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Dear Barry,

If tape is legally film, which it is by conposition, then it may bs in & different
category than papers.

The law -.ith filn is that the purchaser of the raw film owns it after exposure, I
learned this when I paid for osone A-rays aud then had to boxwow them from the hospptal
4o show them +o o doctor. The hospital claimed ownership of the X-ray: fur which I'd
paid. Under the law they were correcte

later, in one of the FOIL suits I filed for supyressed evidence, I argued this without
refutation by the Governuent.

Ag I repenmber one of the wmoves the Government made to avoid letting me see the pictures
I wonted to oee ani to deny ne coples of some I wanted taken for me, it iz that only
Papers are "recorda." Theyvargued, as I recall, that film is not.

I don't remembor if Paul Valentine was there but I think he was, Gesell was the judge,
I was pro se and beyond myv depth, And Werdig represecnted the U.S. Attorney's office.

But it seems to me that if the Department of Jefitice has taken the position that
only papers aro records, they have taken a positfdn that argues against Nixon's having
the right tc take the tapes with him. ' - '

I can't recocnd Werdig ag an honest mon, I can euthenticate op osite credentials.
But if this interests you and you want to ask biz, the sult was Cd.2569-70, The record
is bock lnngth.

While I do not imow, I would imspgine that by now thers are procedents with video-
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tape that are ag the law is with newgpaper 1'ilm,

Awdio tape may be the sune,.

It is my understonding that sven 1f the photographer usec nds ¢-n Iilm the pletures
belong to the am papers

With Hixon it seens that nothing was hig, not the machines, not the tape, not those
whp attended the muchines.

The buszing was illegale. & have not secn any queastion raised about hiu right to the
frult of an il.egal endcavor.

As with aaything new, this is tenuoua. Hownver, I bhelieve that were Lt to be followed
something censtructive might emerge. Having all those tapes public property would tell
one helluva story.

Hope you finished your book up t.:e way you wenteds I had to lay mene aside too many
timea, The last time was when I was in the penultivate chapter, wasing some of hig versions
of his tapes ags they had not beens Soms time was required for Rar case worke lenicsuee
must have botn Nofziger and Colson there, And some was on another and completed book I
would like 4o be abls to shou you sometime soon. There was a time I would have believed
it has newsworthy content. But 1 have learned as there sre non-person persons, so 8lso
have I learned that thers is non-news news.

I hgpe the inevitable binding of the wounds bilt, which will bundsge a malignancy,
does not hurt vour bocke That and all the crap about hov tho system did vorke If 1t had
this wouwld have wound up tWo years ago.



