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Dear George, &/ 9/ 10

Adout 5:30 t ia morning I heard the Ul item you muntioned laut night, aboutithe
House assassins. Fortunately I hed already struggled into my apyliances and was making
coffes while shaving and listening to WRC. It uas still radio short but it made me think.

You mentioned asking again for the payments to consultants. I recall that you had
been turned domn. Not you alone. ¢ know another veporter who did not get them and wes
gven no response when he asked by what legsl authority they were being withheld.

There is a different situation now than there wes when you asked. Now the committes
is asidng for $2,500,000. And there will be opposition. You can get more than the
tonsultant records and I think you should,

Lot me begin with a remininoence and an apology because I'll not be able to read
and correct this,

Soms years ago, when I was writing a book on the Diss commitiee, I had soms experiences
that were an important part of my sducation. :

Iou may have come accross FII records that say I was fired by the comuittes for which
I worked for leuking the confidential and to the Daily Worker. In all aspects false. I had
no oonfidential information to lsalkt, I was custedian of the pudlic recerd. I was the
sditor who got it printed. Hy ain was with another nox dead lobbying through sn aprropriation
for the committee’s continued life 80 it could investigite the sigratory farg situaticn
in Gelifornia. MIR didn't want this and LiPolletts, hardly his fathers son,:didn't want 4t.
So they, not FOR but lLaPolletts and some finks he had drought in to end that cosudttes
because it had becoms a 1iability for him. Too mush corporate pressuvre.

Mg associates vas the late Gardner “Pat® Juckson, an amisble liberal algoholic and
an effective lobbyist, which he was for John Lewis. Ho was & trustee of the ~ arshall
Poundation and it had an aCLU-type project on ths Dies commiitee. Pat had me as the invegnti~
gator and I was goi do a book.

The comuditee to set ms up and save for my caution would have succeeded. Well,
not alons caution. That kept me from having done anything wrong.

Suddenly there were these subposnses. Znd the most defumatory releasss to a receptive
and unquestioning press, all false. Next snother tough effort. The law Weicher oited when
he said how he threw “olson out of Ms office was pessed to get Pat Jackson and me.

Hext a grand jury. That was the rough one bscause the appointment of the Ui, a
decent type nemed Deve Fine who you probably knew as chief federal district Judge, was
held up by the Texas gafg tof foroe him to seek an indictment of us. That part is a long
story I'1l abbreviates I took the grand jury away from his second assistant (first also
later a chief Judge, Ed Surran), Bd Fihelly and forced an indiotment of the Dies agent.
f0u'll find the case as U.S. V Maghm Hayne.

Now, how could I, a brash kid, all alone save for this aloohelic friend of so many
connectione none of which would work for him in his hour of need, do thisx-save us both
and I suppose for the only time get the committeefds agent indicted?

I go into this because 1 think you can 40 a public service and get & much more
impertant atory than you viswalize by dupliocating what I did. You can do it easier.

You won't have %o borrow money you could never pay back for years to hire thres typiats.
Todey there are xerox nachines.

I tock those threc women and typwwriters into the office of the Clerk of the House
ands copied gll the expenditures ef the Dies committes. Sure enough I found the guy who
tried to entrap me on their payrodl under the guise of beinz a witness.

(Later, when the Hollywood 10 were before the same committes, one of thom, the one
who turnsd out to be the inforwer btut a total strengsr to me, caze to me for belp, asking
to borrow some of my records. I let bhi: have what he wanted and never saw him or ny
records again.They dodn't inow how to fight so they went to 3adl.0

1 have given ell the records I could still find to the University of Wisconsin.

They may still include all the Dies expenditures and if they do there is & fine doctoral
thesis in them, Thay dé include extensive but incomplete clippings.

You will get a story froz the consultants from thoss of whom L mnow, But you'll get

8 much betier story fromall the expenditures, and would i love to deposit copdes of them
with all my other records, for the future! I would not want to look st them unless you
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want help or if you can get a researcher put on it. I would help the researcher. I do
believe tha Post would cowe up with a major story.

You can get the records today because of what you did not tell me and because you
den got help froz Bauman and other “embers like him. You will also find a different ataf?
sltuation that in the past. Those psople have been leaking thoir heads off for their own
reuscns only not to the major media, I reths: suZpect your silence and pulling back after
Lane’s aocusations {they have not stopped) mskes the staff afraid of you.

I picked Donoven for you to speak to for more than one reason. 1'1l not go dnto
all. One is that he impressed me more than the others 1've mst, who are few in nuzber,
4Another is becausec he was preseat the entire worndng I spent with Hichard A, Sprague
in Votober or loveaber 1976, I think, when they were juct starting, i spent puck of the
af'ternoan with me, as smome others did,

When they got into troudle he was decent eaough te call na Wp and say man 17 anyone
over saw the future and gave all the warniugs you did. I had 4n fact told the arrogant,
ogonaniacal Sprague that there was ouly one way he had eny chance of not failing and
offered to help hium with that.

