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5/25/66

Deer lLarry,

If I correctly rasd your expressisn this morning snd undefstood your unspoken
thoughts you are now unhappy sbout having ssid you'd buy the bibliography snd
pay my perking and cab expenses getiing it and seeing you. .

However you vent 1t will be oksy. I wes going to buy the bibliographyv eventually
enymay, only I'd have delayed it for a while end would not have incurred the
xtra exponses,

The totel 1s {45,10, for which receipts on most mre attached, Of this £37.00
is for the bibllegrephy. If you'd like me to kenp that, the parking and pabs
come 0 {84104 At least one of the receipts is for more then I listed, but the
extra time was not spent in getting the bibliography,

The two doaumnts in the sutopsy file about which I phoned you that prove the
. file i1s incomplets are the Sesret Sarvice inventory snd the recolpt signed

by his supsrior for the pspers Humee turned over, Im gotting Xeroxsd coples
tomorrow. If, a5 I do not suppose, Diock is interested in them, you sre welcome
to borrow snd use them, And if, sa X 8lso do not wmuppose, he is interested in
how & similar autopsy in the Y4sirtct, #+*h a mon sanewhnt less iuportant “hsh
the President of the United Stetes, was conducted recently, you cen get the
information by phons from the coroner's office, LI 6-8913. This involved & men
killed by the pnlice in & knifing onse. The question of which of two bullais
kilied him was resolved by taking the body spert snd trscing the path of both
bullets. I was assured this is the nomal and not at sll raore practise vhere
there 1s any question st 211, ‘

So you will have no apprehension, I sm quite wiﬁng to keop and pay for the
bibliography. I have alresdy found it worthwhile, oven though moszt of the
1istings sre without meening, It revesls, for sxample, which Commfsaion staff
members exsmined some of the documents, often on what days. It @lso conteins,
in the smsll proportion I have examined, other potentislly intaoresting iafortia-
tion, end in the course of time I plan to go over 1% carefully, when I cen,

fineerely,
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oy 25, 1966
Lear Lick,

o pf;?oms af sur discussion 3¢ the sutopsy yestordsy merningz, I theugh rou wicht
Libe to Jgﬁra 1t uith that given ais ollsged ssssgsis. You will Jinc ik in
angeréia ™ of Deilas Justive, o Gozern peges besimwing on p go RIBXRIRL 277.
Hestily, I would like to coll yowr attenticu to the high procision throughoud,

4o the neture of the fems cnc thelr requiremenis, 4o the fuwetlon of the

"hedy diegrem™ cu’ Lo exsetiese with shich wounds are locnted, Frou the midlive,
w8 I told you, not frus the meelly musnisgless cuiside, and Dron tne closest
axtromivy, rot foom 6 moge flexible midepoini Lesring minlnal snetomiculd reiaiionw
ohin sna mexiuum Mlexdbilisy o the podnt ol “he wound.

Sriey vo rriidng his chuepter I ocoussulted lswyers in publie serviee ulc duul
with zuch mebters, o ewtorsy is & preciss thing, 2nd messutenests on charta

5
L pdend
are ecuipmsd to ou precise sad resndsgfil, aoh nlscellunecus rowsl notes.

in the 0sweld charts, whet & toke ¥t be xem.onable elforty  ro usde o sive
" tre proper uessuvemeais, 4D on pege L68. Lven v ero.p-section of the sound
is carefully presented {muge 460, guck more Laporisnt sod tote 1ly Looging
in the Prerd jens®e vulorgye

Hote slao thet unlixe tho fresident’ s -wégay sutcpay ropert for sn sutonsy
21legedly complotad within three hours of ite begln-isr, thi one wag ordered
st 1:58 p.mﬁ?andvcomplatﬂd, racdy Tor b weitdny, wt 234D palia /9ﬁ272/
curther uplike the “rasidont's, vhich Plrst sew thn ilskt of JQay Son aunits
leter, tne orcer for this ono specified diedtridbuiion, ond this distrimvuticn
froluded volice, logel ad public healih walhopities.

