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Doar 3arry,

Phore is a tragic truth in Bon kogsler's property roundup in today's Pogt. *% waa not
watil this year that uftention vas drawn o Hixon's tronsactions with propertys How ver, I
knew about it varlicr and Jagt yoar sent another Pogt 2ditor some of vy corregpondence
on it. lnd tho Post asked a quostion then, timing Wexawx being as importent as it is,
things might be a little differente.

Rhe clear import of today's stories is that thore is much crocked in all of this
but we can't get a handle on it. Parhaps you can agree with uy view that only some
porcevived urgent need would impel even this disclosure.l believe I know a fair amouut
g what is being held back ‘not with wegard to money and property) and why kixon is

nervous and appears 20 frightubad whenever ho cen be questionode And I do think that
with somo real investigating one caxn get a handle on this financial buusinesse

Perhaps a little pressure on that "intent" to give the government the San Clerente
property Would helpe Intent, latekm coming, is not the same a deed and there is nothing
at all to provent the signing and delivering of a decd now. BCept different intent, later.

. One of tho stranger aspects of ell these unusual transgctions is the upparcnt waste

of money. When Hixon had anough nmu-;nbemt—beaﬂng cash he borrowed wmonsy at &7 any
bank, including mine, would then have losnad him this monay for less. Why keeps cash in &
savings account at less interest than 89 when it cun earn 8§ by being uswd? Sigplifying

it, why get Abplanalp %o borrow from Xk a bank and then lend to hixon at more interest than

iHixon would have had to pay any banic?

I believe this can be g handle. Bub It suspicious. As you knov, I didn't bolieve his
nat-worth atateuent and don % believe the now ona, oither as of now or as of the tire he
took ofiicece -

There is an aspect of the Archives deal thet hns escaped attention. Donatlons of
gregidential and other papers of similar character are, under the law, subject to such
conditions as the donor way stipulate. le has expunded this a bit, including in ubat is
4n the Archives vhat he is np% ¢lving %o the government. Hy point is not tiat ho is
getting froe storage on the files he iz keepinge It is that the T.rms he may have stipue
lated may give hin a perfect weans of hiding all his pre-Presidential files. Suppose the
torms specify that nobody can gee any of these files belore 1980 and the iost wauts to
see his Checkers file, or those dealing yith his trips to Southesst Asia, when he sadd
othar than he recently reported? You can't sec them and there is no onus on him.

If this was in hio wdnd, it woudd n;t bo the first time soucthing like it was dons.

A1l the reporting of which.I am aware refers to & wjecd,¥ If there is no wore he has,
indeed, gzypped the tax collector. The gift and the conditions nust both ve accepted by
the Administrator of General Services wnder the law. *his culls for a contract, not a foed.
A handle on this could begin with a request to the srchivist and the adsminintrator for a
copy of this contract. Once when I did this I was denied it so it coula later be lc.udced to
a roporter whose story could be expected to be more ot official liking. But wouldn t it
look real fishy if pgy  this contract wero not disclosed. Secret covenants secretly
arcived at? Does he or GUA vant any of this now? and 1 don't think either would treut the
Post as they did me, leak teo & competitor.

Begst regards,



