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Mrs. Katherine Graham, Publisher
The Washington Post

1150 15 8t,, &

Washington, D.C., 20005

Dear Mrg, Graham,

In addition to a copy of my today's letter to Ben Bradlese I aaclose copies of
two Newsday stgries by Les Payne, alyrelating to the Post's reporting and non-report-
ing about the 1K:l.ng assassination,

The Post, which 1s the major Washington source of information, particularly for
Bombers. of the Congress, subscribles to the Newdday wire. This gives it a monopoly in
VWashington on what Newsday syniicates, .

The Fost did not see fit to use these stories, which Newsday did syndicate,
The Post also did not see fit to use the wire-service condensations,

There can be reasonable disagreements over what is news and what neets competitive
sditorial judgements for mpecex in any edition of any paper. Your editors happened to
see no values in these stories that the editors of Newsdny and the wire services did see.

Whatever the baais of your editors' decision the effact has been to make possible
a major deception of the Congress. It, Mr. Famtroy in particular, was deceived by cne
of the self-promoters and comuercializers of these great tragedies of whom My, Bradlee
had confessed fear to me, Aside from the wisleading of the Congress another result is
the defemation of the FEI. In my view Af it is held respongible for its actual sins
1t will be held te account for enough, : :

I do regard more than what I mention to #r, Bradlee as less than honsest Journalism
in today's Post.

If you doubt my estimate of the news value of other Fost non-reportings I am quite
prepared to giww you what the Post has found without news value. You may then decide for
yourself whether the editorial judgements were based on normal and accepted standards,

The Post may now be more successful commercially that when I started reading it
regularly uore than 40 years ago. I do not regard it as the paper 1t then was,

There have been mahy changes in the world in these yoars, In my old~fashioned view
there has been no change in the need of the people to know, honestly and faithfully,
for representative soclety to be asble to function as it should,

Sincerely,

Harold Weisberg
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cofar s Paet osxerplidied the lust causes the peonlo, esnecially the young peopla,
v T ey tmaat Aa Bhe poena,

D e Oharles “1 0 asicing tor aelf-censorship in favor of government sscrecy
2 Tee w3 oed pagy and a sxiwy review of aa lrrelevant book in which you pot only
perna e Sheon secredd the Ponc has kept but preternd they Ao not exiat,

Tee combination alone ralses what 1 believe are banmic questions., One is of the
integrity of the press and the Post 1a particular, dnother 1s the role in which the
press, again ths Post in particular, has cast idself 4in recent years. For sll practisal
rurpRaas, from my own experisnce and obuecrvsilon, on basic political issues the preas
conaidaras itseld a fourth arn;’ of governwent, complainicg cnly that ths governmemt does
noh recoymize thls and desu not recognlue the superior wisdwn o7 Sho preas,

Mine is among the more extensive ui)eriencos with govermment secrmcy, L know of no
one elss who has mads s umcd aflort, including in cowrt, $0 sad this corrupting 3eCYOCYe
In no »ingls omse bsva I ever found a legitinate secrat. In evenjoese I have found that
the lav was corrupied to hids what i3 embarrasaing to government. I oan recall no secret
gver publdakad that wao ’iafumiul e national wecurity ia any 1;73:?. G@mmlly it i3 the
ather way arcund. The classic example 13 of the Bay of Piga, a disaater visited upon us
by press secrecy. fost of the world knew gemething like it was coming. Only the American
ozl Gld ast Lscause the press, including the Post, failed in its primary obligation.

e roviaw is of Ueorge Medillan‘s "The Ha.‘::l.ng of an Assassin," The review, liha the
Peak, amwmes that James Barl Ray kdlled Dr, “artin Luther King, Without this assuuption
#hy cavas avoud James Barl Ray ofMhis alleged b&ckgronnd? It is poesible for Hrglﬁlln
o owplte fkis ook saly becausw in it he does not address any of the fact of that torrible
eraass {a this e commdts sueh a ordme himsslf, The Post compounds ite

43 Jou kmow, thers bas never been a trial, Two days after this was sssured The Hew York
~arTied a repoTs on a nawber of books that had bsen contracted, all in support of the
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< fois moot costly crine ia owr history, All assuwed Ray's lone guilt,
Pooguetad o as osaying "thet be had o 'vory happy contraet' and that foveign
oty nad alrsaly besn algned by publishers in elght countries.” For what?
- s el stady of Rave™ On what besia?l have always balieved ¢ha* Yaues Berl
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M O Eaas WPLa iy L o lonera atd I bave never investigetied any aspect of a



canspiracy, which has left me free to. work on his biography.” Rather than invistigate ggy-
ihing, having inrestigated neitker the crime ner the lingering question of _o%pimy -
po doub%t the resson you describe your Flutarch as an investigative reporter,"hired a
psychiatiist" a0 e oould beiter undsrstand that dendpresent aythology that is the subjeet
of oravious eomapqndsme batveen ua, "what doe< it de to a guy to aleep in the same bed
with nis parents when he ilg growing upe”
Yy this tribute to "inveatigative reporting® you and McMillan have made ascessins