Sincerdly,

Hareld “elcherg



5/24/66 Tr off and on sll afternoon to reach iMarion Johnson et Archives, es er
yesterdey p.m. arrangement. No one knew where he was and at no point was there any
messege, even after I had asked that if anyone could they get one. He had been 8t

8 ceremony yesterdsy p.m., even though we had srranged for me to be there to pick up
any Xeroxing that hed been done. When I finslly got him, he said they ke d been able

to do no Xeroxing. { presume Post wes using the apperently only list. I left word

with @& Mre Allen who snswered his phone about 4:30 thet I'd call in the morning and
would avpreciate it if e mesningful message were leftmfr for me, thet I'd prefer not to
go.down there and kill time. Yesterdesy we msde sn arrangement for seeing the pictures,
hopefully in the a.m.

Bumped into Wolff 23 s.m. He hsd reed book, impressed, igterested and "much better
written thet you had led me to believe."

At about 3:30 p.m. when I ﬁas lonking for Johnson I walked into an open office near
his., The women who wes there asked me, "Are you the ¥BI men who has been trying
to reach Mr. Johnson."”

Today I went to both Dallas Papers. llorning News, Karen Klinefelter, not interested.
Times Herald, irs. Mayer, "Just didn't see how I could pull 8 story out of it.”
NY Post, office boy, no response. Hedn't seen anything in paper.

Lest Fridet Stern told me three reporters had been assigned to story. He introduced
me to only Dick Harwood. 4+t wss Harwood's suggestion thet he reed the book over the
woekend end that we get together Monday &a.m. Some time after I arrived there he and
I aid. He spparently hed read or glanced at 2 chapters, Set-up and Shots. He immedi-
ately informed me he could not agree with my statement that vswald could not have shot
the President and then that he had besn in the Marines, snd a gharpshooter was & very
good shot. I ssked him to sho~ me where I hed seid Oswald could not have shot the
 President end he finelly csme up with the passege where I said that the Comuission's
own best evidence proved Oswald could not have fired three such accurate shots in the
brief period he allegedly hed. To which Harwood seid one had ‘not been accurate, I showed
him the Merine Commendent's letter, and he said "The Commisdl on's expert seid it was
an easy shot.” I replied thet a sergeant had seid this, when consulted by the
Somaission sfter it didn't like the official evaluetion of the Commandant of the
Marine Corps, that Oswald when last tested had barely qualified at all end that there
wes no evidence of sny practise in the long intervsl. This morning he informed me I
was wrong in the chapter on the esutopsy. I asked him if hed read it and he said
he hadn't but he had read the sutopsy. If the doctors saild in the sutopsy tle
President was shot in the neck, he was shot in the neck. I was wrong and soO was every-
thing else thet proved this. No, he coyld not ster a single bit of evidence in support
of the autopsy statement, end he didn t kmow :&the statements by the same doctors
contradicting it, which I resd him, but none of this mede eny difference, nor did the
discipline of these doctors es forensic medical experts, nor did the normal require-~
ments of eutopsies, snd Finck's chart was just hen-scratches not intended to record
anything except the measurement of 14 cm, that the point locating the wound in the
back had no meaning whatsoever. fig had seen the autopsy file. I conteined only what
the volume contsined. Not a single note of any kind, no measurements on scraps of p
paper, no medicel notetions, and the covering letter. This did not seem &t all strange
to him, nor did the unaccounted bruning of sny papers, nor the substentive changes
jn the sutopsy, not slone about the neck wound, and the President's tailored coat
could easily heve risen six inches, s could have his shirt, and only a single hole
would have been left. I gave Stern the letter I hed written him, the cerbons, he ssid
he could see no objection to meiling them (Hoover and Rowley), I expressed my misgivings
and left. We arranged for me to check back in case they wented me. They didn't.
I'm to check at 11 a.m. I found it hard to believe a reasonable man could blindly
insist fact meant nothing if he didm t like it, even if he could muster not 8 single
competent fact in opposition to it. I am surprised be hasn't read the book.



