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iir. Ben bradlee
The Washington rYogt
1515 L. 3t., IV
Hashington, D.C.

Dear b, Brmdlee,

You cannot have consulted your inan in Hemphis before serislizing Jim Lishop, lor
if not his own recollection of his own excellent repg§ting certainly his nose would
have warned you of the sdkf-defamation anu the hhuse your readers anc their truste

You certainly did not follow established custon or accepted good business sense
in buying serialigation gfter publication and after certification of literary failure.

Nor were you consistent with your own orders to Ueoffrey WolIf with regard to what
was then the gnly book critical of or even on the Varren leport, not to review it or
any of those to come, the net efiect of which i that the Post failed to review it only.

laving no fetish for literary latrine-sniffing, + had ignored your page-one-
ing of this miserzble excremeng until a concerned reporter phoned me with questions
about the second instalment. & skdmwing is all it requesds. 1t is incredible tiant you
had nobody check your ouwn worgue on this awful stuff, for there is no yecuracy in any
of ite simpler elementse It is the cheapest fictlons Your own picture file will disclose
that the bathroom was not “"that door...at the h.ad of an alley stairway." With no
witnesses present, you know tihiere is no way of saying, not honestly, auyway, that
"The Simler"(ugh!) then "took his rifle and lLis binoculars and went into the bethroom',
But with a toget 10U feet awvay wund a scope on the rifle, why the binoculars? Consult
your filed pictures again to sec if the assassin "found that by crouching a little
he could sec the motel porch.” wWith a good "crouch" was the gne way he could nog see it.
Those piotures again, or your own reportert it was impossible to shoot "standing in
the tub", But does one "crouch” and "atand" simultaneously to see what one shoots?

Tour files will not disclose what happens to a rifle with "a leugc...used as
an ideal rest for a rifle". iy own work is poisonous to you, the more so becausce it
hag stood the testing of time and all who would confront it in person, so do not
consult ite Ask the Hational Rifle Assoclation. They have a publication on it I guotes

0f course, you have no way of knowing, but it is false to say "he watched the
black men move in and out of Room 306." It was not used as the meeting pl-.ce, and onxce
tihe King party returned there, it remsined there until it left.

Your o rgue wil. tell you that it was pot "Sernard Lee |who] cut in to tell
Jre King that it was chilly, that he ought to wear a topcost." 1t was Solomon “Yonese
Skipping two graphs, Kykes was not"helfway down the stairway" or "the first to realize
that Lr. King had been shot." I interviewed him, but of coursu, this you wouldn't
trust, not even on tape. Yo consult the transcript of his sworn testimony. I am fairly
confident it says what he tola nmec, that ha had twrmed and taken five stepse

How, the account or that bullut: I spere you most of the error for a siuple
test you can make from the trenscripte It had not "ewbedded itself in the spine at the



bottom orf the negkline..." The fastest and most certain way to check is in the autopoy,
wiich I had to suc tie Departuent of Justice to get \the filing of this sult was not
: news to the Post, nor was the swusary judgement I won, you havin: rceported so many of
§ them), but your own morguc will show the ofricial allegation that this "bullet" lodged
ander the left shoulder. Both accountdure false, by the way, as the autonsy shows. for
the bullet fragmented. However, it left no part where Bishop placed it.

Why Sishop had to impwrve on the officianlly-determined tiuce of t.e shooting I
can t even guesis, but by no account was it at 6:04, ibiQrgue agein, lior is there eny account
4 tho® hao Rey lcaving tie bathroom with the gun and binoculars "both wrapped in newspaper."
k| (There is a picture you should have showing a box wrapped in a bedspread. Willy Anchues
did not come out of his bedroome According to the duly-sworn affidavit (which happens
i to be suborned perjury) it was Charlie Stephens.

{(Ther: is no evidence, ofricial of otherwige, with which I can address that
"&irty moment”, but I would have suppouwed your conyreaders or proofreaders might have
had other tests, if not your traditional objectivity.)

As for those "fingerprints" that were "all over the gun", there was but a
single print on the gun itself, which does ati.st thet at some time Ray touched it,
but there was no print anyvhere on it where he would have had to left one had he used
it, In the same greph wo learn that it was Wthe patteny sic_l of stupidity" which compelled
Hay to drup his boodle where the doorway rather than the window can be properly described
as "recessed".

Yhus I also sidluned the first instalment, to learn of the SCLC that "ue got
no intelligence on idemphis", which is hardly congistent with your own files and the
graphic account of Rev, Bevel, or my own extensive information os the advancc knowledge
of several dependable reports t bt Ring was to be assassinated on his rcturn, or the
vell-rep.rted accounts of hou "ing was begged not to #0 backe "hls, no doubt, is why
you faithfully roport that #iny was "frightened". liow there is no Boubt about Lishop's
intended woaning, for L can pley you thie tape of his appearsnce on the “rost show, where
he uged the word "coward'". Is this how you feel of King and his career in so many jails,
his larches, his wholc litfe?
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There is little point in continuin ; this further, but the rifle you identify
as a iemington 700 and 760 was also a Sepingiield 404 by the same authority on the
Frost fhow.

and thus the people are informed by a great neuspaper so that a representative
society may function properly.

By a reuarkable coincidence, the serialization of' the glo-flop coincided with
the "release" of the pictures and X-rays of the President who wau vlessed with so maany
friend. 0ddly, there was no question in your paper about why, when the vresident's urine
wa: unrelated to the crime or its investigation, a urologist only was given "access". iy
another coincidence, he hapoens to be a right-winger from his published writing, which
.on this subject is scant. I am not sug esting that at this partocular morment were a
real pathologist to sec this stufi, the requirement of the contract were any wmedical
man to be permitted to, it would serve the national necd or any Keunedy iuterest. I feel
the opuoaitc. But you raised no such question, you scem to have no curiosity. snd no
paper wondereu how by looldn: at picturcs anc Xerays it could be deterudned who fired
any shot or shots, the aliost universsl lcad and head on the carciully-stagew loake

I Imew oi thiws leak in advance, anc I ofiered to backgrounu the Poste It reiuse d,
which curtainly is its owm bucines: and a decision it slonc could dales L would think
more id:hly or the Post it it would agree that L can live with this incident better than
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1t can. Ve both know only too well that there can be no benefit to ne in taldng the
time to try and help you secve your function, if not preserve your integritye I think
you know I know the time I fake to write this l.tter can do me no good and nay further
your deternination to present any shameful scrivemiin; on one side of' this notional
issue and your clear record of suppressing the other,

It is possible to conclude that I am a fool to talke the tiue, expecting no
possibility of any beneiit. Lut if I am not a fool, perhaps I have a purposc that is
mo.v than letting you know about the kind of trash you are setting in types You night
wonder if I have Santayena's caution in wmind, that those who do not learn frou bistory
are doomed to rclive it.

Were I a friend of any victim, past or possible, I would iind this painful.
and were I in any way involved in any of the story, as you may or may not recall you
were, when I would learn what eventually you will, I'd find the pain greater.

dhen I firgt found this out, quit_e souc time ago, I phoned Larry Stern to
tell him, lle was briliisnt (1it. ) in his sarcasm, so I followed the effort no further.

iy. regrets,

Harold Weisberg




