10/8/71

Doar sed,

whils faidng uy wali, amy thinkdn: tinc, it ocured %o me that now ag you ar: to us
some of .iat 4 huve been sending you recently might frdjshten youe v0, of course, should,
tha ¢ widch frightons me. But the rest is differvnt, and that I adiress, with some explanation
for which I fecl * mus. take time, for there are thing. you uave not had the tirc to learn,
soue you might not on your own detect, And, of course, to reas;urc YOoUe having overcoue
yesterday's crises und had a night's sleep, Ly wind was Tuirly clear as I wallkede

Let mc begin wit  the worsite I did :ot exag erate thu evil potuntial of wiat inpendse
Hor was its imuinence unkuown to ne. Uuly a major, crucinl deteil was unknovm, that sershall
had given his assente I hsve reread the porvision: of the contract, aund uy pepresentations
to Cyril are accur.te. it can give ascent, but fhoads, or whoever controls hiu decisions,
wigktes theme Jeccusce I was awsre of the potential when I first heard that Lyril wus going
to file, and, oi coursc, considering the relationship between us, I was stwwned that he would
kecp this gecret rrom me, at the first convenicnt op orbunity, pe:».'h:';ps too subtly, perhaps
underestinating what epo and tiat longed-for taste of the .ueen bec's sectur can do to
otherwise fine and docent people, 1 jave hiu: an aliernativee. &t is one that eliminates all

&3 the existing hazard, outs everything in pergpective, onc to khich I uwade no reference in

R the long letter I gent hime I can return to it ifhe reascts properly, if he enguges in soule

] searching, i he ic willing to discuss a difierent ap roach (and for it the availability

& of toe couplete work in indispensiblc, for “verything we do sust be accospanie. with overwhelming
\i backstop dng). If he doesn't, it is an alt rnative to which we can give thioughte I went you

b and Gary to do no more than thiak zvout this and to discuss it with nobody clse for the time

v beinge That is to bring charges leading toward disauceredidstion a ainst =1l thosee vualificd

in forensic pathology before that bourd. I will not take tine for explaining thic now but

I Wil it you desire., shere is too muchb worlk sod too nuch denend on i i with what I

now must regard as greater urgency, sut the thing that s ould e nout obviou. i that thds,

. and not luporperly, takes tic Focus of . $hw seunedy fandly and tho nembers of the Vorcissione

v It iz the correct perspeciive on overything coa.ecte. with the auto #8¥e “ouver's trunsgresaiona

are inherunt, bul evil as he hac been, even he is subordinate to this. IT Yecht does not
Join in this, ».rhaps others will, perhaps 1 cun fimi a way of doing it alonc. Supiccially
if £ can get a rood lawycr to hielp.

there are other poszibilitiese I stili think the .reater liselihoud 1. Glat Cyrdl
- will be turned dowie lowover, here I ooy wilcrentiocte thw SOVCITL dhat & an, vasically,
depending upon Xk is the urgent necd oi' tho lover—echelon, oucraving puolie in Bk JOVO M
ment who Lave thoir selfigh interests to pritect; and the luck of deep wecrstanding of the
potential for them of the policy mukems. LI they consult %uver, he will want everything kopt
quicte But 1°regt my hope in a lack of brishtness and perception on the mpeskkpolicy luvel
and gelf-interest belou that,

the pogsibilitics that can follow this ar. two: Curil can neke a stinig, sith Sud's
lusty help, or he can be silent and hoyc to continue working behind the scenes. liere you
shoula understand that not without ample causc Cyril wantts Fisher's bloods Fisher has becon
rotten with him, and Cyril's do ire ror personal and professional revenge is not worse

thatt natural and hucane Unfortunately, 1 have more that nrmed him well for this, anc there

is nothing I can do to disarm him, e can get risher, I hope he wants to do tlds wnous to
talk to ue, for Pisher siould »ay for wiat he has dones ot =m0 uuch Yor hat he lias done
behind the scenes to Cyril but for what he has done to socictye If it i ri_ht for o man to
go to Jeil for stealing a loaf of bread, then it is wore right thas something should hapnen
to Figher, I had worked out a formuls for this, but changing need.. wil situations provented
mwy doing more then makings full preparation. I can still continue ot any times I can Tile

