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Dear Jim, Fost as propagamdist-what today's mewest leauk cam mean to us 11/26/76

While I've bezn expecting more of this kind of Goebbels ope:ation today's story
is not what I ezpectad. I've not evem filed the fils I started 11/13 when ve wore in
Stevens goht.

I don't kuow what the story really says. 1t is too early fur the paper,

Flrzt I hoard a very brisf accouat a 1i%tle after 3, wkea I awakened and wemt hHack
to sleep. Whea I awikomed agaiz about 5 and did get up 1 heard an item a little lomger,
by coimcideace the Ffirst item om waidag. Tie secoud ome saye tiwmt the Cli'e slectromio
survelllanoe caught LHO offeriug the Rusalan laforsation im return for a tris to Russis.

Thoaw Fost rvporters and editors sure are the keesasst! They ask all the searchking
questions, reaxson solidly and are determime:i mot dm to De hsd again, ss they were on the
11/1% story. So the double~check, coasult dvpendsble soarces, etc, Lile Kesler told me,
thay'res ot proud of the 11/13 gulling.

30 when he weat to Heslco to make a desl with the Russian to get to Ruasia Oswald
wanted to go by way of Cuba, perhaps the oaly »lace 1in ths westera world fros whkich 1%
was kard to get to Russia? v

What priceless isforzation ke had! 411 the dariest secrets he learmed while greaming
coffee mackines. Until ks graduated $o #stemaible unsmyloyment. van't you Lsagiae the
secrets ke learned im daytime prowlisg of the area of Camal and Cazp du N.O.? The
Roasakies wexre orazy mot to accept that offer, verea't they?

Ro wonder the Post went with the story. Or thst Kealer, in s lack of pride im Mo
sheet, had Volume 26 opsmed %0 CF 2952 whem e phomed me the other might, the Hoover letter
that suys the most diligent FEL iuvestigation diuvclosedmot even an indirect 10O ifatel-
ligence coisection or political ome ith the Cubams of tleir frieuds.

Eegler, by the way, in a thetic would-bs old-time remorter who will do a:ythking
for what e coneiders a sc00). doss not give & dumm 1e b cun get it primted and
Bas told me that im the past. ‘s wants to 4o investigative reporting, lemember the rottea
thing ho did with “arper omn HFX amd what ke would mot use and the retrsction the Post
womlé not primt when he obviously said what yarser could mot have said?

On the face this is an umreasomable, illogical story. Thers 1s ao vay if it vere
legitizate that the Ruuglamg would mot have gaid thiz at or shortly after the tine of the
orime, whem the world had cooled soms. It would for them have eaded oxce and for all the
B, particularly the UIA offort, tu make it look like the Ausaians wers beldud 1i, what
scared the kell out of L&J, with CIA help~read Fhillipe.

Hhether the CIA would Bave -kept its silence is 2ot as certain but I t imk 1t unlikely,
Hven thair yoliticel Luterests of the time, Thers was alse the gZrvat riax ia wot telling
both the FEI and the Comdssion, curtainly Johasoa. LBJ was worried about people thinking
ke was bekind 1%, Be and Russell had 2 discussiow alomg this lime. Russell told hir mus—
pcions would asver ead,

1 do not Lslieve it i likely that tkis secret would have been kept. It is a Take,
sven if they come up Witk the istercept ia LEO's voice. Remeber, I have this cowred
saveral vays with the Clie with sn ali-incluasive request amd with a separate ome that I
then wrote further about when CIla tried to igmore 1t, saying 1t was becanse I d1d not want
to walt vrtil some tize in ths remote future when thay complete whitever they call a
review of all their records. O inatesd they mohihs luter lwak it to the umoritical Post{

On wiich “wsler tells ze he alone im mov asuigned th the JFK story.

The firast such lesk comvinced me that tie time is wow for filiag for damages from
nop-complisnce, 1 know the questiom is time, is 1t i witk their destruction tiat is
up-coning

Theas two laaks «ithkia a fortmight ghoul? bs of help hefors Urwea :m3 Robluaon, ix
diff'ersnt wayse. “efore Robimson om the question of security clasaification, obssrvance
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and genuimsness; before Gresa oa the prodabdlities of what she bas done to me, which we
can*t do that way directly but can im terms of what the overamsat does aad itm cost to
ne and to the country.

