
which would support it (the
theory that Mr. Kennedy
and Mr. Connally were hit
by a single shol) as far as
my rendering an opinion as
an cxpert. 1 would certainly
say it was possible but | §
don't say it probably oc
curred . o o

< () After reporling on Dee.
9, 1963, that the butlet that
wounded Mr. Kennedy in
the shoulder did not exit
from his body, the FBI on
Jan. 13, 1964, issued a sup-

plemental report on the
. President’'s wounds which
' stated:

“Mecdical cxamination of
the President’s body had
revealed that the bullet
which entered his back had
pencirated to a distance ol
less than a finger length”

(5) On Dec. 18, 1963, The
Washington Fost and other
newspapers reported on the
basis of rumors from Dal-
" las. that the first bullet to

sirike the President “was

found dcep in his shoulder.™

This peport was confirmed

prior (o publication by the

‘FBL

The cumulative effect of

. these various slalements
was fo raise very 'considc:-"
alite "doubt abou e prin-
cipal conclusion of the War-
ren Commission: that “the
shots which kilicd President

Kennedy and wounded Gow-

ernor Connally were fired

by l.ee Harvey Oswald.™

They have no bearing on
QSu-ald's Icvolvement but, -
if true, {hcy point unmis-
takcably to the involvement

L of at least one olher assas-

1 sin.

The commission handled
this crucial prodlem, in ef-
fect, by rendering a highly
misleading verdiet:

. “Although it is not necess
sary to any essential findinzs
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mine just which shot hit
Gav. Connally, theee is very
persuasive cvidence  from
the experts to indicate that
the xame hullet which
picrced the President’s
throat also causcd Gov. Con-
palty’s wounds. However,
Gov. Connally's \cstimony
and ceitain other factors
have given rise to some dif-
ference of oplnion as to this
probability but there is no
question in the mind of any
member of the Commission
that all the shots which
caused the Fresident’s and
Gov. Connally’s wounds were
fircd from the sixth floor
window of the Texas School
Boak Depository.™
Contrary to what the Com-
mission reported, it was not
only “nccessary™ but abso-
lutely cssential to delerming
which shot hit the Governor.
“To say that they were

" hit by scparate bullets.”

Norman Redlich of the
Commission staff told Ep-
slein, “is synoaymous with
saying that therc were iwo
assassins.” -

e .- *
Specter Had Responsibilily

One of the rcasons the
Commission had difficully
with this problem was that
while, on paper, 31 mica, in-
cluding the seven members
of the Commission, were
encaged in the investiza-
tion, “the entire task as
certaining (he basic facts of
the assassination fell upon
one lawyer—Arlen Specler.
Specter,” according to Ep-
stcin, “had tae responsibil-
ity for determining  the
sources of the shots, the
number of assassins, the
exact manner in which the
President and Gov. Connal-
ly were shot, and the se-
quence of events—in short,
all the facts of the assassina-
tion.”

Spceter read mountainous
stacks of rcports and con-
ducled the examination of
key . witnesses  befare the
Commission. But Specler’s
independent  investigation,
Fpstein  reports, consisted
of nothing maore than inter-
views with 28 doctors and
other medical personncl at
Parkland Hespital in Dallas,
none of whom had any ther-
ourh knowledze of the Pre-
sident’s wounds. “With en¢
minor exceplion,” says X1
stein, “these intervicws com-
prised Specter’s entire ficld
investipation of ‘lhe basic
facts of the assassication.’ ™
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Sgomr oreover,  was

i g___&—--
Fan der constanl pressure

rom the Commission — ag
vere all members of the
taff—to complcte his work
sy June 1, which was the ar-
sitrary dcadline chosen by
he Commission.
Jeadline Extended

The dcadline was nol met
ind Chief Justice Warren,
weording 1o Epstein, - “re-
ortedly Jost his temper and
{cmanded that (Howard)
JYillens (the staff dircctor)

-lose down the Investigation

.mmcdialcly.” The dcadline,

n the end, was extended to
July 15, then Yo Aug. &, and
then into  Scptember, de-
spite Epstein says, pressure
from McGeorge Bundy at
the White llouse and mem-
bers of the Cominission to