not for the autopsy poctures snd Xerays but for all the panel's rav moterialse The legal
difference is cnormouse again, I don't take tine, L ask you to take this on trust. But it

is established in law in such things as the american Lail Lines v “uliek decision,  here I
spoticd ite Per se, whother or not legally subjeet to the comtract, thds f£ilm is properly

iz une o suit under FOI as porsonal or medical rocordse Low.ver, with .y ap roach, the
government has, under the law, walved all such rightse low? By use by the pemels In tuds sult,

i



I could call #i-her as a witnesue I think uary bas all my earlier correspondence on this,

b ut I strously discourage your taking any tine ror it. iowover, 1 digress to tell you that
in the brief adiighidn 1 will waie to tie pancl part, 1 willl use ny correspondence with Fisher.
Lou will s.o that I led his into adwigcion that all the panel drafts were destroyed and that
he, personslly, destroyed tanem, .ith dromley's agreenent,

If there is a stink, any version of PUST LOADLI that is ia eudately avellablewill
becoue the country'. hottest literary property and it will be as indispensible to the
urgent Kennedy need ags to establishment of truthe But wil. there be a stink?bespitc the
obvious comercial and literary good it can and will do wme, I think I pust .cnd every.
effort to cither avpiding it or delayin;; it. &y doubt is not because of how well I can
ki predict Bude I kuow him better than he kaows hiuself on this subjecte *t will bLe his
intent, and he way have tulied Cyril into it already. Thosc who have but slight contact with
~ hinm are impressed, for he waits until ho feels he hag the confidence of poopic before he

discloges the recal wildness that lurks wder that calm, swi,in; esteriore It is with
Cyril tuat I am uncertuin, and this is the reason I took the time for so long a letter to
hime He is a cat of differcnt ancestry and instincte. I it is Iis desire to aake a stink or
if he goes alon; with sud's, then we will have real problems because he enjoys an earned
excellent profcssional reputation and few of tic press have yet seen through sud, who they
remember only frow his days on the Hill, where he was \through influence, not ability) counsel
to a Benate subcomnitteces e dovsn't really have much on the ball, and is so wnsurc of his
own legal thinking that he has relied upon rirst me, then Jim, and now both of us for his
Jegel thinking in the ilay cases Lou can find the long mwmos i have done for iim on this
3 at each juncture, and until the proceeding iu Jackson, Wenn \u.reported, so fer as 4 kiow)
on Vednesday, did this on uvery cese. Hven here he asked me to discuss it with hin “uesday,
‘ ~th: ay before he went there, and we did, albeit In the presence of a reporter Irom “hicagoe
1

Thig dependance upon others, eopecislly a nonelawyer, gulls him secrotlye

ihere ic uu% i u};‘hix-‘*' 1z to bu done on all of tudls, wnd I'li do as iuch ac I cane One
of the things that @ e Lo that we stage a press confercnec iw edlately and at.ompt
to put it in perspuctive, even if it secms likce an overt Kumncdy deiense.

The hazard here iz not to tii boolk or to us persvaal. ye +t ic to truth and its
establisiweat, to blane and its allocation, asi to tiw fubures If what i wrong hapvens,
we, personally, will be itek beneficiary. Thus we are really faced with what to otliers would
be a confliet of interest but is not o ue, for L have no hesitation saling an wnscliish
choice anl never considered aby other courses