This is ons of the more brasex propaganda operations. I fess there is 20 element of
the sress that will either say 80 Or even look into $it. Mo was uzwillisg for the Times
o do 1t with ths so-called Hoover memo. That is, ke did not see them doinmg it when I told
kim thers is such a story and kow obvious it iz and easy to get the prootf.

1% 48 fascinating that all this 52 leaked to the Fost. Whether it has a special
position of the spooks tiiak the Times will bo more critical I've mot stospsd to thisk
about. That 41t happens aftsr my fairly stroag complaint to Eaty Grakam, ome that s decent
pablisher would be askin: soms questicms a out, &lso ia interestiag because I've ward
fron noas of them.

Sidebar: durisg the brisdcast to Schmectady Pouday might, to a show with a thought-
ful moderator, he arrasged it first so that Boward and I could talk durisg ossned com
mercials and the news ani then a0 Sob Saltsman oculd join ws asd mot be aired, for about
10 minutes during the sevs. Sulisman sald that he and Howard Simone, Post mamaging
editor, went to the same gollege at differsmt times, that he had am article in the
aliemi magazine, that Simors read 1t aad invited Mu down, Tha De repeated soon. Waen
he got there he was usked iato the executive suite, mear of aext to “rahan's office, into
a favoy conferesce room. 411 the sditors wera thars to zeet with Mm, I thisk he said from
the morming to about ome. le 4id name somée I recall Bradles and Simoms. They kave all
this iatersat and doa,t talk to us? ie 1 resesber it SAltezan said e wrote about computer-
ixed inforzation rotriovd on the JFK asssssination and 1ts posaibilitics, what be has
proposed to the mew louse coszittes. (I camtioned kim about the past iu the garbage-
Flea of the mind ox this.)

I oould conjecture andlesaly on mdtive, oa mt soza0Re NOopes to accomyiiak by all
of this. The correlstion with the new comxittes car't be igeored, Nsither loak sesns
designed to deter contimuation of the committes. 4t can be argued that either, mors both,
will be powsrful reasos for the House coatinmuiag the cammities, Ia turm this neiRe vhat
one ordinarily would mot expect, that the aspooks waat the acomuittes comtinusd. I'm not
going into this because long apo I sald that with the Downiags mnd Gonsaleses, later
Fauntroys in charge the spocke can uss this once aad for all to cleanse themselves, as
with sewer drainiags. I'm saying it because 1% is the fact. If alony the Scliwesiker line,
«hich peans ultimats spook exculpation,

It hurds no xxam agenoy mow to confess that sozs waderliag failed ix his obligatioms.
I can see CIA throwing Helms into the meatgriader, the FAI t:ose wko were iu Hoover's
disfaver.

I an sayiag that both agencies have such $6 hide and this leads avway frox what they
w.nt to klde. There car, ultimately, be & followup ox this, back to square ome, that
LBO wau trratiosal. Of courss ke had 2o secrets and thus gouid mot kave nade sach a deal,

One can sven ase that thxis could bs aimed at detente and reduced military expemditures.

But 1t oertainly is aimed at the preseat aituation and it certainly does eatabiish
dacage to me with sy Y0IA ve guests of both agencies covering all and for lo koag Mavimg
besn entirely igmored.

