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As I romember i%, the last time .o spoke you indicated the
o belief that the ¥ieedom of Information law might well be used
more by the major .cdia. Perhaps tlis regret that it had not becn.

The Whitten case provides what L believe ase possibllities

for using it where rofusals %o provide the informetion asked would
: in itself make legitinate news. I would anticipate that the inveoti-
I gatory filos exempiion woula be involed. Yhis exempiion does not
g cover a2ll investisatory files, although the FBI would like it to be

believod thot it doose Claimings the exenption would be a kind of
3 answer, as you uay remember from the letter I seat you that I got
‘ from Fhilip Deans One doesn't claim the non~existent is cxempt, for
one exampla, And under sore circumstances the exeuption ls waived,
if involuntarily.

I know of tlde case ouly what has becn reported. Of the stories
I've secn, one recuest I'd recomuend, if anyone hud any interest in
using the law for reporting, is for & picture of the top of each of
the eartons, If the angwer is that no pictures werc taken, then
the FHI denicd Whitten and the others their right to exculputory
evidence, a right since the days of Acron burre IS it refuged wnder
; the exunption, then it exists and is the right of the accused under
| Jencks, in additionjto the pre-existing right. There are other
@\x posaibilities, 1 think.

ir a:'vozic wore to want to attempt soue investigative-rcporting on
this, I think the law could Lo a veluable aid. + have some thinpgs that
could be holpful in it,

; Reference to the typeeriter in today's story rekes we wonder il

+ there i3 to be an attenpt o link this case with souc strange doings

in the State of Yastingbon, wherc sowe uf the VBI's finks were uuong the
fartherostout. If ny rmemory is correct, they did soiie borbings with
federal naterialoe

If this interests you and I can help, let me know. Tho Yust has
several copiesmt of the s¥ioruey General's domorzndum on thds law. I
provided theme It is a good guide bub no more thau that becaus: it
precevds ary of the decisionse Therc is also an unpublished stuly by
the adcuinistrative vonforeace ol the United otutes, .hdch + havee +% is
not binding but does sug;est somu new epprouches :nd pogsibilitics. it
is not generally understood, but this lew cun work fast. Say case under
it goes to thie head of the cCockete

Sincerely,

llarold Weisherg



