t
Editor, Yook World 7627 014 Receiver Hoad
Washington Post Frederick, kd, 21701
1150 15 St,, W 6/3/90
Washington, D.C. 20UT1

David E. Kenp's criticisn of David Fisher's review of Simon Wiesenthal's Justice
Lot Vengeance (June 3) because "scholarly, scicntific evidence" proves that nany Nuzi
leuders "were disturbed individuals” amounts to an effort to explain avway history's most
terrible barbarities and the siuply enormous popular support they had in Gernany and
throughout Eurepe and, in varying degrees, the overt and tacit support they had from nost
of the major po.ers, including the United States?m‘rance and England.

There has never been a time when soume national lesders have not been "disturbed."

But beginning not later than dirystalnacht the entire German nation and most ol the
world knew of the Nazi intent to nurder all of Lurope's Jevws and frou what those -?\then
adult imew from%e i8reels ve saw and the rv‘)rtlng of our own reporters it was obvious
that a uajority of the German people revelled in it.

Bvery major power could have succored many thousand of the Jews, particularly
children, would could huve escaped, and they all refused. Our own governmnent ref'used to
rermit at least one shipload of them to land. . several

In mid~1973, vhen the Nazis were losing the war on\%h‘rm, I was an Army KP
£ag2 tj'nga shipload of crack Germun troops captured in Africa and including veterans of
German unsoeukable atrocities on the easter’%ront to the United States. They began each
day with all of them lustily singing a Nazi anthem, '"Wd Are the Lords of the Earth." I
never heard a single one express regret, apology or disagreenment.

The Lewmps who redef:_u/ scholarship and science dught recall Santayana's wisdon, that

those of us who forget the past are doomed to relive ite

Hirold Veisberg
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