11lon was explisdd on him not Lavestizating anything. On Maroh 13, 1969 {this

Tipns intarvisw hap him saying "his bock was to have been published four months after the

s of mat layte tmial’ bab wath tihe avgddonce of a trial "The date may be pushed forwardy®
Trom this the Post dAntorvrata,cMillan's bock ia the proluet of sevem years of work, "

Tgr & hardvack book o be published in less then four montha requires that it ve
ready faor sehalngiagpesanafecturs, Thé noxmal spread is oix monthse, The only reason for the
dolay ia that the same day ¥oillama hoastad of his derring-do in asoumisg rather than
investizabing James Hexl Roy wrote tie judge he uwae sppealing. And obviocusly without
renzow bo lieve Shet Mo wlonr 532led Dy, Sing any dlography of him is workhless and
entirely irrslevante, Jhus row have cunverted it inbto "an ezplosive brealcthrough® and
%o mignifiosnt adalidion te ile mdllimms Zﬁwarﬁs a.lra.a; axpsnded on the King scsasginags
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tiome™ To Zhin you add Tul-clued. thar e "eoowiows By LamRy s thal there was no

conspiracy and that Ray was a lene raoist 1deolosue,” There is one book on the Xing

asagasinatisg the Mna% 438 nwo vrvias, sonwdadesd wlth the DPoatTa long Mistory. 2%
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dose addeosn b swida sad 1B gesn geove Ghot fay conld nus

Towwmoa leee mzTaoning Faithrlul to Beseld the Post did reviev all those booka thyt

e 6L o orime dtself erd thersby support the official mythologye

whder you bgve got anfoswsd your readers, She uingle

el on e Seete ol $hol horrdble erive; e my frasaelp.

. Loh wie Tpat wms redused to print wied 1 bwve since ande avaiiable
ST B0 0 g ane puridadly successdul ~epd entirely wmubsidized -
f e @il oridores S0 1ight, This would have been mors

Tl Ao vt A hed me ivterset dn fach and brathe
Sloge Do cTiaivet Tron thess secved Piles you

I . Coeoo i sre Vs nyeee 0 beryrnd cusertien %&fa‘t. the ¢rime waz not and could

LSTTRU T L e v clleged. Yhis slso provesr thabt the Department of
Justice ana G- B wm Georn o Lo rleweeup, of o ouen cnd of hdstory. Your plug for the

MeMilic:, ook iw cousintent with tldge Bxtracriingry indocd!



t

Theve L .ve bocn about o drge: hearings end calsudar calls in my eudt for this. sup~

3 pregsed evidencd. .ardn 1t Lo cesidoleny for o the Qost e bove mads oo nention of what

i is in evidenss in bhnt ossa. This 1 o intest with the -Jfob
! Tlea for the preofaculon i ol sl oaoewis ta raport the Tirst
* time the goveruvwent woo deleated Lb7e ‘;;ﬁa,m‘:’.
: of course, s wvun Lrgs hod o Shwhoen s o probsod our ficst une
! 2maied Presddent, o 7 Tera v NE2 e o7 Jon et 0fTiaas That be could
: ctand cpd Wlel w1 Anla Voot e, ot LaFn et r wiiel he liad undar cath
f: TR TS P AL Fas G news Hen, wien Iopabdliched it
| Cosheera g cendrorersy sbrh o chat Lestdosnye Aith thes in sdad pleape look at
;s thu 2 o s moimingts Yoot
2o canring, the pndy tlae thore was the tesilug of say
A natiom, dn fadzral disirict court in Heupbis
CRiiees Moihe DimRoASGan W Mot llan wes net. Catirally dhen evidence vas %o
FOR e e wnllioes Ghe wes 52 zlace for Mu‘thor of
ST e iln e o werda jour roviewes vwirors 10, {(ee.at of all wes ‘t a ploecs for
\ Pt e gttt nad haen haen D‘*'e-zm az the Poat keows snd failas $o say, apd
: gui L) onilen Ly oenle, 4F 1t 33 menret from the readers of the
{ Foatt alt degr ovare rodwhed - withoud cnms—-uxmulna-
tion o rabuiinle .:’.f‘ won A Lo 1 omave Yhoe tra 4 ! you ovay resd ther or have

aropone xlse read thew Tor Jo'l, N

! Al thus you find an drrvelsvnt bec e "dreakthroughe® Omuell cocld zot have mksd
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ik an apt sucapsulation of traddtionsl American comeout of the

role of the pro.n in ecoparienn wldh governmsy ., Jollsrrda Duln I0 EREmlzit regret it,

sday he dsicld realiege that on theas gut politicsl ia ey tLlers i3 o

1¢ he ware
raal dlatinctlon tetween presa apnd governments This is peinful for vme whp Tevercs the
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envl Paina, 1% i7 laatreetlve of any coneept of a rereszentative or

Py e sedotye I thils 1n wned 4F tekes o pudhliash e major paper todary, ws azo lost,
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Apd 47 this 1o the kiad of edltor you wani %o be; I do sorrew for you,
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