Mr. Laurence Stern Rt. 12, Frederick, Md. 21701
Washington Post 8/22/76

1150 15 St., W

Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Larry,

Because you began with a prejudice you were intended to have you never learned
much about me. My earlier expericnces include intelligence., I was an analyst. Also a
trouble~shooter, with a rather gocd record, Before that I was a Jenate investigator.
There also I was a trouble-ghooter. From this experisnce and from as intensive a 13
yoars of investigation and analysis as I believe is huranly possible since JFK was
killed I suggest a simplification with which you may want to approach a key paragraph
in your ¥ong Rossell plece in today's Post: in a really tough investigation or in an
xixy analysis in which there are few or contrsdictory clues the best course is to siege
upon one and bulldog it to death.

In your plece this 1s3"It was not clear then - nor is to today - why Morgan came
foeward at that time to bring Rossell's story to the sars of the nation's highest law
enforoement authorities." ' _ : v

I had no doubt then and I have no doubt now, I'll give you ons clues what else
was going on then?

There is virtually nothing new in your story., Confirmation that Morgsn was the -
source is naw as a fack but long ago he was my first gusss. I've forgotten why and what
his backgroung is. (More recently, because of ébhr reasons, I switched to a second lawyer
but originallyk I did believe Morgan,)

If I believe you to be some kind of fink I'd not be talking this tinms, Last yeax,
after 62 of exceptionally good health, I had pneumonia and pleurisy followed by a
severe thrombisis, with permanent dsmege that for several weeks has been bothering ne
more than usual,

I do believe that not for the firat time the FPost has been used in a disinfdrmation
operation, In this your and the Post's motives are irrelevante I don't think that Brade
lee’s bed is in Langley, either. -

And frankly I'm glad your prejudices prevented your esking me anything because I
have undertaken a very large work and I want to complete as much of it as is possible.

To an experienced analyst your factually completely corrsct story collapses from
internsl self-destructs. But part of the ascuraoy - whioch comes from acourate quotation
and oitation - is unfactual.

@'11 try to simplify. It simply is not txue that the Warren Commigslion did not know
of unfollowed oonspiracy lesds of precisely this naturé. And it is true that if the Poat
did not have policy detcrminations against me and my work this would have been widely
known, if not for the firet time, last November. That is when I brought out what you may
regard as a long, tendentious, prolix work totled Post Mortem. Barry Sussman was here
and I dsiossed it with him, He left with a copy. He found 1t too complicated for him and
turned 1t over to George Lardner. Bo a copy is available there. But what I have in mind, -
Ppe 4T5-87, esp. 485=7, esarlier was a nen~gstory to the Post's national demsk.I'm sure
Bill Claiborne and George will vemember, My release of 1% in April 1975, after I got it
under YOIA, aftir T7-8 years of effort, cpincided with the pneumonia. I waet through with
a scheduled press conferenges despite high fever.l gave Claiborns a copy of this transoript
first and he discussed it with me afterward. He ocorrectly chided me for wnderstating., From
ny prior expérience understatement seemed the better course, Perhaps I was wrong. But Bill
did send that tranascript to Washington and your national deck did read it and did not do
a story., Nor did the Times nor any wire xiuw service that I can recall.



The earliest reporting of any of this is in the mansucript you refused to read
in 1965. It 18 in my first book, which was finished in mld-February of that year.
Turn to page 153. That section begins about 149, Not an awful lot to read.

Schweiker began with four theoriest and wpund up with a single intention, to be
Pord's vice-presidential candidate. My corrsspondence on tl§iis and with him is dated prior
to Reagan's move. All four thoories came fromm my work. Ik tried without suocess to
talk him out of any theorizing but he was off and running, I warned him with precise
accuracy of the results if he did, He called me when I was in acufte pain, I apent &
morning with him on the way to the hospital.The above aitation is ons of the four.

Over the years, oftem too late, I've re-evaluated my position and approach, asking
myself how 1 may best come as close to possible to doing what I never intended to do
when I wrote thay first book. Literary considerations have come to be of least significanée
to me. I no longer take time to reed and correct most letters. I mean no offanse in this,
but I'm 63, work a long day still and want to go as many of those miles as Frost wrote
about. Leas and lems frequently do I undertake to try and alert the media to its being
menipulated. It is a competituve world that depends on sources. This translates for the
wost part into officials - and the need to go back and to meet the competition. Pokicles
evolve and are rationalized into news judgements. I can no more compete with this than
I can with the whoring the lanes. S0 I try to do my own thing. For years that has been
& very determined effort to bring out what suppressed fact I can and make as cowplete a

record as posaible. .
' I have had FOIA rsquests filed for all the things you mention for long periods of
time, Long enough to have them all in courte. But I'm still only one man. I have only
one overworked lawyer. I cen t pay him and he is just starting practise. We now have
three unreported — and I'm agtisfied they are unreported cases in court. Without help,
and that is as likely as shrimps whistling from the backs of cows jumpdng over green-cheese
moons, I can move no faster. However, with the onaet of slckness I did establish an
estate and have every confidence that two very fine young men will carry these matters
forward. I no longer have to tell myself that in this I serve the nation's interest, A
federal court has so mandated. Naturally this was not news and I now don't want it to be.
If I 414 I'd bave gone to the papers.

