wy refere ce to wuid/'s effort to rewrite part of our history, using Fortas as
his agept, in this letter to Yérdley, dutes to the first wave of books critical of the
officé“solution to the JFK assassination. Fordas, frou the Ful's own records, was un—
easy and opsosed to wiat L wanted - for J. bugar lioover to write & book cricical of
the critics,

Fortas did go to the /bl on¢ it. The people he dealt with there perceived his
lack-of enthusiasm for the idea, and they evolved s uit.erant ajpproach that Fortas junped
at to get the thing over with,

Zhe I got a friendly renorter, Sid Lipstein, then of the Hashington Star, to
write a letter to “oover, in return for wlich he would get an exclusive response that
would make news., The ¥8I draited the letter for Epstein and he used the letter it gave
hin to write it.

The F¥I then used this letter as the peg on wnich to haéé a four--page press
release that got internationsl attention.

i have these records in the uubjgg&t file under the Star and Epstein and perhaps
under Iortas,.
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Jear kr. Yurdley,

1 write you rather thun us. king becuuse you Luy renewber sone of ny buackground
ana because I am disturbed by kr. cCrettymun's review of weura xalman's biography of abe
Fortas. I do not allege or believe that ilr. -rettyuan does not faithfully review the
book ror can I, based on his review, ullege that she is unfair to Yortas or his wife.
let I have the feeling of unfairness and that sortas is held to stundards not apulied
to others in lis position.

it is not that I objuct to showin, the warts, which we all have and which I have
done in seven bouks. My books are on the nost controversial subject of our political
assassinations. I've gotten botween 15,000 and 20,000 letter: about them and mannumerable
vhone calls. These do not include a ..inle conplaint about w.lairness and some of those
of whou I wa. cr tical becume fricnds. ity voint is that reporting hunun flaws does not
require uni'airness.

What Mr. Prettynan does not say is that the firm of arnold,Fortas and Porter took
the so-called "security" cases without fee. with &1l the imputations ot greed this is an
omission I regret. «leo missing is any retfervnce to the loss ol clients to o firm special—-
izing in governuent relations in thouse carliest Juys of cold-war hysteiriae Whis was a
real risk to a fledgling luw firm in thosc duys.

it hapoens that 1'd known Thurman irnold when he hawded the Dupartuent of Justice
anti-trust division and I took hin what i developed in a series of Nazi cartel stories
I did as an investigativeé reporter. I'd known aul Porter when he was prectising law
after lecaving, if I remember correctly, the FCC. They, along with Fortas, who 1'd not
until then net, agreed to represcnt 10 of us fired without chai'ges or hearing by the
State Lepartment in what amounteu to a pogrom under the anti-cucmotssdenocratic lir(arran
Kider. Because the rider provided that anyone in named agencies could be fired without
Ba any cause given, without charges, and without hearing, they faced a mor: forndidable
task thatl representing those fired with some form of due process. “hyypere so successful _
we were all rehired, with a public apology -really unheurd of - and wé all resigned,

I knew Carol agger slightly when + was the edizor ol the Senate Vivil Liberties
Comriittee and she, as a lawyer Tor tie iational -elations Bourd, helped us. She did not
then, as a young voman, appear to be 'enaored of huge dbunts of money" but in fact was
so principled she wore unattractive lisle stockings as a protest against Japanese
atrocities in “hina. - T

I know of a mission Fortas undertook for LiJ, of which I untirely dis:pprove, that
amounted to an effort to reurite a rajor event in our history. But he is not alone, not
even among justices ot the Supreme Bourt, in huving departeid from accepted practise. I'rom
the Prettyman review there is no reason to believe that K\ijamem, in fairness, made gny
reference to them. .ike Harl Varren becouing chairnan of the Uresidemtial comuission that
be:nrs his name when it apoeared certain t at the Jack *‘uby case would go to the “ourt. Or
Justice Jackson on the largely whitewashing Pearl Harbor conrission.

So much zbout the prominent does not get roported at al:. For example, reiating
to the “ourt, Uerald ford's associates in his campaign to "get" Justice ~ouglas. These
included E. Howard iunt and the Watergater's first lawyer, Youglas Caddy. “he fost
omitted this in its superb Watergate reporting. If wy recollection is corect, it also
made no relerence to this when as our first unelected President ford plugged an anti-
labor book by Caddy. lior, for that matter, did it resort that Iord perjured himself before
the Senate Judiciary “Yommittee ut the henrings on his conliruation. s sx¥irexpresidentyx
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“he last time I saw Portas was at the neworial ror U1iff Durr, who had reiused to
accept reappointument to the #UC by “ruman because of Truman's misnamed " security" ploy,
exposed for what it weally wuas by Carl “ernstein in his booi on his purents. Durry if
you do not recall, returned to nlabama inistead and pructigsed civil-rights law, not a
way to get rich. I kimi believe he then represented «woas Purks when she rerfused to take
a back seat on a Sirmingham bus. e

We all of us have flaws, including those of us who try not to.

i get the impression from the Prettyman reviev of the Kalman book that she lacked
balance if not also fuirness in her gccount of <she lif'e of a fine man to whon the country
is greatly indebted for the truly fine things bhe did by exagperated retference to those
thing for which he is subject to criticism. :

“Yonpare, for exanple, with the public and Press trvatment of both Nixon as a
person and of his books after he wus the first .resident to resign to avpid imoeuchmentyp

We mistreat out liberals this way, not our conservatives.

Chere is another item in today's Book Yorld that is ménor but you may find in-
teresting. It rclates to Richard obshire, under "Chandler in Dallas", Under the nare of
"Anderson" abshire agreed to be the ghost writer for the despicable Ricky White who seeks
wealthy from the complete fabireation, that hig;fg her was one of JFK's assassins. The
Post did not mention this but it got considerable at-ention elsewhere. Well, it is not
a complete fabrication. “ome of it i., cribbes from a novel, some from a cheap novel
pretended to be non-ficgion and soume tfrom a potboiler that pretended to be a book reviewing
three Lookse. I understand that ildte and abshrie have parted ways, but initially he went
for white's palpablg untenable concoction.

Sincerely, ’

x/{ lxl’%&e-fs K“l

Harold Veisverg