It is unfortunate that you heve to be iuvolved i this kigd of mess. 4nd it is a
messe One can aluwost anticipute that at each major opportunity we will have to face one.
Usually, because others do not understund or are unwiliing to try to cove, it falls upon ne
to atiempt to cope with ite Uary can tell you that I carly learned that carvison would do
no real work, and as goon a Gary was in HeO., which is where we wet for the first tise,
he imnediately detected it. Others were still raving, most to and after the botter ende
o and onw ol v.o worst liabilities in this strenge ficld and with such strange peonle is being
rightse That is onc of the abses for Garrisen's dislikc of ue. But you nuy as well know use
: There are only a few who are jood, and today most have scvere limitations inposed upon them
and what © .y can do. Sylvi , for example, who is as fine as she is brilliant (and scmupulously
honest as long as young men are not involved), is locked in by her sex and her jobe Howard,
Gary, lloch and Bernabei are alse limited by schoole If any of i relatively fow others is
in any vay solid and dependable, it escapes my rvcalle Lesar is fine, but limited by lack
of kmouwlodge of the case and confincment to legal aapectse Cyril has never done any original
worke “he sa.se is true of both Thmmpeson and lane, both of whom src out of L% and both of
whou are capable of juapin: in with both feet at a moment's notice, especially Lone, who hasn't
been getting the publicity on which he lives. Garrdison might again be expoctod to roise that
shaky voicee I there is no luck of those who woulii b. and claim to be quecns, there ig a
dearth of droneg,

Anyway, 1 cncoura e you not to worry tos .uch, for I am coufident that with a little
luck, we way be able to exert the proper intellectusl judo and convert all of this into a +.



there arc soue quict, behind-the-scenes thidngs L nay be able to accomplishe I'Li 41y and
find the time to prepare Tor theme fou have scon toe first such effort, the Lo .ter to liace
there are nemebre of the sress who have confidence in ey although they are wable to
ever refer to ue, ny vork, wtce .and as tiue goes on, if you have not teen able to do
anytidn; with leddy's oiiice, I cay just huve to walk iu there, fhis will be lact, {or

L think it vest that I stay out until there is un invitations Hov that you have read the
rest of the work, I think Jou should consider writing or phoning the man you spoke to, I
think you suid his name ig karting I aay be able to arrange other augpices and if neeessary
I can try. There arc several administrative assistants I can get to see, We do have at
least two we:ks, really threes and I can, I tiink, arrange a "leak" thst Cyril and bud
fear will ruin it, I vay want to consider doing this openly, not as a icake Bub the leak
presents no oproblemy I think. lor does doing %t openly. snd I thini I can also arrange
for a focdback foom Lurope on it, We have time and we have tine to tidnlk,

Liost of ull what I here seck to address is your attitude, I want you not to be
digcouraged Dy bhe realitios and to have faith in two things: that we cen overcore: then
and that, as in th. paty we way be able to convert them iiito constructive soode L do
thini: this is more than posiibles Une of tho things that may not occur to you 1 ack you
o remenber in this conucetion, for what we are really aporaising is atiitudes. Henember
Weinreb's admission to you of what caused his only doubts? Yhat iy typical of the :rodia
attitudes 1t hav siven the major papers, for exanple, the same pauses isxcesses help us.
1t ig by exploitation of ihem tnat I was able to open the subjects snd remembor that when
this comes 4¢ basuy it is helpful in getting sympathy to be the Vietin of them, Wat I
learned with my iyt wajor talk show and 1 have alvays nade it g point to leot it hap en
. when I have: a confrontation of any kind,

dhile Cyrilts reputation is to be coped with, rem.uber also thot when thds ahppens
the very powerrul somiedys wils have a great interest. They will have to looiz out for
their owun, sspecially lediy's personal interest. Yhey Bay Lave the mout urgont nced for us
and for ny luowliuge and evidences fou will recsll thatberore auy of . come upy, I said
tae urgent things were Tor Yeddy to have a nan who is aware and sileni and Lor Yeddy to
remain detached but in g pogition to say that he has had a nenmber ol lds gtaff kept informed
and all have been siloent nt our suggestion. ¢ thus is in o defensivle and corprehensible
pisition of having said, on the one hand, that he had every rcason to trust the sovernnent
(and who would doubt thut) and, at the sume tine, when there was evidenec of which he
showld be avare, he had a trusted staffer ewusine it snd respect the request for sonfidence
on it, If, thereufter, anything wipleasant comes to 888, the roul vietims would enmerge as
barahall, the trusied ian who proved unvorthy of vrust, and the governments leddy can be
saved, i he will permit ity and permitting it cowdts hdm to nothing and involves bLim
in nothing,

i have to et to other thd. o,
Keep the faith, babiesg! uand chins up! But don'i'; stop looldng for a big sticlk,

Best,



