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Desr Steve,

While ordinarily I would hesitate to consult my public-relations counsellor on his
day off, time is pressing. This is the draft of a letter I propose giving Bradlee.
I will explain the context when I return, for lmgplen to lesve this under vour
door while you are still akieep.

i ¥When I return I expect to tell you samething that I believe will interest y8u
and possibly your pesper.

There has been & possibly good development. I had a phone call yesterday from

the editor of a trade publication called BOOKS. He is excited by mine ang finds
it, its contents, its form and even its feel attrsctive. He is doing what he
described as either his lead or e major story on it in his coming issue. From what
he asked permission to use, it will apparenily be a long story. He will also say
that the book can be bought directly from me, by mail, and will speak to @

New York distributor. It is not the contenﬂof the book alone that he regards as
news, but also its form and history.

Have you had any response from Swinton? The story was killed at the DC desk.

Unless deteined at my first stop, the Archives, Where I plan to get & microfilm

the Fost will print and shere with me, I should be at the Post sbout 10, when
| 1'11 phone.



Events, like a flooding river, achleve s force snd momentum of their own that
it is beyond man's power to control unless he has plamned and prepared. The time
te.sendbag 1s befdre the crest. The time to control end channel events is before
emotions run a8 wild as the relentless, endless ;aters.

We have had but s few bqé;f moments to telk., I hed no more time with A}
Friendly. In any event, as I-told Lerry Stern, I shall use sny 2nd every means I
honorably caﬁ to persuade you, for I sm convinced every interest demsnds it. You
are and must be occupied by many concerns. My‘eye is on the onrushing flood alone.
Unless we prepare while there is still time, we shall all be engulfed in a pbwerful

swirl of great forces on which we may have as little ef;ect as the comaanding Cenute.
¥
The dourt 1 haveiﬁaid to The Washington Post goes back to November 196a&., In all

this time, until now there has been no encouragement, Why, then, have 1 persisted?

and-do—l-rpow-nmesaiagt? Corel mey be more red thaqgggr lips' red, and black wires may

grow on her head, 3¢ /d¢ /)u«-luf‘.

R,

}t}s simply this: ¥xbmiwxw I think you believe as I do snd want whet I want,

- wnd Thav of A weres

By now it must be clear thet financial gsin is not my main drive, It—mustbe-

“prececupied—by-—profl

'd have

knocked at other doors,



Closensss to my book and its subject, admittedly, may have destroyed my
perspective, but I do not think so. I believe, as clearly Al Friendly does,
tﬁ;:b this is one of the major events."in our histﬂory. There 1s no other quite
like it, no other perhaps a‘s odious. And the longer we delay doing something about
it, the more it ééf; vcomplicated with other growing crises.
Were ours & perlismentary system, need I %tell you the potential of this subject?
By now I have subjected myself %o every test’ - indifference, trial by chambaon,
compurgation, and meven“aﬂ% ihefendenf‘ in the jury box,
And by now you have confirmation of the thrust snd potentisl of the other
p8nding books, especially Epstein's, which was of‘fered to Washington bdoksto‘res
to my knowledge liay 19, for_' June delivery. In his confirmation to Larry Stern and
Dan Kurzman, Mr., Willens went farthur then I alleged snd suggested right-wing
political motives f;om within the Commission st}ﬁ‘. These are the people who delivered

their confidentisl files to Epstein and may thereby control the doctrine of his book.

I have shomn your people the exact words of Mark Lape, in bis epistolary asssult

upon me, end of Trevor-Roper, in his introduction to Lane's book. They are unequivocal.
These men end this book are dedicated to the proposition thet all the bleme is

Earl Warren's. If you doubt this, I will deliver the documents to you.



They are neither right nor just, and their success is not alone Earl Warren's ...

