5/12/14

Dear Barey,

I write this aftar a aingle roading of Cohen's “Nixon Dug Systam Simple™ in todey's
Post. 1% is not inganded ag ceriticiam, it 18 an exppossion of regreta, that something
like this atory wasn't done when I first s ggonted it to you, aftor the existence of the
sygtem beoaus knowa, and ﬂmt%handidn'tdofurtmrcheamghecamhehasleft aome
otthahsyquestiouaIhadinnind%lﬁrstwmﬁeyanmnkedandmnmmd.

X am not an expert in these matters but I havu had extunsive expericnce with an
assortuent of racoxders in dfifferant situations, including the most edverse scoustics
and early end inexpensive voloe activation,

Cohan's is a good pdece. It does muke unequivocal that, in Hal Idpwet's words,
"It should have worked fine." And all the rest gbout alleged quality and sophistioation
is bullaidt or Lupractiosl for the parposes of the bugging. It remdnds me of whwt I then
lmew ond this story contradiets for the Tirat tive publicly, that HeCord® . equipnent
wap a joke, The Post went Tor that one, and it is one of the early ocnditioning factors.
The workings of the Departuent of Disinformation on this whole Watergate busiress have
been rathor effective and the papers have been suckered regulerly.

_ While 1t i+ not uwy nejor purpose, lot tw tell you a 1i iie story sbout Idpsct anc this
stuff I have colled bullshdt, the Yquality" Jaszg. I wue at his place ouue and then wondered
why. It was loaded with what d4d Yook like the most sophisticsted equipment, unhidden, The
ostensible purpose was to bo interviewed for a talk show, on tape. Vith ell tiat high-clans
stuff, the interviower, supjosedly & friend of lipset's, uced his own portsble tape recorder
and a gingle mike, I can't raucmber any interview or any show except with a peuel vhere
there was wore than onc mike. Even on 1V, whepathe lavalier mike is aomson, I have done
shows where two juests shared e eingle stand mike,This interviewey used Lipeet's dining
room, not an acoustically-proparéd place, end got broadeast quality.

How it happensd thet %iere were soue youg college kida in the Los Angeles area who
wera sup.osed to do nowe interviewing. Lipaet had two Concord 3% machines he was to
have let them have. I happen atill to hava two id. ntlcal rachines. They wer« cheap, as
I remember it about $100 each in 1964, when I #ot them, They are volce-ectivated, This
low price included everything, mikk, voloo-activation, eto. But the work they did was
€ood enough for a roal pro like Lipset o use them lrofensionally.(I used the voios
activaticn for ane thing only, to save a hand, I used the machine for making notes, the
second for my wife to use in transcribdng, The alightest sound would start them up and
the problem of the &ep frou the instant of the sound was nover serious for my vwife, with
tudoo the gap coupar ¢ with Nixon's. Slowsst specd on this “oncord model is 1 7/6a

A8 Boon es the identification of the Sony model was first public I aiked a reporter
(retired) frimad in a distant eity to consult & friend of his about its capebilitier, His
friend has a hi~fi shope I remember his roporting that it had 15/16 capability, This is
the enly way you can get six hours on & single side of a five~inch reel. However, it is
8ix #olid hours of sound, not six elapsed hours, even though noises lile sirens will acti=
vate the machines. Two mechines, 12 hours. And rexember, the locator was the initial control,
It over-rode the voico-astivation.II get to Waahington too infrequently to have gotten the
speca on this machine but if you hav: them I would welcome a oopy and if you vant me to
inform you of anytiing I may see or suapect, I'1l be glad to.

What is of imediato intereat, except all the "inauiibles® and things like that i
how so much can be lost. Hore Cohen was éulled, &5 was whoeever edited his ploce. Unless
there is an sutonatic-rewind feature on the machihe, which I do not believe to be ComIon,
thore 1s pg way for it to start all over an: erase itself &8 1t rccords anew. I Lolleve
there are machine that do have autonatic reversal. If thds one did, then its unattendod
capability would have boen four times six houra because the rachines are two-trmck snd
8ach track rccords independently. This is also negated by the explanation that on that




Auntonatic zhutofs is not uncorzwon.

