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Ur. Gooffrey &, “alff
The Wazhington Post
1515 L 8¢, aw
“ashington, L,Ce

Dear ¥r. “olffl,

Your column in today's papor is Pims ard ivporteht. Too bad you had to stop
short of tellling the rest of the story, about the connlicity of newspapers in what
you properly expose ond their own purticipation in censorship «nd suprression,

Jo you kKuow thet nos o singls impartsnt newspadar revieved my book and that
mosh of shose that dld revis. subsecuent bo-ke or th: scue subject Knowingly ettributed
in others whst I hed done? How that VHITEWL.D is out ia niperisck, the Wew Yor:
Ti.e» noted it in "Booke NSeveived” yesterday. Tct vas ariginul edition wes never
noted, even though the Times wct 1Y free coplces, i .2luding o numb r for raference
ourposes, befere lhey sbarted buying thems

¥hat kind of freodon of the press is thers for the writer {#nd small
business men for whow most vapers so blesd) when his existence i3 denled, his
wnres sttributed to others, e is slaandersd wizhk iupunity by popars which refuse
to rrint retreclions (such es yours in whe affeir of Marriassa Smith, the ons man in
the world who doesn't tasw wheire he was when 4o loarned Zenuedy was sssossinnted,
although he won the Pulitzer frize for his vaporsing of it), -nd his business 1€
officislly iabterfered #ith by tha post offics (which expluins 1% all with the
most ecstetlic axvostulutions of Lre new helzhts to which ineffeciency has & =n
raissd 3ug glorious ac:ountings of how territle the serviee is, ‘13 terrible than
ever befors in ulstory).

in very sense what I did »es news, log{¥mste news, Sava for the Ws1l Street
Fournsl, s virich ite was socye=-the-fdld, voze-ohs nsws »f + hsuineas ostiure, o9n
you rvaczll s single honest trestment, wore than s few slurring remarksy Yet there
are 22,570 covnies in print, &1l but fower then 300 in com-arcinlchennals. The bookm
is in prperback, with san initial printing of 250,000, I've ssen no mertion of it, save
2 tsil ad ed to a lublishers' “eekly story on my seccnd bask (I alan't seond yen 8
copy not to embarress you). Yet it is doing excitingly well ke fore any advertising,
Last wesk it vwas second-best paperbsck saller in Philedelphia, top in non-fiction,
when it had been out but e wesk or &, C'Hara's Lockwood Uoncern was first, It put
Innuest out of bYbusipeas ia less Shen tuws amenthe, without advertieing, when Inoues:
wes getting reviews that were tut puffery, wker it had nct e single other bock for
ceupetitions You kmow ths history cf putlishers on thkis anhk et, ecpecial'y on -~
this book. 1t i3 @s rotten s3 that of the papsars 2nd mest migazines.




The intellectusls were silent. I knew., I sought their nelp,

Many peoplex in the bonk trads lmow ol the extensive pleglerism from
my work. I am silent because nf the sudjeet matter. Is 1t normsl and netursl for
those who knos of 1% and tell me of ceser I d¢ not kiow o be silants Is this
also s smpple of the frec press? I'vs had one editor tell me he hes seen my work in
the writtnga of eight others, inebduding identifsl paragraph strcture, is publi-
ecations says nothing. I eesn show youx the rep@@ﬁon of even my typcigranhiczl error,

Your psper bas seen fit to comrent on the suprression of a beok on the
assassination - Jim Bishen's - which he doesn't expact to write for sno<hsr twe
years, That's real news, mt what happened %o Sauvsge snd Lone e3 well as me is
Bot worthy of uote, *t is the seme Mr, Cert of whom #e heard in the Bishon case
%ho broke his contrsed with Sauvaga. His ¢ npany declined my book, which the editor
likod, on the ground I am =an unimown writar, Praeger's reason was mere oriminal:

I am not s famous scholar or luww-3chool desn, Doubleday: "Our destsion was no:
editorial ani not sasy to srrive at", Goodwini He followed thscrders o7 the aditor
for whom ho roviewod Lpstelan's book, ihe editor who will not s1l0w mention of mine
perhups he now will - Dell adw rtises),

g

ou mmed the righis nares. Ynly not encugt ¢ thom.
Nonetheless your orticle is valuable snd immertent, eng 4 Lops veal can

do more bfong the seme line, even ii you cemnot ds tnd say es much ss you'd like,

Sincerely yours,

Harold weisbars