Lo

Fnt
but the country's hurt. Their success will be e major success for the John Birch

Saciety end ell it stands for and en almost immeasurable loss for all that I .

am certain the Post agrees with me is decent snd good in our society. Some of this

clen has gone so far as \bo almos'ﬁ deify the FBI. Victor Selsndria, 2 lawyer from

Philedelphia, in sn aArticle in The liinority of One for Mérch}actually dedicates

: ; L2
the plece to en FBI agent, one of the key men in meking the Whitewash! Heﬁfe;eats

. whaesy
this dedicetion in the kmx April issue /An discussing the FEI reporB Sn—ae-weitinr—in

which-he finds it possible to avoldd mmfion of botir the significence of this report

the
in the Commission's work snd the failure of #kis report to account for the President's

. +hay
wound in the front of the neck and the bullet thet missed entirely, while sccounting

M‘J"_'f-h)l}'. g . ’ !H”r. rl"j»‘q Y]
for three shots without « I have these issues if you doubt my word. editor

of this journal <ses slandered me with such abana' and venom that I asked Larry

e -
Stern if he'd like to own a—-aaew:m@#eﬁ:dmﬁx. RO OIS -Thic—aditor ,

. I did not fawn on Mr. Hoover, and I did give

the true meaning of his report to the Commission,.

What is stranger end today more dubious that. this new-found love between the

irresponsible left and Mr. Hoover:



Yot, by defsuly, this is the doctrine that will prevail%se the voices thet
K &9
will be hearbﬁn&, ynopposed, will be credited.
--- There is no way of protecting Earl Waerren and the other Commissioners from
their legitimate faults, and there is no way of glossing over the error of the
government. Nor should there be, in our soclety. As 1 seek only an honest judgement

of him, who I do respect, by both his contemporeries and history, so also do I seel

it for thgose membears of the Commission for whom I heve no xrsgar such regard. Thexw

Their willingness to undertake e profitless and very disegreeable responsibility,
another of the requirements of our kind of society, should not be their entire
undoing. Are they the villaina or are they, really, the victimas? Are they evil
end Mr. Hoover goodz Did they reslly do this bad thing, or was it done for them in
: { Lﬂr“'rd e
their nemes, in a situation where they had 1little if indeed any, cholce? And are
those who, I sm certein, beasr the major respons?)jllity, to esc\g@e it by txmmxf
simply shifting it where it does not rightly bejong? —

To

There is but one way in=mhich-we—een minimize the greet herm that cannot
be - 4@d5ad should not be - entirely avoided. That is by a full and honest airing.

This meens no her&é end no goats. This calls for the cliche, "Let the chips fall

where they may." Of all the possibilities of which I em sware, my book is the only



such means available. It hes no hero, and it seeks no goats. It e s adjectives

jarceim son —_—
and eIItTIe——s#rresmt that editing wtii/giiminate; but it bxx awaited that

editing for 15 months and then, by the alternstives to its hasty printing, was
denied it. The story cennot be told in a few news stories, nor can it be told

with hitherto unpublished evidence, 1t can end must be told only in a psinstaking

end cereful retelling of the story of the Commission end its work. I do not believe
it 1s immodest to cleim that I alene have done this. Epstein makes no such vretense.
% Lene and his champion Trevor;Ropert meke 1t explicit they have no%such intention,
Were my book in the hands of a mejor publisher who lavished upon it whet botil
- Fwt : |
these books are getting, me jor public-relations cempsigns end advertising
budgets, it still could not do whet I pelieve must be done, for even s wild best-
gseller reaches but a small minority of the population. Here is where the importance
Ry 3
of syndication snd serialization in newspspers lies, for only through the newspapers
may any appreciasble percenxage of thet population be reached with the meticulous
documentation by which slone, I‘believe, the truth cen come out.

My perseverance with The Washington Post has & simple _snd—tess—bhew-wcble

basis: of all the poassibilities that mey be open to me, I believe that the Post



Yo } Alan tm/Lf,ﬂW cut
and its syndicate are likely(to edit and mtract these 110,000 words

more fifthfully ead &n the spirit and with-the motives with which I wrote
tﬁ'a"n(;fhan_aag—edsh-er. - -

There ére other aspects I would like to recall to you. Can you invent
a more important or significant news story? #d should it not be more than
journelistically worthhile?i Should it got also be profiteble? Do you -ekseo wsnt

to abdicate to the Lane and the Epstein approaches}v"hro.: One fl//l/'trk/ﬂﬂ?”’"‘:“ hea
“/muLJ beon anrkuid?

