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e Sanford Ungar
The Washington rPost
1515 L St., OW
Washington, D.C.

Dear iir, Ungar,

Cereful reading of your today's quotation of the KsC plan on changing the low
on secrecy discloses it will serve other purposes, if it does not have that deliberate
intent, It will cover much more than what are called Mofficial sccrets” of & legitimate
or gerd~legitimute nature. It will have the eivect of mullifylng tho so-calied "Frecdom
of Information Lew", % U.3.C.552,.

If you will compare some of the language you quote with the Congressional reports
on that bili (I have one or both), you wil. find that this propossl would reinstote
exactly the dofinitions the vYongress found to be utierly wcaningless, that it will have
the elrect of empowering ke withholddng of whal this law no longer permits to be witie
held, Congress wont further and explained that it eliminated the kind of languuge this
proposal iould reintroduce pruciscly because it nade possibid the withholding of almost
anything anybody in the executive branch wanted to hide,

Couparing this proposed language and its ueaning with lyndon Yohnson's Fourth of
July oration (lit.) might be fun. It appears at the beginning of the Attorncy Generel's
“gmorandum on the +0I, 1 beldeve I lownad it to you to copye If not, it was :ackongie
or another of' your mecn covering the courts. His statemont was to comuemorate the going
into effeot of ta new lawe

Hy oun fairly extensive exporivnce with the FUI ig that it is ignored or lisc aboub
to the point of ay getting into courte Within the past week I got semcthing that aad been
withheld from me for a long timc in response to the last step required preliminary to
filings Therc was no reason for it not to have been given to ue on firat requeste t is
not gubject to classiflication, was not classitied, io just eubarrassing to an offiéial
positions This diiplicetes .uat has hap.ened falrly oftens In the so-called 1970 de-
clasgification of Warren VYou ission materials u Tairly large percentage was of watorials
& friend aud I had becn pushing for for ycarse idtchell denied me copies of some of it
while bis own departueut was declas:ifying it! Hitchell called ity as I reeall, law-
enforcement files, which was never, ever, true of any of it. The most regular liar in
ny experience is Kleindienst. Paul Vilentine has copies of my correspondence with hin
where he dended having copies of public, court records, He thoucht he was safe in saying
this, even though I initiated the papers, because he had confiscated the court's coplaenl
I had other proof of this, but the mice thdng was State's uwnwiliingness to be sued, which
led them to giving me the proof that Kloindienst, personally, had what I acked for. Even
after he knew I had ihis proof he continued to lie, and not until the case wes about to be
heard did iditchell over-rule Kleindienst, Liven them they licld out on me and I had to GO
to court to get vhat Hitchell had promised, The surary-Jjudgen-nt I got was not roported,
These arc the ldnds of things that willi be the most common if the NSC proposal becomes reality.
It is not genuine official secrets but "public information® that will bo most of whet will
be hidden. Bureaucrets get so uptight about some of thio they commit posjury -ith faoir
frequency. I have charged it threc times withou' donial. Sincerely,

Harold Yeisberg



