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Dear Jim, FPoat as propegundist-what today's mewest leak com wean to wse 11/26/76

¥hile I've be:m expecting more of this kiad of Gosbbels ose stica today's story
is »ot what I ezgectads 1've aot ever filed tue file I started 11/135 when we were in
Stevenn {’oint.

1 doa't kuow what the story really sayse 1t is too sarly for the paper.

First i heard a very brief accomat & litile after 3, when 1 awakened aic went back
to sloep. When I awakemed agmin about 5 amd did get up I heard an itesm a 1ittle longer,
by colncideacs the firat item on waking, Tae secosnd ome says that the Cl.'s slectroaic
surveillince caught LED offerimg the Rusciam information i retura for a trip to Rassie.

Those Fost roporters wad editors sure arev the ceemsst! They ask all the soarchiag
questioas, ressom solidly saud are detersinme: mot ¥x to be had again, as LGey vwere ou the
11/13 story. Se ks donble-check, coasult dspsadable sources, stc. Lile Kesler told me,
they're uot proud of the 11/13 gwlling,

30 when he weat to Fe:lco to muke a deal with the Kussias to gst to Russis Cswald
woated to go by wuy of Cuba, perkaps the osly place im the westera world fros which it
was hard to get to Rusuia?

What priceless icforzation ks Badl ill the darusst secrets he lsarsed while greasing
coffee machines, Uakil be graduated to dsteusible unemployment. -an't you imugise the
secrets ke learmed ix daytime prowling of the ures of Capal amd Caap {2 NeTe? The
Qusrkien weri orszy ot 40 socept thal offer, weraw't they?

do wonder the Post west with the siory. Or that Kesler, is his lack of pride i hias
sheat, Rad Volune 26 opamed tu CE 2052 whex ke phomud me the other wight, the licover letter
that suys the mont diligemt FEI iaveatigatiom disclosedmot sves an indirscet L0 ixtel~-
1ligemce coucection or political oms 1th the Lubams Of their Trieads.

Keslor, by the wuy, ia & syathatio womld-be old-iims rszorter who will do auythicg
Tor what he cozsiders & sceop. “e does mot give a dugm 48 ke cun zet it priated and he
3as told me thnt du the kst Y wante to do imvestigzative reportizg. ismexber the rottem
thing he A1d with “erper on M and what be would mot uss cnd the retraotiom the Pust
<oald aoi priat when Bo obvioucly sald what Larger could ot huve sald?

O= the face this 15 as careasomable, illogical etory. Teire is xo w3y 4f 1t wers
legitiszate that tis Bussians would mot Rave said thic at or shortly iftsr ths tiae of the
orize, whem the world kad Gooled soms. It would for them have eaded once aad for all the
S, particularly the CIA effort, to make it look like the Ausaians wers beisisd 1%, wast
scared the hell out of LBJ, »ith CIA help-read Phillips.

‘hether ths CIA would have kept its silsmoe iz mot as certain but I ¢ ink it ualikoly,
divea thuir political i:berests of the tine, There was also the great risk iz mot telling
both th: FAI and the Comuleuiom, aertaiunly Jomason. LIJ was worried about pecple thinking
be wae belizd 4te le axd Russell kel & discuyaiow along thls Iiwe. Ruosell told Mic suse—
rclona would msver ead. :

I 4o mot believe 1t is likely that thils secret would have beem kept, 1t im & fake,
ovea 1t they coms up with the irtercept ia LHG's voice, ¥amsber, 1 have thin co ered
saveral ways with the Cla~ with an elli-iaclusive request asd with & separate ome that I
thes srote further sbout whew CIi tried to igrore 1it, zaylng 1t wes bucauss I d1d aot waat
to walt natil some time 1o the remote future whea they complete whet:ver they call a
review of 21! their records. O instead thsy womdhe lcter luak 4t to ths uscritical Tost/

Ca wbich “esler tells ne ke alone 15 wow aasigaed th the JFX story.

Tue first suck leak comvimoed ms that tie tims is mow for filiag for damages from
20a~00n.pliance. 1 kuow ths quastion is time, ss It 1s uils thcir Gestructiom tami is
Up=—Ctiiing

Thage tuo leaks «ithin « Tortaight shoulu bs of kelp beiore Ureva wed dobingom, ia
differeat ways. Sefore Hobimson on the question of sscurity classification, obmsrvance
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akd geauineness; bvfore Ureem oa the robadilities of what she Bas doas to me, which we
can*t do that way directly but camn in terms of what the overament does aad its cost ton
nz asd to the country.

