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2/24/73

George Lardner
Washington Post

Dear George,

Your this morning's review of what %o me is She idan's self-justification is the
only balanced and fair one I've geen., I write not $o praise you but on the chance that
you will be following this story as it unfodds. If so, perhaps som. of the information
I've accuaulated might be of interest. It 1: not tho result of investigations of cithor
Sheridan or Hoffa, for I had no interest in either per se.

Itnay help if I begin «ith explanations of “wo things. I met Sheridan twice only.
The first time was in response %o ny request of iiliot Frankel for a transcript of an
NBC show. Sheridan drove up to our farm in responses. I never got the trunscript. He
told me he was doing a spocial and would want to interview me for it. He questioned me
about my attitude toward Garrison. I told him what it was as of that date. It hes changed
from time to time. Ho drove his car so close to the house I wondered later if he hnd hime
self wired, as you uny recall he was caught in the New Orleans courtroon. Later, in New
Orleans, Rick Townley, who was with WDSU and was working with Sheriden, made a supper date
with me and then stalled for hours on the pretense someone else was to Join ua. Ultimately
Judge Wisdon's horsey daughter did and of all the pl.ces to whoch we could g0, Shoale;-
Rick chose Just the ono in which Sheridan had just been scated. fy relations with Garrison
Were ncver as presumcd and sometimes reporied. Your story saying he took his apyroach from
my seript was the beglnning of this change. I doubg ydu want details bt from the time of
ny third trlp to H.0. we have barely been on spesking terms and in his book I am next to
the cardinal sinner. That in Sylvia Meagher. I began devil's advocacy with my first trip
and on aspects of Russo nobody clue was ever interested in. There is quite an untold
story thore. Sylvia, who had indexed the 26 volumes, I assumed to have a better knowledge
of them than I, agreed to fil1 this role and then refused, eo when I learned this I did.
You got to know enough about Jim to know how unwelcom: that wase I think you can understond
how much we trust each other when I tell you he has refused to let me have transcripts he
has of the hearings on the fedorml chmmges against him and I have unquestionable proof
that Show gwore falsely twice and other than as Garrison charged of which Garrison to
thig day has no lmovledpe, with the Shaw civil suit close to trial. :

I never asaw Shaw in the role in which Garrison cast hin, as uy writing shows. What
1 pdcked up about him, and it is a fair amount, was in every case incidental to other woric,
Shav's counsel, who are satisfied with my writing about him, uade allegations agninst me
in one of their motions, but you may remember that when they issued more than 30 subpanas,
thoy addrossed none to mee Despite legls Kennedy's dissembling at the trial, he did find
out that a man using the namo Glay Bertrand did exist, and I have the proofe You may also
remcuber the prosecutdon did not confront Mm with this at the trisl. I am here sug, esting
that L have reason to believe the ¥BI did not 1ic to Rumsey Clark or %o you at the time of
Clark's confirmation hearing. At the seme time, I do not sug est that thig in any senpe
validates the indictmente As early as 11/67 I got more on this in personnl interviews. So,
there really was a CMly Bertrand and none of this was used in the trial. “ikewise, wheress
I had earlier agreed to be the prosecution's Dealey Plaza expert at the trial, although
the New York Times roported my presence at tho counsel table, I had, in fact, refused %o
have anything to do with the trial, was in lNew Orleans during the Jjury selectlon and left
before it was completed, and nover once sct fodt in the courtroome I refused dirvet and
indirect importunings to return to the trial. I was not iu llew Orlesns agmin until 11/71
and then on other vwork.As best I can now date the change in my own thinking, it was 11§07,
when I got reason to doubt vinm's explanation of the origin of hia "probe"-not Long and not
in Hovember 1966.

