12/20/73

Dear Bam.

The enclosed ocarbon of my today's letter to Ford 1s partly for your anusement,
FYI, for I really dongt meck any publicity, and partly beceuse by now 1t is apparent
that, while 1t may eeom paranoid, Justice does have a real and active policy against me.

Imustbodomgsomethingrimxtl

Like so much of the Warren matorial, this transcript ias subjoct to serdous misuse
by the nuts and publicity-seckers and that I do not want and do want to avoid.

In frustration an ascistant United States Attorney in Bultimore disclosed to my
lawyer in an old action for the ruin of our fam by military helicopters that Justice
is so hungup on nme thaywmdowlmtithmtatlmtodoforamthero&mmtohwtme.

I filed and won a precedent sulit, one of the nolse-ecology precedants, a decade 2e0e
between the lawyers and the goverbment this cno has becn long delayed. The amount of
provable damage 1s considerably greater than what I will settle for in order to avoid the
reliving of great anguish for ny wife. I ofrered a very reasonable compromise, one that
is for ne a great compromise, to eliminate a trial, It was in response to this offer from
By lawyer that the “eall assistant, Better, blew it And spelled it out. Yo 1z authoriged
to settle on his own up to $10,000. I won t accept that. ﬁe asctually hollered, I think
oy attornay said "smoreamed," about the opPosition from Justice to settling for $10,000,.
(When thoir costs and the coats of appesl are conaidered, $10,000 is actuslly a saving. )

I don't remenber his ezact language but I think it include *hate" of me and deter
mination t8 hurt me whenever and wherever and however possible, my interpretation,

Bacause this suit poovides the poasibility of broadening the precedent, that they
would risk establishing a new precedent they dnn;t w:nt 1s a measure of what they are
williing to riak to got at me.

Gensrally they are guarded about thise But there is another occasion on which

another Assistant U.S.ittorney let it alip. That was Werdign, in DeCuy and it was to

Bud Penatorwald. Bud was in court for sonething not connveted with mo, Werdig, appmrently
intending neodles, told him that at a particular time on a particular doy I was in %o ase
Bude Hot just in hda offioe. This was new: to Bud, I had not seen him and had not gone
there to ses him Rather had I gone to mako and leave coples of seme FBI reports on Fiorini
and Suares, aftor which I took a set to Woodward, What this also means is that Werdig's
lnowledge did not come from a tap an Bud's phone or mine or from a bug in his oftice,

Ky purpose in going into this is to ask you to bu alert to any indicatlon of it that
you nay detocte If and vhen it is Posaible, I am detoxmined to do something about this, I
do have some irvefutable proofs in my possession and I am secking more. I expuct to get
some but there candt be too many. I have been logking for a lawyar for seven months.Lessr
is looking for co-counsel becuuse he is inexpericncede When I can I will do what I calle

In Baltinore I made a counter- roposal that is less than my demand and more than
Bottor can settle on his owne I dondt know if he even proposed it to Jastice. Wers it not
for the spucial conditions we live undor I would not consider any compromdse. However, I
an foreing this back to Justice or to courts Once you give in to evil thore is no end
to 1%, lior to evil people of ovil intent, morv when they have pover and the disposition
to use 1it,

Un anoth: subject, ¥awd did not call me and that odd Ray business developed into a
helliuva story not yot ut together. You used a story I'rom Gore junior an! sdded a bit from

SRR

the vire. Transferring Ray to federal Jurlsdiction is admitsedly illegal under Tennessee law,

Justice has ignorod this and I spoke to Tennessec coungel Yriday nighte He was phoning the
warden the next day to advise hin that if Ray 15 transierred he will 80 to court pronto and

to inforu hin that he will bo at the “ashvillo Judl 10 a.ne iiondaye He wauto ne to be there

with him hat T con't hoo Sook.