Only now is the comxittee giving any sign of beginning to take that way, With the
bely of my bouks, for which I d1d not get paild untilx e few days ago despite a nuxber of
dunning letters, they still do not wnderstenc how to do it. But theyare representing to
the “ongress, if I undsretand the brief UPI itex, that nov theoy are,

What the hell iind of an investigation was it if only nov they ars seeking to estabe
lish the basic facts of the JIK sssassination? (Motiing in th stem a:out theirKing enmd.)

And how, according to this itew? By having anslyszed ths pictures, which was Richsrd
E. Sprague, an: now going into the direction of the shots. Direction, if fuporiant, also
13 not the .

Huch of the stafr, chieh bardly undarstand how to establish whether or not there was
one, is pisaed off because of the ne-congpiracy oonclusion,

Trds gets to why L asked Folicoff to call you and why I sugosted that the Post
consider getting Scott Malone to do a Sunday piece. “e bebter if ho snd Yolicoff colisborated.
When I suggusted Seott I had not apoken to either for seme timae I ¢4 not know that he
and “olicoff hed already worked together. Each has sources ¥ou 11 never tap.

If the Post does tuat oue it will be casier to get the expense rocords becaua~ there
will be morvCongresasional aupport for it.

Hoovek hated me because I defeated his atterpt to frame me for Dies, with who'm he
®as ofbee not for personsl but for politieal reasons. I d1d not leak, 1t was not to the
Dally Woricer in any svent. I gave galley proofs of a hearing to the late Henry Zoa, who
vas with a labot pressservice. His partnsr, Benry Flesscher, can tsll you how "red”
Honry was. And as of today the FBI is not releasing ang of those records. I've been after

them for years. I'll probably msue for then bafore long, when Jim and I can find a moment
for that. ’

Now, on the other story, I am still without any regular incoue and I do have all
those xeroxes to pay for, 2o I've tried with the “ational Enquirer, which does pay. If they
do not go for it I'1l1 give 4t %0 you. It 4s o story that could be engugh to force a real
investigation but has the hagard of helping this apsrentice Keystone Xopg. I rather like
the idea of a flember again saying why spend all that =eney when I can Tead the scandal
sheets and learn more.

1 den’t think the rost wants %o but if 1% does it can do vhat ths assas:-ins comrities
bas not done, with the work I've alroady done and can still lesd it to.

If you talk to Shales and think he 1= interested please tell him that hia excsellent
roview of Ruby ani Osuald is flewed by kindness - that 1t 13 not in fact based on sworn
testimony about the details.

Asids from zevely bodng old the nuzbers of the sections in whieh the F3I has records

on the critics to emt in the Ford and executive sesaion records is for a case now at
the apreals lavﬂ 0. %—1831. Jin saye thoze things are rolevante Ploase ask your researche
who may recall or may have made notss. Sincerely,
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Dear Jinm, attached letter to George Lardner 2/9/18
George is busy on the Flood story. e called me last night at about the middle of
0 80 + missed most of the last part oi that. However, i do expect CBS to

start a campaign to move Ruby's body to Arlington Cemetery and have an eternal flame
warm its loving, patriotic spirit.

The Post did have a stronger cocwer lane's press conference. There was nothing to it.
Lene's representations were false. Swearingen did not say there had been a conspiracy to
ki1l JFX. Instead he said he was not part of the investigation of it and had no personal
xnowledge, “aybe he is just p'ed off, attracted by the big reward offer or just looking
for the job he got.

George confirmed my hunch that the Assassins Comnittee staffer whoge secret paper
Blekey gave to the CIA is Fonzi- best investigator of them all to ‘ane, who says a Jod
awsits him, That makes the Flynt million safer.

I told George that anyons could do the story of the offer by the country mueic
singer but that it not only had no visible connection with the actual killing-there was
not even & basis for conjecturing it. I offered him all the records, for any Post
reporter, here or through you. I told him it was dated about 1976 or later and would be in
the last couple of sections we have on “ing.

The reason I made the other offser is because he has not read enough of those FEI
records to have his own doubts about the kind of investigation that was made if not of
more. He got himself relieved after he got bleary-eyed, after having read about 50,000
pages. I don't recall if in all or of the second batch.

If you can get a copy of the assassins report please do. I think you can get it by
mail by phoning Fauntroy's office and saying nothing more than can you please have two
copies., Thay say no conapliracy. (85411 too early for me to go out for the paper so this
from the radio news wire, I also heard last night that UL did have a story on 2153 on
&hs radio wire. This comes from a fmxwms reporter 1've not seen in several years. e now
has a talk show I'm €oing by phons this afternoon. He called as soconx as the jardner
conversation ended.Mle did not keep the iteam.)

George has a tape of the “ane press conference. I'll get it if I donjt get one from
Gandolfo. I gues: Lane again took credit for digging out the "missle™ receipt. Gsorge
remembered 1t from I guess Post Mortem, but he knew I'd gotten it under FOIA. So “ane
is the same Lane Brain, to coin a phrase. 5o aick!

This is going to shape up into a real potential with two wealthy corporations
involved, inextricably, both paying for his promotions and publicatiocns. We do want to
collect all we can. .

I 444 get started on the government's brief in T7-18351 last night. 1'm tyoing it.

best,