So, I was my own pan and did my own work, often conaulting with Ivon in it and gunerally
at log.erheads with Jime



i
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It is I who brought the suppressed Secret Service information on "Farry" to light.
Earlier I had been attracted to the palpably false testimony adduced adout Ferrie. He
always was one of my major interests. I nov havo amore information tham I could use in a
long book on him, including an enormous amount of the suppressed information about him
plus et least as much developed from wofiicial sources., Pursuing information about Ferrie
led ze %o Norris Brownlee and the fink who went by the name of John Coorge Wyatte I turned
both on, seperately, while Sheridan was active down there. I taped not less than six hours
of John George in ny motel reom one might, lasting until dawn. spilled his guts. I was
able to check some of it out with people like Hoke May and got conslderable confirmation
of what he spilled. Of what is relevant to the Hoffa story, this included some kind of
relationship with Sheridan in Detroit. Remember that affair of the contrived black witness
NBC aired, leter exposed as a fake? Brovnlee and John George both told me this. LIt slso
inciuded an offer of, as I now recall, $25,000 to Jolm George by Sheridan for scme dirty
work the nature of which I don't clearly remember. Hoke set thelr meeting upe He told me
he had never geen a man so frightened in his life an John Georgee. The point was to somehow
boobytrap Gerrison.

At this time both these dubious characters had been fixed up with jobs in Baton Rouge
on the Hoffa matter by Sheriden and Whitey Partine. Aside from whatl they told we of thls,
I have accldental kuowledge from two other sources, Sarg Pitcher, who was doing some
checking on them, and a Baton Rouge reporter who nuue I have sowevhere in my notes who
vas astounded at tho opemness of the while play by Partin, who waso contacting the press
himself so pictures could be made of him bailing Drownlee out on a conlrived autowvehicle
cherge. As I remember it, this Baton Rouge reporfor was an experienced uan who had spent
some time in Washington with UPI, The two finks told me thenm, at that carly date, tiat
Sheridan, Epatein or both had arranged immunity for Partin on a series of serious charges
in peturn Tor his lLelp in getting Hoffae If I am not mistaken, the current charges agalnst
Partin do not include the sarlier ones. Un those the pre-iixon and the Nixon Depariment
of Justlico has done nothinge

I had two John Ceorge tapes. As I now remcmber it, when I loaned Ivon the firat one
1t somehow disappeared from Xk his office. This had also hapoened with an earlier and =
me much more inportant tape more directly releted to ny JFK work. So, thersafter, I never
let Ivon have another tape. L probably dubbed some for him, but no nore originals. So, I
know LI have the second tape. Un it John George spells out how, if Garrlson got his charges
ageinst Sheridan and Townley into court, they were all going to teastify that Sheridan would
pever have becn parby to any such thing, that it was all Townley, and vhen this pure and
noble Sheridan learned about it, Be 2ot rid of Townley. Bearing on thls, Rick gave up a
good thin,; with WDSU end went to ~ew York, despite his liking of New Urleens. He did not
g0 with NBC but with ietromedisa.

Some time later, there was a mysterious, deliberately non-fatal shooting of John
George, nover solved by the police. To the best of my knowleile he has bwen silent aince.
From before I knew him ho was & narc fink. e planted a oase againsi someone friendly
toward Garrison, confirmed to wme by the federal narcs. The case was droppeds At the time
of the mecond tape, he was already afraid of me. Brownlee thereafter ducked me aud I had
too much I could do to persist® because I felt 1 had alrcady gotten frow hin all 1 would
about Ferrie. Ferrie had been his godfather. He was a profound influence for evil on liorris,
as on uany other young men. (And he did kunow Oswald, end they were in the CiB togethore
Garzison's peosle were plain incompetcact on this, partly because they were professional
cops and were protecting one of thelr owa from not less than a perjury charge. Less than
24 hours after Ferrie's death, tiere uas a kidnappng related to this by police of tvo
parishes, adwitted to me by tho victinm, a young gay, in the prescnce of his mother and
his lawyer, on tapes)

