) - . Harold Weisberg
Ma, Wing Sng, editor 7827 Old Recaiver Rd.

;;olcw"‘:rhjl_ggt o Fredarick, MD 21702
1150 15 St, 1 hray
Washington, DC 20071

Dear Ms. Ring,

For Bobert Sklar's teaching of cinema studies at YU and and more reviews he
writes like that q,bfut Darryl Zanuck he neuds to brush up a bit &bL;hu% what ended
that well-intended but misdirected Senate investigation of Hollywood w}auegfﬁy
intending to got us in World var II. In ¥act Zanuck had little to do with

bringingwhat had turned into a propaganda investigation to an end than you
dide 4nd much less than 1 did.

Senatpr Uerald llye, a Hepublican, of North Dakota, ran that investigation.
He had conducted the important and often sensational investigation of the
munitions industry. (For which my wife was assistaMt editor.) Nye was a friendly,
sincere and conscientious man. Jknew him. de let me use his offite safe when &
was editor of the lenate Civil Liberties Committee (1936-9).We had no safe.

When I was in New York City, after returning to writing, a friend @n tbe
leWspaper @uild office took me to the press club, He introduced me to tlg; man who
was doing publicity for the coming Edmard Y, Hobinson movie, "Confesaim;s of a ﬁ/

Nazi Spy," Wellington Hoe. R?E aslked for my @ help with Washington promotions and

I arranged a super-spectacular one for him, W
N AL
Nye's then administrative assistant, Ypike Hauviousi and I had bent elbows

of ten ez@ugh afternoons in the Carroll Arms bar. Nye had introduced a bill
to prohibit the wearing of uniforms by groups like the one he really aimed at,
the pro-Hitler German -American “und. I suggested t'(—;: Spike that the movie would
help get tha} bill passed if “ye sponsored a preview of it in Washington. He and
“ye agreedand they arranged for tlhat movie to ureMew, to an invited audience only,
in the ﬁ{?artment of Labor auditorium,

iW
“his was some fime before the Senate movie investization.

In those years I also knew people on Warner Brothers Washington staff,



particularly Frank La Ialce (right), who headed public rolations, His office was
; A avrangl

on the toy floor of the E%rle Luilding. I brought him and Hauviouws together(Tor
that preview for top government and otihier important people.

(Paul Porter, who had been an FUU commissioner, had his‘-;l.-a;r office on
that floor and near Frank's. I think he handled the Warner law Wbrk in Washington

n. 1 kney him, later he was one of ny lawyerd. }‘-Q Wtd & %ng é‘M/ﬂ/(/\V(
Arn\d oad Pkh ) |

Hye was the big wheel in the Senate movie investiration. J% and 5]xi.lm by
then had forgotten about their part in prombtim_g that {obinson novie. in ﬁct, with
Horry Warner on the stand, lye went after him with vigor over the alleged war
incitation of that very movie, "Confessions of a Nazi 8py." When Warner had
a¢ little to say in response) after that day's hearing I went to Frank's office and
reminded hin. Ha, too, had forgotten! lie rushed out to get to Warner and his
staff and lawyers inperticular to tell them this story. Before the next day's
hearing Warner had it firmly in rmind.

He then recounted to the Senate and to the country how Hye had sponsored the
very movie he now claimed was aimed at g ctting us into the war!

#nd that was the end of that investlation, as vour morgue will show, L am
sure, if there is @ access to those years pf it. |

It was not Zanuck, who nay have testified emactly as Sklar says. 1t was
Yya's record that did “ye's investigation in, ended it, as your morgue will
also show, | am confident.

ly recollection is not clear on one aspect but 1 believe that the movie
investigation was developing anti-Senitic overtones.

Hy initial interest was anti-litler and that is why I arranged for that
unusual and very effective promotion. .

Feol free to forward tids to Sklar. If you wewld like to \Jse any of it, feel

free to cut and edit. Please tell Sklar that if' he wants to talk to me more about

that to do it before supperiime, by which time, feeble ns I now am at £4 and in

; 1 ually abed. Sincere Harold Weisber,
impatfed health, L'm usually a 1y, 4 //Q bé’w‘/\—-\