I wrote the foregoiag bafors daylight, before ths paper cams. *t is here atout 7.
I got 1t and sure snough (I've mot yet read it) there is Rown Kesler's by-lime om puge 1.
I turned the TV om to pick the early mews up. I get CiS from “sltimore mow that WIGP
tapes it und sires ti am Bour later. Iswitched from chamuel to chamnsl at the opumiag
and learmed tiat ABC has Ages live frow Londoa later im the hoyr, 30 1I'll have to momitor
it for the comiag kour. The lead mews iftem from Waskoagtom oa C33 attributes thia to
Prillips via AP, with mention of the Yost. So Ig guess iastant snalysis is etill possible.
ABC carried the item atiributed to the Fost omly. «e'll see if auyone ass wiy {hilliss
walted so lomg to speak out und how this fits his "Sefense™ of the CIA,
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FOIA agaias you realise that the CI4 is supposed to have complied with RY requests
about a yeur n;,fe.zlving re what is supposed to be al% the Hexioo staff, without any
Tecord imdicating aay suck thing and with much from M1liips of an entirely differemt
1ature, osne incomsistent with his silesce ca this, one ia which ida name 18 in every
oane masked. #exsaber xy references to the soript for a Sevea vays in November? That ax
stuff. I think I gave you a set of those whea I bad them duplicated. They bugim with the
aumber 1 im thedr original ruxbsring aystem, mow superceded, However, tulm is what
they gave the Rockefeller Comuissica, so there is a hell of atory in that quite
separately - that the second Presideatial soamission hud ail these leads ia the
srea of {ts mesdate amd did nothdng,

Afte: Agee =~ with him on & live hohpbuﬁdﬂmms'ton Bell asked oaly
pointed, aatagoniatic questions designed t0 mugcest to listeners that he was a KGB or
othor ageat but mos one questioa about tils morning's p. story when kis book, to which
they refer, suyas he was asaigued to fexico City whem in the CIA. Great reporting thore, too!

I've read the Fost atory. There is much wromg with 18, If I have tice before the mail
with what elss I wont to do I'1l add 1t, otherwice I'dd do that Jater amd separately.

The AP did mot ses it to inclwde this story in $ts B wire fron our local paper,
widoh gemerally ts all it provides oa this subject,

!:: .1-.44-’?:“. iten on . ecomd half NBG's today Shpwe But taey are having «
Seguont on kow you can determias you cat's sanity. Cats belag more ismportant than
SOVeraARsnt, newspuyars and people in hoth, ‘ ‘

‘Ho mention $2 the 10 pimutes of hons that followed, It wound Bp with a repeat on
t;e Concorde from last eveaing's met TV nows, ‘

lounia, who is about to be essed out - says today may be his last - will watek for
¥ire copy to the degres he is able $0.

dosa Kessler wot go fnto thig? 1t would strengthex his Gtory because ke wonld fimd that
it 1a vithheld at the ClA'e request. Probably uith a claim to "matiomal sscarity” or
"intelligence sources” after ths fact of theme int.roeptions s piblic and ny JOI4
request for them. Loug after,

Oly an irrationsl mea would hive phousd the Rusaian Ezbassy i advance with an
offer like t.ia whea ke sould have valked $n, as he 4id, and them huve mads the of Loy,
Kaybe tile aocounts for the alleged devtruction of the tapo.

Kossler ssked xe, whon ke phomsd, 1f I zwzmmuwm.mwt.
1 sadd I did mot kmow but that the Cli's effort to event the serious Xexican »lice
harrassmoat of kar could be taken %0 indicte thig. I'nd that all her conaections were left,
His interview adds mothing to the public record, #hat 1t omdts is dishonest- told LEO

Quota initial wrong mame for LuO
“omﬁmmtmmnluutmuﬂecyfmthfmtuthmmumn

and he guid yos. So ke does ot futerviev or quote sither Coloman or Slawson and
quote Belia 1x o delibsrate lie, As hoad of the Rockefsllier Commis:zion Delim saw the Ca's
Hexzico City cable and rolated corcunications. He has since asked the CIA for them, I have
ohat ke kan., So both YaYs ke knows 1t 12 a 1ie "that the CIA did mot tell the Warrem
; sioa of the report from am alleged witneas to « meoting in Haxico City brtween
Oswald und Cubgm iatelliigence agents,” This 1a the "D ot Alvaredo “garte story amd is ia

the comnission's files a8 it is in the Claty rlsase to Belia, aen, and I'nsure oth:rs,

Sckweiker also Jied., This was out durimg the lifde of kis subcomnittes, 1f th
allegsd contents were aots H.stily,



