5/28/72

sre Ben sradlee, osxecutive sditor
The Washington rost

1150 15 Ste, LW

Washington, .C. 20005

Jear Hr, Bradlee,

rxBellent, relevant and accurnte as much of the Davidson-i‘btm.ons plece, "The
Violence ot th. Jbsposued" in foday's Uutlook is, it remsins inadequate .z mioleacing
and fails to allocate resp.nsibility for the fault it correctly find.

This letter, by the way, solicits no re-ponse. 1 am aware that you are a very busy
ngne iy purpose is to inform and provoke thought, no more.

The opendng is particularly good, but it achieves dishonesty Zkx in “The lational
Patholo:y" section by restricting itself to what cur soclety shares with most others and
eliminating the most inmediate "mdlignant elements", carried forward in ".i Good Country",
whers historical not current national violence is given as causative. The current egf of
political assassinntions coincides with Vietnam, not the winsdng or the west, with netional
policy, wuot history witi wilch none of ithe accused had much associations Need one expound
ou tle: bestiality first nddden, then condoned or preised by all the mejor nedim, that pir=
aeated thu lives of all tiw accused? Sam Houston and suffale 5ill surely didn't,

"The Roge of Impotence” flies into tie face of official mythology inseparating iay
from "these pathetic non-wiruers.” This is the motive attributed to him, not Sirhan, who
is includede But if the burden of this section iu to be acceptusd, then 1t is a glmple
mattery given your beldief anc that of your authors, to pluce the blese for the JFK
ascassination squarely oo the ¥Ul, vhich got Uswald fired frow every Job he lad, accordinmng
to tiut which the Vomiisuion elccted to suppress but is in its filed. And he did not lack
satisiaction of that "Luner feeling” in sli his employmcnt. (Nor did he have “nowhere to
50 but home to ta tulevision with a six-packd)

+lawless as iz the reasoning in "The Culture of Violence" when it deasls with the
influence of such things as "Gunswsoke", whéther or not the other adcused saw these shows
and mowies, Uswald didn't, preferring the Philbrick show praising ir not glorifying spying
for the Fil, ihat could the shrinks do with tidas? e diun't even miss the reruns,

In the context of th. plece and its doctrine, the conclusion of this section inmvoking
"the partial spirit that bullt imerica when it was a strug ding young nation" deccives and
covers up, for the wartial spdrit thet could have influcnced these accusec is that ci toda¥,
not the past, Vietnam, not the win ing of the west.

in one way, if to lesser degree, this plece is consistent with all the writing about
the assasainations anc mental heddth. It will be taken by the adck as suggestive, How interw
osting that the psychiatrists ignores sremer's reading of "R.M.K. Hust bie%, If I am no
shrink, I can refer you to the ruperter closw to -dlwaukee who 1 asked tu check that library
the ovendn: of the Wallace shooting for just tlds kind of thing, it was to 26 50 obvious,
The get effect of all the ssjor reportin:: of &l) the political assassinations iz that in
this land of poace iu widch they 0 Jorgign, ouly the lonc nut coundts any bucsuss he
finds in 1t hds own fulfillzent. Jhe sickest of thds cndless ropetition, which begun «ith
the JFK case, wa: iolfer's senate-comudtee ap carance,



i am not singling out the Yoste i inow of no mujor pert oi the media that dic not
do this or should not have kuown better. ..of an I su; estigg there wa- no legitimscy in
the question. dather am I auggesting that the manner of treato:nt wa: sycophantic, not in
the honorable tradition of American ruportdng, and inevitably insemirating rather than
"discouraging such notionse

The net effeot was to sug -est assassinations to those 111 and susceptible to suggestion,
of .howm bremer and Sirhan seem likely subjects, With the truth of today's piece, thut we
do have all these sick people, what the bress has done is almost to acvertise for assassing,
This iz not a new feeling on nmy parte. I have been worried about it for a long time and have
spent many hours trying to declpher one such threat, begin:ing about a year agoe What has
worried me more ig that Cine minds, not wediocrities, amon: these countless sick, would
be 30 turned on. With the "responasible" preas of dloged mind and fixed policy, I did a
basty piece on this and submitted it to The .ational Znquirere I do not presume that Fou,
bave the time or interest to read it, but I send it anyway. I ask that you please give it
to raul Valentine. He had covered the Aing assassination for you, =0 when this threat was
referred to me by Gravel's An, 1 save Winm a CopYe lie nmay or may not be interested in this
prart of what I found worth cousidering as possible hidden messages or preiictions in that
threat, which was in the form of a dircet challenge to me, "Can fir. Weisbery translate?"
Let 2 man like the author of that one, an intellectual, start pluying games with the police,
vhether or not he ever gets around to trying an assassination, he can do considerable
damnge if only in diverting their enepgies and attention.

Your pivce quotes Santayana aptly. Lot me also cite him: those who do not learn from
the past are doomed to relive it. sdobby Kennedy liked this one, but failed to heed it. ilag
poor Teddy hasn't yet learned who held hot irona to nim, s0 ne still misplaces trust and
denies it where he ought not.

intendiing no oiTensc, I comment on your pag-one dremer plece this morning, This ds
the cliche jouwrnslisnm of the past, not the kind of work one mlght expect of the secaingly
new rost that'is emerging fron the hand of the (I hops) dead wiggins paste With all the
80od reporting you have dons on this cas:, and all the fact you had to have developed,
printed and unprinted, is tlds your concept of constructive journalism, or of the Fost's
staidards? Could not soneons, especially with the rost's fine record of reporting FBL
deficiences, hove considered doing a plece on how all the police fell apart in the dremor
case, beginndng long bofore the increcible performance at hisapartm.nt. the schmalz you
rendercd was rencid beioru the pot boilede Vifiicult as is the police role in clections,
and closw to impossible as it is to frustrate a deteruined aseassin, thi. one wight have
been detected with alertness not really above the norm, and the evidence at ids apartment
might huve had evidentiary velus. The FBI arranged to destroy that. The parallel to the
Cswald case nay be unimown to you, but when there was no need, all the "evidcnce" sedzed
was taken iliegally and could not have been used in a trial,

It is always time for the casting of motes. 1 look forward to the day whoen the iust
and other major elenents of the media recall the complete biblical admbnition.

Sincerely,

Harold Weigberg



