Kt. 8, Proderick 21701
1/50/12

Dear fg. Hackengie,

Both your storiles ir today's Bost are interc:ting end dvaw attontion to urgent
neods and dangers 0 a free goclety.

Changes in the illegaul-evidence rule may have bean brought to pass already and
not noted because of the unpopularity of tho @efendant whose conviction has already besn
affirmed by the court of appeals. In that case, 1liegally-selged evidence wau ruled
inadnismable ggainst the defendent with whom it was allegedly connocted and, as his
co~defednant and counsel tell me, was actually ruled admissible against the co~defendant
never tied to that seme evidence,

What makes tris wore perplexing aund somewhal susplclous is the follure of counagsl to
sup,ly copdes of tko deeision and his petition cort %o the Supreme Court to another lawyer
who has proper interest, to mo (and I have an aceredited interest), to the faully of the
prisoner, which made ropested requesis, or to aaswer repeated lettera from the priscner,
vhich thiz lawyer cpufirmed to me after I interviewed the priconocr. I am now seelkdng
coples of both by ueans not locally avallable to ue. If thls decisiun is afflmmed by
the Supreme Court, I lmagine it will become one of the more ropressive oned.

The case is that of Johm Ray, brother of James Earl, oharged with driving the getauay
car in a bank robbery. It is & St. “ouls case. John is now in Leavemworth.

8 There is a concomittant to your cditorial-gection piece I hope you can at sous
time ad.ress with equal scholarshipe (By the way, that "The Place of Justice" quote is
. on tho pediment of the Department of Justice Building.) Incredible conflicts of intorest
S by lawy tirely unreported in the papers and ignored by the bar, Both of James
Barl Ray were so saddled. The first, Arthur Hanes, admitted it o me when we
confronted on a(Xtaped) TV show. He admitted that he had first gotten Hay to sig a
literary-rights rathor than a defense contract and thet under separate contracts agreed to
with Villizn Bredford “uie Hanes would not get a cont until Ray was roturned to the United
; States. Bo ghereafter porsuaded Ray to abanden the appeal he desired to pursue under the
s extradition treaty, snk appeal that had every prospect of success becmuse under the troaty
4 political erimes are not extradictable and no othor motive was ever attributed to the accused,
Percy Foreman, Ray's second lawyer, agrecd to this confronbation and actually fled the studio
after flying to New York for that show alone when he loarned he would confront me in a
gang-up with Hanos. I print these contracts in facaimile AnFRAIE-UP, so Foreman lmew I
hed and undersiood thom. Both lawyers wero dependsnt upon the revenus from literary rights
for expected and agreed~to large fees. But with a trial 81l rights became public domain
and there were no exclusive rights to provide any income, Moveover, each lawyer represented
himself and fay in the financial dealings in which thelr interests were competitive and
from which, in both cases, itay got not a aingle ccnt from these literary righta. About
$40,000 did change changes. Foreman actually got Hay to sign away gll hls rights. The
pde was out 40> Hule and 6(6 Foreman.
4 I was, naturally, disappointed that no peper found this newsworthy and that the
bar association was totally indifferent. The Texas bar was informed. The presiding
Judge knew the whole story and accepted ite Huie swore in a deposition, as I recall, that
he showed or gave these contracts to Judge Battle.

Since completing tho book I have developed more information that makes this a nastder
mess. Justice becoues impossible in such cases, and reprecalve precedents are set without
Congressional enactment.
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