But it soams to we that any coudition pormitting the end of taping negated Hizon's
purposes. Besides, he is never without a Secret Service escort which could have watched
the machines.

I an again suggosting that 1t 4s time for definitive arithmetic. *t is just too
convenlent that the tape allegedly ran out when it did because it would peem apparent
that 1% coincided with conversations of orimingl nature, X an confident 1 know some of
this of that day and even more confident with other myaterious disappearances of recorded
'Om-

Lot me tell you two 1ittle storiea, one to Lllustrate the capabilitics of cheap
Sony equiment ‘\none of which 4s not good) and one to perhiaps amuse.

Tris same retired report friend gave me a little Sony TC 40 very portable cassette
machibe with buili-in mike to use in my interviews, Jumes Earl Ray's volce records poorly,
and the conditions in the maximum-security jatl in wiieh : interviewed him were terrible,
411 aix surfaoces were conovete. I had used a more expensive machine with external mike
I could point right at hin end it didn't get everything. Some of thome tapes are ine
conprohenaibles But from the time I started using the 7C 40 I never lost & word, of his
or any of the other four prisoners I interviewed ik the game Jail or in lesvenworth, also
conoreted in. I followed the undeviating stloe of having the bullt-in mike point alrectly
at Ray or tho others. I was slways 368 180° in the oppoalte direction, o one of my words
wag over lost. I neover nsoded the extru-sensitive external mike Sony pmkes, with builte
in preanp. It is cheap, selling for sbout £30. The inexpensive built~in mike is that
genaitive, And omnidirectionale In fact, until he got his own machine, tids made a projles
when I played back and dubbed the interviews for the ln-yers, My othor cassette mechine
had been Latercepted once oa ono of the soversl occasions on which my buggage vas. (Guce
& bravd nev typewriters wss destroyed with rcal profeasionalism, without leaving o
soratoh on the casee) This othor wachine has the record mechaniem tampered with so
expartly that ali the servioue availsble to the Mew Orleans police could not repair ite
The faciory has made at least & half-dogen unsuccossful efforts and I cen't afford to
replace all that was jiggersd with. So, I use it for playback only. Until Lessr got his
o muchihe like my Sony, when we dubbed directly to it by cable, I played the tapes .
on the nld machine and dub by having the TC40 built-in rdke pick thom up andmake
new tapsa, The Sony was so vhen we wanted to discuss anything we had to tum
both machinesoff not to piak up what we were saying. Where interest is in ths voice, the
008t of the equipment is not a real fuotor. Tids elso is & $100 muchine,

Thers was a time vhen I kept one of these old Concrodds with voice-activation near
my phons, for two reasons. Occasionally a witness would cell me and I could then record
the interview. Less {requently I gut threats. But I peyexr used the voice-gctivation mode,
It has five different wodes of operationw end it is not possible to shift by accident,

I used the one in which it was possible to use a suction-cup phone plokup and it alonue,
However, twice after I was away from home I retwrmed to £ind this machine switched to the
volos-activation mode. Once Iz stopped using that machine, this coincidence ended. Other
indications of intrusion, by the way, have note On the eecond my wife and I, by prew
arrangement, both had medical appointments in Vashington, so we were both gone for the
daye Of the meveral indications that someone hed been &n the house in our absence is the
dissppogrance of the plasti® bow in which I kept my return-zddress labelse I can't
imagine why anyone would want it, but I laso have kopt it in the seme place for years.

Sos 1 hope the missing pieces of this tupe-aquiment story will be followed upe
Hcom:hasanydntailahedidmtuse. I would like to know them.

Sinmrely »