. complete the report well in

advance of the presidential

clection. .
Specter  developed the

theory that a single butlet
must have wounded hoth Mr.
Kennedy and Mr. Connally
and he filled the record wilh
testimony that supports his
hypothesis. -
He never entircly con-
vinced the Cominission that
his theory was correct, in
parl because of the frequent
absence of Commissioners
from the hcarings. Nor did
he convince Epstein and
Weisbera, in part because
his evidenee was so scat-
tered through the 26 vol-
umns that it was hard to
‘picc: logether., .. o
© ~Thus, it was possible for
-a readcr—or‘a member of
the Warren Commission—o
ifind in the hegrings evidence
!to support alinost any con-
clusion, even’ contradiclory,
conclusions. Some of the
,contradiclions are relalively
simple Lo resolve, however.
The first oné invalves the
~redibility of lpc ¥FBI report
of Dcc. 9, which states that
the bullel which struck Me.
Kennedy's shoulder did nol
cave his body.
}  This report, the FBI said
last week, was based on the
medical evidence at  that
PLime. Bul there is other evi-
dence that it was based on
nothing more than hcarsay.
The autopsy on the Presic
aentl bezan  at  Bethesda
Naval Hospital at about 8
o'clock the night of Now. 22,
Wound Confused Doclors.
+ Two FBI agents who were
pregent _overheprd, N

- .
Humes DI, Finck and Dr.

”~
A

J. T.( ell specunlate abeut
the, M4 .g;genl's"’mﬁ'ﬂﬁer
wound. The doclors were
confused by it because an
incision made in the front
of the President's throat in
Dallas obscured the exit
wound.

Before the three doclors

at Bethesda had completed

the aulopsy and before they
had traced the path of the
bulict fiom the President's
shoulder to his throat, the

_FBI ob<ervers left the room

and called in a report that
the bullct had not passed
through the Iresident’s

body.

.tlacredibly, this verbal re-
port hecame the basis of the
erroncous statement that ap-
pears in the Dee. 9, five-vol-
ume summary submitied to
the Warren Commission.

The official aulopsy report
which contradicts the FBI
was in the hands of the Se-
cret Service, not the Bureau,
and may ncver have been
supplicd lo the FBIL.

In any case, the basic er-
ror was repeated in the Jan.
113 rcport from the FBI
which  unaccountably .ac-

an exil wound in the Presi-
rent's throat.

The sccond contradiction
involves the conflicting.
medical testimony on the
likelihood that one bullet

|

}\\'ounﬂod both Mr. Kennedy

and Mr. Connally.

The bullet which caused
these wounds was found and
was virtually intaet. It
weiched about 158 grains, as

against an original weighl of
about 161 grains

Commander Humes and
LU Col. Finck, the presi-
dential autopsists, doubted
that this bulict could have
caused all of Gov. Connal-
Iy's wounds because they
had read a medical report
from Dallas describing the
presence of frazmeats In
his wrist wound. Thus, they
thouzht the bullel must
have been hroken into frag-
ments rather than emerging
intact.

They were unaware that
these fragmens were mine
iscule and that Connally's
principal surgcon, Dr. Rob-
crt Shaw, was convinced that
the intact hulict did cause
the wounds. The “frap-
wents” it left in the Govers
nor's body were thin shav.
ings, not much largee than
dust particles.

The final problem —Gov.
Connally's own recollection

Qf_»hal, happeped~casnot

b he dusnssed.

Xnowledges that there was N

oy o e gy At g e e St or

But his surgcon, wa_!.
KT &n cxplanation for that,
too. It Is not uncommon, he
testified, for people to sul-
foer a wound without know-
ing It immediately.

This would account for
Mr. Connally's belicf that

he was not hit by the first
bullet and this explanation
is consistent with the
Governor's failure to hcar
the “second shot”™ which he
belicved caused his wound
and his recollection of the
final shot which smashed the
President’s skull,

The *“sinzlcshot™ theory
developed by Specter and
the Commission. in other
words, is not refuled by the
apparcnt inconsistencics in
the record which Weisbere
and Epstecin recite.

And so0 long as that theory
holcs up, assumptions that
there was a sccond. assassin
in Dallas, on Ngy. 22 _san

only assumptions.

b tes detabie ba e -
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DISAGREEMENT—~The Warrea Commis-  leaves some questions open, with the re-
sjon’s report on the assassination of Pres; suly _that books and articles continue (o
_ident rcnnedy‘_tor all jts_detail, still __debate the fnvestigalion’s findings,
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