Tais 1o one of the mOre brasea propagsnda operations, I fese there is n0 elsmeat of
the sxess that will either say o0 or evem lock into it. Ko was wswillisg for the Times
to do 1t with ths so-called lioover mewo. That 15, be did not ses them dolag it whem I told
Bix there is such a story and kow obvious it iu and egay to get the proct,

It i fascinating that all this is leaksd to the Fost. Whether it has a spyscial
position of the spooks thiak the Times will be more oritical I've mot stoppsd to think
abouts That 4t hspsens after my fairly strong complaiat to Zaty Grakam, ons that a decont
publisher would be askis, some questions a out, also is interestiai becauvss I've heprd
frox nomxe of them.

Sidebar: d.nrha: the briadcast to Sohasctady “ouday sight, to a shov with & thoughte
ful moderator, he arrangsd it first so0 that Howard and I could telk during oamned com-
mercials and the mews am: then so Hob Ssltscan could Joim us sud 2ot be aired, for about
10 minutes durinz the sevs, Saltzmsn saild that he and Howard Sicoms, Post mumaging
aditor, weat to the same eollege at differemt tine:, that Ao had an article &n the
alixsi sagusise, that Sizmors resd 1¢ and dnvited Mir down. The be repsated soon. ¥aea
ke got thers he was ushed fato the exscutive suite, mear of aext to “rahas's office, fate
a fanoy confereace room., All the sditors were there to xeet with im, I thisk e said from
the moming to about ome, He did 2ams sowf, I recall Bradles asd Sizons. They have all
this daterest asd doa t talk ‘to us? is I resesbsr it Skltzzes sald hs wrote about cumputere
ized iaforzation ntmul on the JFK assassisntion and its powsidilitica, what Re has

proposed to the new louse comzittes, (I cautfioned him about the past im the garbage-
Kles of the nisd on thls.)

I ouuld conjecture endlessly on mitive, on whal sosecas Ropes to sccom:lisk by all
of thise The correlatios with the mew comsittes can't be ignored, Heither leak seins
designed to deter contimuation of the committes. it can be argued that sither, mors botk,
will be powerful ressoa for the Houss coatimuing the comxities, In turs this mesns vhat
one ordinarily vould aot expect, tht the spooks wiat the cosmittos coatinued, I'm mot
godng imto this becsuse lomg #go I sudid thet with the Dowvalngs and Goszalezes, later
Fauntroys in charge the spocks can uns this oace amd for all to clsanse theusslves, as
Witk sewer draisings. I'm maying it Lecausa it is the faot. If alony the ichweiker line,
vhich means ultimats syock excalpation,

It hurdd m0 Fxsw agescy aow to confess that sone wnderliag fatled in his chbligatiomas.
1 can ses CIA throwisg Helms iato the meatgrinder, the F5I t:ose wko wers i Sgover's

disfavor.

1 an saying that botk ageacies have muak $0 hide and this leads away from waat they
voat to hide, There can, ultimetely, be a follownp oa this, back to square ose, that
LHEO wax ftrr-ational, Of courszs ks had no sacrsts and thus cowld mot have made such a deal.

One can sven see that tiute could bDe aised at detente and rednced military expenditurcs,

But it certaixly is aimed at the preseat aituation and it certalaly does estadlish
danage to me with ny FOIA re quests of both ugvncies vovering all amd for lo Moag having
besa entiraly ignored,

1 wrote the faregoing before daylight, before the paper case. *t is here atout 7.
1 got 1t asd sure encugh (I've mot yet read it) there is Rox Kselex'e by-line oa dege 1,
I tarned the TV on to plck the early asws upe. I get C39 from “sltimore mow that WIOP
tapes 1t and gires ti an Nour later. Iawitohed frow chamasl to channel at the opeming
snd learmed that ABC has Ages live frox Loudoa later in the Moyr, so I'll have to zomitor
it for the coming kour., The lead sews Sftem from Waskongiom oa C33 atiributes thia to
Phillips via AP, with meation of the Yost. 3o Ig guess iastant saalysis is still rossible.
ADC carried the item atiributed to the Post only. <e'll sse if aayoms asks why Fhillips
waited 80 long to mpeak out umd hovw tids fits his "Sefenss™ of the Cli.
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#0IA againl you realige that the (1A 1a supposed to have complied with my requests
about a yesr ago,giviag ne wiat is supposed to de a1l the Hexico staff, without any
record imdicating any such thing and with mach from “Millips of an sutirely differest
zature, oss laconziateat with hie ailesce on this, oue ia which kio asme is in every
cuss murked, Semember xy referesces %o the seript for a Sevem “ays in November? That ux
stuffe I thiuk 1 guve you a set of those when I had thea duplicated. They begina vith the
musber 1 in thedr original muxbering system, sow superceded, Bovever, t:is is what
they gave the dcsiefelier Comuissioa, so there is & hell of & story im that quite
ssparataly - that the second Presidestial commissiom Mad all these leads is the
ares of its auadais ead did nothdng.