Since DV started going after Partin, he hag been blowing hot and cold. Once when hot
he save a long deposition to a lawyer then didn't sign it when the court reporter typed it
up. If you are intorested, I can lot you read i? but because it is not my work I can't
glve permission to use ite



Now that Carrison has lald his egg and as I see 1% is doing as much ag he cen to
help the feds put him away and to lose the Shaw civil suit (which isn't really aimed at
hinm but is designod to milk the three richest T & C nen), perhaps you may have some
information of Ferrie that you picked up down there that you need not hold confidential,.
I donjAt imow what you got from whom, but I have since then learned so much about rFerrie
that I think it is possible that whot might huve seemed to have no abonificance to you
could moan somothing to we. Bringuies, for esauple, had an livolvem-ont quite different
than he told the FBI anc he perjured hinself before th. Warren Commiaslone The tostimony
off anothor witness was aliered to provide a guoto supporting Bringuies's pe jury. I have
the pre-alteration typescript aud the chang- was by $he Comwligsion lawyer. 4 bolieve you
interviewed Bringuiers

Just as the ¥BI dissembled on Clay Bertwand, they diasembled aud suporessed on
Ferrla. The friendly Ferrie-FBi relatioaship grew to the point where they were having
good times with soue of the press just berore Perrie diede I have the notes of some
present on those occasions. such fun! from these descriptions. Some reporters filed
copy that was not used, but 1s illwginating.

Jack Martin, by the way, wes noi the onc who first called attention to the Ferrie-
Oswald rolationship and what Herman Kohlmann actuslly said was grossly misrepressnted
in the varliest FBI and Secret Service reportse &dding to the mystery on this, leas than
two hours after the JPK agsaszination, the Loulgiang Secret Service was looking for one
Jack lisrkin, of an offbeat religlous soct, at the requeat of the Dallas Secret Service
offices L have the reports, including Rlce's of his investigation near Yoldonna. I also
have tae sup,ressed report of the Kohlmann lnterview and 1 heve interviewed Kohlmarm
myself, The Tirst report was from & CAP colleague of both Ferrio and Oevald, And that
i8 when — and I suspeet why ~Ferrie went on that erasy tripe. His phone intere:is woras
other than Garrison speculated. He was trying to reach Wray Gill to find out what{ the
score Was. liartin was used by the fods to obfuscate the wiole thing. They kuew where
Ferrie was at the time of the assassintion, Be was with “‘ee;l.a Kennedy, in altendance upon
the court in the liarcello casees A week later Kemedy filed a report that is s0 brief it
makes no mention of Ferrie, I have it if it interests you.

I go into this not to bore you but to indicate there arc wany ways that what you
could have been told when you first went to K.U. might have meaning you had no way
of knowing, What the feds told you could also have mesning. Did you know that one of
the first things the FBI did in New Orleans was to freeze the Scoret Service out of
any investigations ilere and then to start suppressing, including what the Secret
Service already had? The ban agminst the Seeret Service was from Washington, was {irst
conveyad by the N.O.FBI and was then confirmed by the Weshington Secret Service. 1 will
be writing aboub this, but I'Ll be flad to tell you the whole thing in coniidence ifl
you have any interest in ite I find it a fascinating stéry. One of the tapes that disap=
peréied from Ivon's ofriice was of my first interview with one of the foreclosed withesues.
I ianter re-interviewed him, aguin on tabe. Good thing, too, because ho was kiiled in
Hurricane Camilie. In and of itself it puts the entire story of the assassination, of
Ogwald end of the FBI's investigation in an entirely ditterent perspectives 1 also have
confirmation of this witness by the only other oue in the world, again ou tapee

Sal Panzeca kmows I have proof that Shaw svoro feloely other than ap Garrison
charged him, I told Sals In an efTort to persusde him to abendon what T bulisve would be
another injustice, I told him ono of the things, bub not my proof of 1t And vho eloe
also sworv falsely about tho same thinge

sincerely,

Harold YWoiskers



