11/21/75

Wr, George Lardner
¥ashington Post

Kews Room

1150 15 5t., W
Washington, 1.C. 20000

Den ¥ George,

Shat I feel impellec to thank you again for what was once the Journalistic
norm, honest, impartial reporting, saddens me. However, the tradition is no longer
the norm, &8 12 hard ycars hsve finzlly pounded into my heed.

First, so you will have no doubt and if asnyone wonders I enclose a copy of the
appeal Jin filed with the sanctimonious Levi wonths ago, May 5, after stonewalling by
the FBI that begen in 1969,

After we spoke I also spoks to Jim, who has had the Complaint ready but just
hasn't been able to file it. He had planned to by now but interruptions prevented it,

I don't think enyone has the yerotest notion how much work he and I d#, without
help or support, and how easy it is for officisldom to keep taos and stonewall. They
don'{ have to spy to keey tabs. They know from proper invdlvement., (Not that they don't
apy. I have copies.)

¥What delayed this was first, ny general bolicy to eveid going to court if pose
5itle and then to give the Government more time than the law does. Theg the cnormous
labor of the Ray appeal. vhat vim {ilsd is olose to 1,000 pages. Then the nssty CBS
attenpt at Madison Avenue promotion of 1tsKing/Ray segment, which required imuediate
responee on several occasions in Pennessec mumwhkiny courts., Then tho filing cf the
appeal in my C.4.226-75%, which itself was delayed until the laet minute, by these
other needs. Betwsen my illness and these various tiwe pressures I huve not sven
been able to read the appeal in what will again be POIA precedent, not a good
Bitua'kion.

If the Post wants to go into the story iteelf more I'll somshow find time to
help. There are several days i which it can. What I do not believe is tbat it wants
to. However, I make the offer. It can, for exzample, Join me in this action, whick Jim
and I will pursue alone otherwise. If it does, because I have no literary purpose, I will
let the Post have first rights to what we'd get. My belief is that it can be enough to
blow the whole King assassination story apart. (Paul Vslentine msy rememboer that Y sesid
about this to him years ago and then made offers to the Post through hiam.)

One illustration is if I cau get even a maior part of the lab vork. There is no
posslbility of doubt that the FEI kmew the so-called Ray rifle was not uscd to kill
£4ng. Thére is no doubt that at least some and I think enough lob uork wes done. There
is nd reasonable doubt that from what I know was done the ¥BI knew this and then lied
in o way I have charged without even pro forms denisl uas PErjury.

We'll have to check +-i%h Jin to see if what follows ia still covered by the
protective order of the court by which I was covered as Ray's investigator during the
discovery Jim and I exercised jointly in early October 1974. I think it is nbt but
wtil I am sure please regard this as confidentiale. There is no single FBI report
accobpanying any of the £3I's work on guy samples. Bullst, bullets, test hullets,
ghells, soil, fingerprints, cigarette remains - anything at all.




I don't imow how much you read of Post Nortem. But during the meeting Jim and

I hsd st their requost with those hree FRI characters, Bresson, “ilty and Frazier, we
made it clear that &) I had the zoods on Fragzier in the R JPK case and would be preg-
sing in court if neoessary b) when we could we would formalice the tnanswered
request 1 had made in the 8ing came. Frazier took an early retirement the most obe
vious accomplishment of which wae to prevent what I'd¢ told the kesistent U, S.Atthrney
I'd demand in couwrts an affidavit from Frayier as the govermment's real expert. “ilty
was not. ’

This can lead into an area in «hich the government may be able to resist Pro=-
perly under the law. I'm not a lawyer. But I think 4f%k it does it will also mean a
zajor story. And I'll lay any odds Levi will not want this gone into and agents and
lawyers will go to any extreme to prevent it, I'1l lsy it all out if the Post has a
genuine intorest. The government has to know who Bay's associates were. Their problem
vas that placing theee people at the scene of the crime did not prove they did it and
because Ray was not there, he could not. (They offered him a deal on this, by the way,
appareatly not having figured out where he really was when the crime was commi tted., )

S0, if the government invokes the investigatory~file exemption it can relate
to only others, not Ray, or awounts to a confesmion thmt it hes withheld +hat is
exculpatory of Rey. In plain English, framed an innocent man on one of the major
and certainly the most costly singls of crimes,

I aan't %ake the time to try to check my files on which reporter might have
been used by Hoover, who would not appear to have had the local knowledge reflected
in bls plapeinting avother place for ®ing to stay, the one place that uade the assassi-
nation possible the way it was donee. I am not susgesting he set kt up, if it had thst
effect. If you laww the lscal arsa, this lkind of job was impossible at the Holiday/
Rivermont. However, I think I can make & few susgestions.

Aslde from reeovering, malling out the books for which we are receiveing
sncouraging ordera without a single news account telling people who to get them,
ny major interest is getiiog back to writing ehat + have slready rescarched and is
daily being corrupted. Howover, if the Post has a genuinc interest in any of this,
it can depend on me for any help possible. Whether or not, Jis and I will proceed as
vest we can and as of now I'll just let those who want what I get have it, subject to
Jim's judgement and Ray's neods and rights.

Again thanks,