5/20/66 4h111ppe de Beusset or Peris-Match, sccordins to Michel Anfrol, of the
French broadcaating Syatsem, is reading the book and is interested

Tony Howard will give a copy of the book snd speak to him about it Synday. He
hesn't heerd from or spoken to Lipmmann.

After meny, meny calls over the pest months, got through to Izzy Stone, who said

he wasn't interested snd was busy with his Vietnam book. He said he was thoroughly
thored with the whole Warren business" and with Lene's which he apparsntly hed reed.

. I-suggested that Lane was not the end and thet there might be other things involved,
such as Earl Warren end assassins running free. He finally agreed to tske a quick

lonk at the appended meterials and the last chapter end I left a copy for him at

his newsstand.

Cleyton Fritchey, of Newsdsy, was "too busy" %o do enything with the bock, which
I had left for him and he appsrsntly had st least glanced at. Newsday will not,
in his opinion, touch the subject.

AFP moved & story, or the correpondent who shares the office did.

Heffernan, chilef of Houters: they did nothing becsuse the US press didn‘t. When I
ssked the man at the d=sk, like news editor, if this was not an effective mechsniam
for ¥s suppression end an odd standerd for news judgement he remained silent.

Dallas “imes-Herald, Kinch, No. 2 in off. Mrs, Mayer (pronounced Meyer) spent
five hours in one deay checking my book sgainst original meterial, which they have
in office. He thinks 1ittle chance, but we spent & long time talking about it.

Priestlend st BBC had an attitude that went farthur than Reuters. He also pointed
out the news of major interest in Britain that wes bresking, strike, Rodesia, etc.

Pest- Dan Kurzmen going to DR for two weeks. Busy day. Larry Stern said they would

do story, would credit me and book, would not use my material in any way more than

8s in review without paying for it, that they were assigning three reporters to story
end they would go to Archives. I em to get mircofiam, for which they will pay, end
they will print copies for them and me., Dick Harwood will read book ovef weekend.

Hee sees nb point in repeating me. I told Stern I had located two doctors in srea
and suggested we begin with a talk befause 4 hed alreedy given much thought to what
next. .As of then they had not decided to serialize book, had not decided against

it, snd in Stern's opinion, et that moment the attitude was negative. He gave no reason
but inferred it was adjectives, sercasm. I seid that was e metter for blue pencilp
and he agreed..He understands I am free to ma eal elsewhsre but that I'd prefer
them and he knows why - approschp etc. Told him Gf end read Lane's letter to Dan.
Apparently.thinking I had some fears, Stern said I now had a solid and powerful
friend "right here", pointing to newsroom floor. Willens had been "ovagive"”
according to Den, Stern was toc busy for us to talk long 8t one moment. He reported
Willen's apprehensions over Epstein book, fesring it might in fact seak to mske him
the goat. Apperently those who spoke to Epstein, at least for the most part,

thought he was but a student working on his doctorate. Some, as Stern reported 1it,
of the more conservative side, appear to have opened confidentiel files to him and

to have attempted to pin the rap on the liberal side. I told Stern I thought my book,
now more than ever, wes the best mechsnism for bringing the truth out and in perspect-
ive, that I'd be glad to talk to Willens of he sb desired, that I'd talk with him

on or off the record, that I'd mske a tape of not as he saw fit, end would give it
o him if he desired. He gave Willens the book to read over the weekend and indicated
Willens indicated he might not get it done., I slso told Stern becsuss I hvd strung
along with them so long, slthough I'd not turn down & good offer, I'd do what I

could to geot them to decide efrirmetively end there might be some mesns I could ame.

I3