Af%e: Ages = with im Ox & live hockup David Hartmess axd Steve Bell asked only
pointed, antagonistic questions designed to suggsst to listemers that he wes a KGB or
Othrr agent but sos omw question sbout tids sormimg's p. | story whea his bock, to whiok
they reier, suyx he was csatgasd o Sexico City whes {n the CIA. Creat raporting there, too!

I've rend the Foat story, There is much wromg with it., If I have time before the nail
with vhat elav 1 wikt %0 do 1’1l sda it, othervise 1'dd do thst luter smd ssparately.

The AP did mot ses £1t to include thim story is its B wire from our looal papsr,
vhioh gemerally prints all it provides ox this msubjwct,

Hot a leading acwe 1tex on ecomd half HG's today Shewe Bat they are haviag o
segueat o Mow you can determiae you oat's sanity. Cats Leing more ispsrtant than
goversmint, newupapers ond pecple is both,

No maation &n the 10 niautes of mews that foliowed. It woumd up #ith & repeat on
tie Concords from last ovening's net TV asws.

louaie, who is xbout to be sased out ~ says today may be his last « will watoh for
wire cony to tho dezrue he is able to,

Ho tims for full analysis but assusing this is truthful, why would tke CIA destroy

the taps and edit the tramcoript if 1% hod mo LIl oconegtion? WAy would Kesaler mot ask?
_ ¥y does he avoid sayiag that “hillips was statoom oMdef at the time of tue
assasainntion ani beginmaing almost ionediately aftor the alleged intercept?

I recall ao such trumscript ia the ¥C's files. Kaybe it is atill withh.li, Why
does Kesaler aot go iuto this? 1t would strengthen his atory bscuase ke would fiad that
1t La wikhheld at the Cla's request. Probubly with a claim to "sational sscurity” or
"inteliigumce sources” after ths fact of these Lut:resptions is piblic smg By FOIA
requast for tham. Loug after.

Crly en frraticoal masm would dave Phoned the Russlss Sobaesy in sdvamcs witk an
offer like t L» when ke could keve walked in, as he 444, and them have made the of fer,
Maybe this as-ourts for the allegad dsitruetion of the tape.

Keasler asked ze, whes he phonei, &f 1 thought Duran could havs been a CT4 agent,

I said I did mot kmow but that the CIi's efrort to Freveat the serious Kaxicax solice
harravenent of her conld bs takes to imdicte tiafs, “ud that all ker coumectiozs vere laf't,
His laterviev adds otking to the sublic record, What it csdts i dishonest~ todd 1EO

ke was as en of the revolutiom,

Quote YPhe tuitial Vrong mase for LD

Ny meation that the FOI was in oa this in NeCy from the firmt on the as:esstnation
itself. Its legel attucke waw staticasd 4a the seme atation, both ia SEnbansy,

Interesting tha: ke quotes Yelis ia a deliderste lie whes & $o1d Miw ie sdvance that
m-mut%m-mmmuhhwumum.&nid&hm. I added
Colszan and he waid yes. 50 he does mot 1aterview or quots eitker Colemaw or Slawson snd
quote delia ix a delibarate lis. As hesd of the Hockefellor vommiszsion oelis caw the C 4's
Fexico (ity cable uad related Ooznunicationse He has simce asked the CIA for thom, I have
®hat hv has. S0 both ways he kmows 1t 12 a 1ie "that the CIA did mot tell the Yarren
Voxpdsalon of the ruport frow ma alloged witness o u meeting in Mexico City b:tween
Oawald wud Cubsn intelligence ageats.” This 13 the "D* ot Alversdo “sarte story and is in
the comda-ion 2 files as Lt 13 1a the CTa's rlease to Zelin, men, and I'ssure oth.re,

Sclweiker algo 1ieds This was out during the lifée of Ms subcomzlittes, 1 the
allegzed contents were not, H.stily,