I had an entirely differeunt interest in the Romselli story and for this reason I
followed it. There has been persistent official lying about it from the outset. I'11 glve
you a couple of recent examples before I return to my own work.

Thers never wag a time when the FBI did not have investigational Jurisdiction yet
1t stated it did not and would not investigate. All the time it was. I can but will not
name eno interviewed and where, “any poelios departments are involved in a Rosselli ine
vestigation. To my lmowledge, from molid mources, not fewer than two have lied sbout thisa,
One involves a very dublous charactsr who es a policeman is a notoricus marderer, Two other
mrders colncide with Rosmelli's, perhaps only ooincidentally. One involved
dumping the body in the deep. The other is ruled "natural causes” by the medical exsminer
and "sulcide” by the police.

If I were to bulldog your story, as you should and I will not, from this single
hasty reading I'd say that an experienced political analyst of non-ingletonisn precon-
ceptions would be satisfied that of all the people who could have been respongible for
offing JFK Castro is the least likely, This would have been par$ of what I had intended
as mys second book héd it not been for the corrupt doctrines of the two books thay im-
nedistely followed mine. They pinned it all on Warren., In my view if he bears his own
faulta‘.be carries enough. There are gufficient to go around. Truth and goats are incompat-
ible, his is a burning point in history. It requires truth and the acceptance of truth
if thebe is to be a representative society of any kind,

Sincerely,
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Mr. Les Whitten 8/22/76
1401 16 St., N¥ '
Washington, D.C.

Dear LSB.
Were 4t to write an autobbography, which I will not, I'd title it Cassandrs.

- You mix¥ should recall a warning I wrote you some time back. Perhaps you can
see it better in the Post story of today ebout which I've writtem Larry Stern the
enclosed letter.

As 1t relates to Lerry, I ask that you regard it as private.
I do suggest that you read the citations I glve Larry.

Drew and Yack were used. I knew 4t then and why. Contending with it was a major
problem, I was of limited success only. I've given you a clue I did not give lLarxy.
If you want more fill me in on Morgan. I've forgotten why he was my prime candidate,
inftially the only ones

Not only no autobiography — I don't keep a journal despite urgings. In recent years
I've started putting carbona in such a-file on occasion. 8o I'1ll give you a little
background that may or may not be of value to you but will meke a jhurnal item for me
and may later have archival _valu’n.

'I'1) be factual but do not take all inferences as an expression of belief,

I had a contract for Whitewash with the son of Prinoe Serge Obolensky. Ivan was

an incompetent. His vice president, a Greek fellow who had changed his name(Iwas told)
to Ledes vwas a more sinister perscnality. I didngt want to writ éhe book for various
reasens so they provided an assoolate who was not up to 1t although he was a Stanley
Wallker man. To meet the contract I had to write the bock in a month. I had to- and did-
deliver by 2/15/65. I sent it in takes. I could not even write the chapters in sequence.
What I could do ;fastest I had to do first. When I reached New York they were raving
about what lLedes called a "gold-plated besteseller." Without any promos they had advence
orders for 35,000, “edes told me. While I was working with a gooially-oriented woman editor
of the farther right extreme Ledes made a trip to Washington, returned and the book wase
rejecteds * never got the advance or the return of the menuscript. I didn t have full

carbons and someé were on the olear side of mimeographed paper. Wamn't eaBy but my wife
and I did it rapidly. First place I went thereafter, sent to the friemnd of a friend, was
Praeger, whose connections then were not known. No point in giving you & long history.

I became a publisher beca use of my experdence with liberals at Norsen, They sat on
the book for mounths. Even asked Pom Wicker for an opinioj. tle was very decent from what
they told me. Then they wrote me that if I would rewrite the book -~ and I*1l never gorget
this so I'm not checking ~ around page 138, 1line 4, it would be a singularly importent
book they'd be delighted to do. I read this and realized it would require that I charge ,
the government with conspiring to off JFK end refused, (Motive there isj proof there isn't.)

One of the reasons my wiiting is as elliptical aa it is involves my concept of res=
naibility and integrity. Bear this in mind if you read that short passage in Whitewash,.
@8 the book has been thrown away you have it, I personally dslivered each of the firat
four to Yack's door after phoning first.Of those you know the Poat has all, as does Scott
¥alone, Jim is away.

The Odio story 1s true. I did enough checking, The FEI lkmew as did the Commigsion.
Only at the end did the Commission decide no rug was capacious emough for that dust. And
Tom Wadden thinks Hawwey was killed, too.

Sympathstically,