Al Friendly put it well in his letter of March 25 when he seid if I "could

demonstrate that the circumatance-of the murder and the nature of the investigation

[ —

were different in major degree from those we have been led to believe,"ygme I

nwould not have merely an interesting account but the most senseticnal story since

—
the assassinatuon 1t5‘:g.éf.i Any publisher who provided"” me "the vehicle for such a

demdstration would be showered with riches an- ne¥or. "

Does the book meet his test? Hundred. have read it with a critical eye,

including leswyers, politicisns, editors of various kinds, correspondents, your

own reporters, perhsps you, too. I have sent it to members of the Kem;edy

”

femily s to & 1 the members of the Commission save Mr. MeCloy, whose address I do not

-

have; More than e hundred members of the working press have it. In &11, I have



given away about & thousand dollars' worth of these books, a very considerable sum

for me, end subjected it to the most criticel scrutiny. You, with my assent, gave

even the questions you would ask from it to 8 representative of the Commission

several days in advance of the asking.

Mpr. Friendly said that, for a pubhsher to earn these riches and honors, the
book need only demonstrate that in ma jor degree there was e difference between
fact and what we have been told, Neither the Commission's members, its staff

representative, the working press including your own Apeople - nfone has reported

.8 single error. It would seem the book hes more than met his test.
There are other wnsiderations I would press upon you. For exsmple, would

o
you lik: me, in less than five minutes,éhow‘ you how a credible case can be -

made for pinning the essassination on the government, especially on Lyndon
R

Johnson? The incontroverted evidence on which this can eesily be_h_ung is there,
in the record, and 1 believe there sre those who would not shun its misuse.
This is one of the many flaws of tfi-‘e Comnission's steff works. 1 did not avoid it,

but not one of the hundreds of people who have read the book got the wrong impression,

or made the wrong interpretation.



This sort of thing cen be done almost without limit. I am offering the

Post an opportunity to do as much as can now be done to stop it.

" In fect, the besis of my appeal is just this. 1t is not the possibility of

by, may b a
embarrassment ¢f having given up whet the—re*eems—to_he_enemm:spec.t_is_—aj
good and profitable thing, although 1 believe, with Mr, Friendly, that this is
the case. It is the opportunity to serve the national interest with responsibility
and perhsps in a menner not often provided,
Finally, I make & personsl appesl. The late President had many friends/,

of whom you were one. My offer provides you with the opvortunity to see to it that

his murderers may yet be brought to justice.



Herold Weisbverg Hyajtstown, Md. 20734 301- WAG-2034 ; TR4-4246

(Y
P
{Q the guise of #eporting on my book, "HITEWASH - THE RZIPORT QN THL VA RREN
REPORT and one by Zdwsrd J, Epstein, the press recently carried s lengthy
apology for the errors of the Commission. Not eny of the evidence contsined in

my-book, which comes entirely from the official testimony and exhibits, to whieh

it is extensively referenced, wes quoted or even referred to,

The, 2atric Repat fea
H&%h~4ega;é—%o(fﬁ?*{f%%;; developed by & member of the staff of the Com ission,

e, Jeven
that 8 ingle bullet inflicted 81l the non-fetal injuries of both the President snd

CGovernor Conall*s {his story quoted none of my extensive mobilization of the

evidence on the point, which ig entirely sgesinst the theory. For the bullet to

‘have sccomplished what the Commission attributed to 1t, besides what it would have

done to the President, it had to smesh the Governogs fifth rib for ten inches,
smash his wrist snd imbed a frégment in his femur, leeve fregments in both his
chest and hisj wrist, and remsin umutilated and virtuslly intect. All éhe experts,
including those in forensic nedieine, said it could not heve happened, The Comnission
and this story quotes the opprosite. The FBI expert said of this ballet, unmarked
Y4 ‘?/ I/

by all the ones 1t«struck the t even coarse cloth or leather woudd have msrked it,
This bullet would also have hed to tumble yet magically stop tumbling end stike Yith
only its trailing edge, then tumble again, etec,

Likewise, all of the other testimony attribﬁm)d to the doctors and others in

For example,
this story ggg other then accurate. /7he doctor quoted as saying there need not

have been prompt reaction to the shot in fact said the Governor ﬁ;;ld havewreected
immediately, and he was suvported by all the forensic medical experts.,

The purpose of this notice is £6 inform the press that upon request I will
from the official docuunentation of the Commission show that all the statements

mustered in opposition to the unquoted single aspect of my book are without

exception untrue., I will welcome the onportunity to do so.,



